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Crisis will 
test West’s 
threshold 
for pain

BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

 STUTTGART, Germany

The seizure of Crimea could 
 become the first in a series 
of power plays by an em-
boldened Vladimir Putin  

to redraw post-Cold War lines un-
less the United States and its allies 
impose severe economic penalties 
against Russia and bolster their de-

fenses in the east.
That’s the view of 

some analysts, who 
say  Europe is un-

likely to stomach the costs of neces-
sary sanctions and military options 
that would deter Russia from future 
land grabs.  

“The U.S. has made a reasonable 
start here, but just how far is this 
going to go and do we have the appe-
tite to inflict a higher level of pain?” 
said John Lough, a Russia expert 
at the Chatham House in London. 
“Damaging the Russian economy is 
going to hurt us as well. The Russian 
appetite for pain could be higher 
than ours.”

The U.S. and the European Union 
will phase in sanctions, which in-
clude immediate suspension of talks 
on closer economic cooperation 
between Europe and Russia, and 
a freeze on assets and travel for a 
small number of Russian figures. 
Those measures will expand if Putin 
signs a treaty to annex Crimea, EU 
leaders said.

But expanding economic sanc-
tions to include Russia’s vast petro-
chemical industry could threaten 
an energy-dependent Europe, which 
is only beginning to emerge from 
years of economic stagnation.

Germany, Europe’s economic 
powerhouse,  would be especially af-
fected  because of its close business 
ties to Russia, which involve  the auto 
industry and  energy interests.
SEE PAIN ON PAGE 10

DOD: Some 
base stores 
in US may 
shut down

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Despite ear-
lier promises that no commissar-
ies would be closed as a result of
proposed pay and benefits cuts, a 
Pentagon official told lawmakers
Wednesday that some closures
might happen.

To slow the growth in personnel
costs, which have increased 83 
percent since 2001, the Defense
Department proposed cutting 

commis-
sary subsi-
dies when it 
submitted 
its fiscal
2015 bud-
get request
earlier this 
month. 
Over a 
three-year 
period, 
the subsi-
dies would
decrease 
from $1.4
billion an-
nually to
$400 mil-
lion, al-
though 
overseas 
commis-
saries and
those in

remote locations will continue 
receiving direct subsidies to ease
the burden on servicemembers
and their families. The commis-
sary cut will be accomplished not
by closing any commissaries, but
by reducing the savings relative
to civilian markets that patrons
enjoy. Under the DOD’s plan,
those savings will go from about
30 percent to 10 percent.

“We are not shutting down
any commissaries. We recom-
mend gradually phasing out some
subsidies but only for domestic
commissaries that are not in re-
mote locations,” Secretary of De-
fense Chuck Hagel told senators
after the budget proposal was
unveiled. 
SEE STORES ON PAGE 2
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From left, President Barack Obama and Belgium’s King Philippe and Prime Minister Elio Di Rupo  
walk among graves Wednesday at Flanders Field American Cemetery in Waregem, Belgium . 
Obama used his  one-day trip to  shore up commitments he received from allies in The Hague, 
Netherlands . During this trip to Europe, Obama and European Union members have shown a 
united front against Russia’s actions in Crimea.
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Industry 
officials 
and military 
associations 
have warned 
that the 
subsidy cuts 
might force 
commissaries 
to close 
because of 
the loss of 
business 
from patrons 
being turned 
off by the 
lack of 
savings.



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 2     F3HIJKLM Thursday, March 27, 2014

“It wasn’t like a big,
crazy party.”

—What wasn’t a big party, ac-
cording to an anonymous source, 

was a big public relations issue for 
the Secret Service.  Three  agents 

who were part of President Barack 
Obama’s  team were recalled  after 

one of them was found drunk at 
their hotel in the Netherlands.

See story on Page 8
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Because stateside stores will 
continue to operate tax-and-rent
free, they will still be able to pro-
vide people with a very good deal,
Hagel said.

But during congressional tes-
timony Wednesday, a top DOD 
official said that some stateside 
commissaries might in fact have
to shut down due to a loss of busi-
ness that would likely result from 
the price increases.

“It’s a possibility; I don’t know 
what the probability is,” Freder-
ick Vollrath, assistant secretary
of defense for readiness and force
management, told members of 
the Senate Armed Services Sub-
committee on Personnel.

Industry officials and military
associations have warned that
the subsidy cuts might ultimate-
ly force commissaries to close
because of the loss of business
stemming from customers being 
turned off by the reduced sav-
ings that accrue from shopping 
at commissaries instead of public 
retail outlets. Vollrath acknowl-
edged that commissary sales will 
likely decline as a result of the 
proposed changes.

“In working with some of the
other retail organizations [we 
know that] when your price goes
up the patronage tends to go
down. So we would expect a re-
duction in patronage,” he said.

He predicted that retirees
would be most likely to change 
their shopping habits.

“We know that some of the pa-
trons, particularly retirees, will
drive a long distance because
of the current savings, and then 
they may not if the savings drop,”
he told the subcommittee. “They
may not drive two hours from 
wherever they are retired to come 
in to get those savings. So there is
a probability that the patronage
will go down.”

Vollrath hopes the commissar-
ies will maintain enough sales to
stay in business.

“Our hope in working this,
which is an art, [is] that we will
still offer enough benefit that the 
servicemembers and their fami-
lies will value that,” he said.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes
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Stores: DOD 
budget trims 
US subsidies Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Al-Qaida’s 
senior leadership in Pakistan, in-
cluding Ayman al-Zawahri, is de-
veloping a systematic, long-term 
plan to create  cells in Syria that 
would identify, recruit and train 
Westerners on how to attack tar-
gets in the West, The New York 
Times reported Wednesday. 

Dozens of seasoned militant 
fighters, including some midlevel 
planners, have traveled to Syria 
from Pakistan in recent months 
in what American intelligence 
and counterterrorism officials 
fear is an effort to lay the foun-
dation for  strikes against Europe 
and the United States, the Times 
reported, citing new classified in-
telligence assessments based on 
 electronic intercepts, informers 
and social media.

Syria appeals to these opera-
tives because it offers the relative 
sanctuary of extremist-held ha-
vens — away from drone strikes 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan — 
as well as ready access to about 
1,200 American and European 

Muslims who have gone there to 
fight and could be potential re-
cruits to carry out attacks when 
they return home.

Senior counterterrorism offi-
cials have voiced fears in recent 
months that these Western fight-
ers could be radicalized by the 
country’s civil war, the Times 
noted.

“We are concerned about the 
use of Syrian territory by the al-
Qaida organization to recruit indi-
viduals and develop the capability 
to be able not just to carry out at-
tacks inside of Syria, but also to 
use Syria as a launching pad,” 
John Brennan, the CIA director, 
told a House panel recently.

The extremists who concern 
Brennan are part of a group of 
al-Qaida operatives in Pakistan 
that has been severely depleted 
in recent years by a decade of 
American drone strikes. They 
bring a wide range of skills to the 
battlefield, such as bomb-build-
ing, small-arms tactics, logistics, 
religious indoctrination and plan-
ning, though they are not believed 

to have experience in launching 
attacks in the West, according to 
the report.

Al-Qaida has  blessed the cre-
ation of local branches in places 
such as Yemen. But the effort in 
Syria would signify the first time 
that senior al-Qaida leaders had 
set up a wing of their own out-
side Pakistan dedicated to con-
ducting attacks against the West, 
counterterrorism officials said. It 
also has the potential to rejuve-
nate al-Qaida’s central command, 
which President Barack Obama 
has described as being greatly 
diminished.

Some allies disagree, the 
Times reported. They also see an 
increase in Pakistan-based vet-
erans of al-Qaida among Syrian 
rebel groups, but do not see a co-
ordinated plan to attack the West.

“At this stage, it’s a lot less or-
ganized than a directed plan,” 
one Western security official told 
the Times. “Some fighters are 
going to Syria, but they’re going 
on an ad hoc basis, not at an orga-
nized level.”

NYC jury convicts  
bin Laden son-in-law

 NEW YORK — Osama bin Lad-
en’s son-in-law, the voice of fiery 
al-Qaida propaganda videotapes 
after the Sept. 11 attacks, was con-
victed Wednesday of conspiring to 
kill Americans for his role as the 
terrorist group’s spokesman.

The verdict came after about 
six hours of deliberation over two 
days in the case against Kuwaiti 
imam Sulaiman Abu Ghaith, the 
highest-ranking al-Qaida figure 
to face trial on U.S. soil since the 
attacks. 

  Abu Ghaith had testified dur-
ing a three-week trial that he 
answered bin Laden’s request in 
the hours after the 9/11 attacks 
to speak on the widely circu-
lated videos used to recruit new 
followers .

 Sentencing was set for Sept. 8. 
The charges — conspiracy to kill 
Americans, conspiring to provide 
support to al-Qaida and providing 
support to al-Qaida — carry a po-
tential penalty of life in prison.
  From The Associated Press

Report: Al-Qaida recruiting in Syria
New information shows effort to plan strikes in the US and Europe

Ready for World Cup
 Staff Sgt. Joe Hein, U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, trains  at Pool 
International Range Complex on Friday with members of the USA 
National Shooting team. Hein and six of his USAMU teammates 
will join the rest of Team USA at the International Shooting Sports 
Federation’s Rifle and Pistol World Cup at Fort Benning, Ga., starting 
Friday, the first match of the 2014 World Cup season. 

MICHAEL MOLINARO/Courtesy of the U.S. Army
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End tobacco sales along with 
alcohol. Then lets get rid 
of soda and sugary drinks. 
Snack foods should go as well. 
Candy....gone! Fast food...
gone! ... Oh and those loud and 
dangerous guns we use in the 
military.....they need to go.

— Stuck_in_Kuni   

In time of war we recruit people 
that smoke .......then we tell 
them they can’t smoke !!!???

— Drive28  

Funny how the chain-smok-
ing, liquor-guzzling WW2 
and Korean War generations 
were able to defeat both Nazi 
Germany and Imperialist Japan 
while also verging on going into 
Communist China to nip that 
problem in the bud.

— de_day  

i personally don’t smoke but 
this is unfair. its legal every-
where. These are adults right? 
Treat them as such.

— None  

Sounds like a great opportunity 
for any sailor/entrepreneur. 
Bring an extra duffel bag of 
smokes on board and charge 
what the market will bear. 
You shouldn’t get in trouble for 
competing with MWR.

— Yougottabekiddin  

The sooner we die the sooner 
you get to quit paying our 
medical bills and our retirement 
checks. I don’t smoke, have no 
desire to, and intend to draw 
my retirement check as long as 
I can. Everytime I see a smoker 
— military or non military — I 
want to thank them not only for 
the contribution they are mak-
ing to MWR/State tax base but 
also the shorter duration of full 
retirement, Social Security, and 
Medicare they’ll receive.

— phil_am  

Join the fray at:
stripes.com/go/tobaccoban

stripes.com

Smoke ’em if ya got 
’em – but not here

Readers respond:

Say what?
A sample of reader 

comments from 

The Navy is considering 
a ban on all tobacco sales 
on ships and bases due to 
health concerns over the high 
rate of tobacco use among 
sailors, officials say.

MILITARY

BY ERIK SLAVIN

Stars and Stripes

The Philippines is taking China 
to international court — and in-
viting U.S. troops into the country 
— in a bid to maintain its claims 
to islands in the South China Sea. 

The court case, filed last year 
and soon to approach the tribu-
nal’s version of opening argu-
ments, comes after repeated 
standoffs between Chinese ships 
and those of the Philippines — a 
nation allied to the United States 
through a mutual defense treaty.

In nearly all of those cases, the 
islands, reefs and rocks in ques-
tion are uninhabited and worth 
little themselves. However, they 
confer varying rights to the coun-
tries that own them to exploit the 
nearby natural resources, includ-
ing fisheries, natural gas and un-
dersea petroleum.

The court ruling could have 
great consequences beyond the 
Philippines’ borders.

China has disputes over terri-
torial ownership with Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia 
and autonomous Taiwan, which 
Beijing claims as its own. It also 
claims the Japanese-adminis-
tered Senkaku islands in the East 
China Sea, which Chinese call the 
Diaoyutai.

The Philippines will submit a 
written argument to the Interna-
tional Tribunal for the Law of Sea 
by  Sunday, said Paul Reichler, the 
U.S.-based lead attorney handling 
the case . The extensive brief will 
argue that a Chinese map com-
monly known as the “9-dash line 
map,” which Beijing uses to as-
sert control over about 90 percent 
of the South China Sea, violates 
international law.

China has said it will not par-
ticipate in the tribunal, located 
in The Hague, and Reichler said 
Tuesday that he hasn’t seen any 
last-minute change of intentions. 
However, since both countries 
are signatories to the United Na-
tions Convention on the Law of 
the Sea, the case can proceed 
without China’s presence.

It’s difficult to tell how much 
time it will take the five-member 
panel of international judges to 
rule on the case, Reichler said. 
Based on previous court rulings, 
China’s lack of involvement could 
speed things up.

“We believe [a ruling] will 
come before the end of 2015,” 
Reichler said.

Making the case

The tribunal can’t rule on the 
sovereignty of the hundreds of 
islands, reefs and rocks that com-
pose the Spratly Islands and other 
groups in the South China Sea. 

But it could rule on whether 
five of the eight are land fea-
tures, which carry no rights to 
resources.

It could also rule that Scarbor-
ough Shoal, a site of showdowns 
between Chinese and Philippine 
ships, is defined as a rock under 
international law, which would 
limit China’s claims to any re-
sources beyond 12 nautical miles 
of the shoal. 

Security analysts recognize that 
even if China loses in court, it has 

the military might to do whatever 
it wants.

The Philippines is instead count-
ing on any potential victory to rep-
resent a psychological blow, said 
Renato Cruz De Castro, professor 
of international studies at La Salle 
University in the Philippines.

“China will lose face,” De Cas-
tro said. “This is something the 
Chinese are very much afraid of. 
It would be an action deemed il-
legitimate by the international 
community.”

In more than 95 percent of cases, 
nations comply with international 
rulings because of the loss of repu-
tation involved when they fail to do 
so, Reichler said.

The court will be able to review 
China’s declared positions on the 
9-dash line map and its claim to 
historical discovery of the Spratly 
Islands, Paracel Islands and other 
disputed territories. Beijing’s po-
sition states that China discovered 
some of the islands in question up 
to 2,000 years ago and inhabited 
others more than 1,000 years ago. 

The 9-dash map that includes 
the disputed islands has been used 
since 1947, before the communist 
regime’s victory in China’s civil 
war. However, China has long re-
mained ambiguous about what 
the map means, or where it came 
from.

In a 2008 U.S. diplomatic cable 
published by WikiLeaks, the U.S. 
Embassy in Beijing reported that 
a senior Chinese government 
maritime law expert, Yin Wenq-
iang, “admitted” he was unaware 
of the historical basis for the nine 
dashes, according to Reuters.

In another 2008 cable, senior 
Chinese diplomat Zheng Zhen-
hua gave U.S. diplomats a writ-
ten statement explaining China’s 
position.

“The dotted line of the South 
China Sea indicates the sover-
eignty of China over the islands in 
the South China Sea since ancient 
times and demonstrates the long-

standing claims and jurisdiction 
practice over the waters of the 
South China Sea,” the statement 
said, according to Reuters.

China’s attempts to defend the 
area have grown increasingly ag-
gressive since those diplomatic 
talks.

Earlier this month, Chinese 
ships blocked Philippine ships 
from resupplying marines sta-
tioned on a rusting WWII-era ship 
run aground near Second Thom-
as Shoal, an uninhabited island 
claimed by both countries that lies 
about 120 miles west of the Philip-
pine island of Palawan.

A Philippine aircraft dropped 
food and water to the marines, a 
move that drew the consternation 
of Chinese officials.

“The Chinese government has 
firm determination and will in 
safeguarding national sovereign-
ty, and we will never allow any 
form of occupation of the Ren’ai 
Reef,” Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hong Lei told report-
ers March 17, using the Chinese 
name for the shoal. “China watch-
es closely and is highly vigilant on 
further possible provocations in 
the South China Sea by the Philip-
pines, and it must bear all the con-
sequences arising therefrom.”

The US response

United States officials have sup-
ported the Philippines in recent 
months, both on a legal and a mili-
tary level.

Many of China’s claims, includ-
ing its attempts to regulate fish-
eries in waters most countries 
consider international, clash with 
the U.S. vow to guarantee freedom 
of navigation in the sea.

In February, Assistant Secre-
tary of State Daniel Russel told 
Congress that China’s aggressive 
behavior “reflects an incremental 
effort by China to assert control 
over the area contained in the so-
called ‘9-dash line,’ despite the 
objections of its neighbors and 

despite the lack of any explanation 
or apparent basis under interna-
tional law regarding the scope of 
the claim itself.”  

Russel added that “we fully sup-
port the right of claimants to exer-
cise rights they may have to avail 
themselves of peaceful dispute 
settlement mechanisms” — going 
on to note the Philippines’ court 
claim as an example.

On March 14, United States sup-
port for the Philippines went a 
step further. Pio Lorenzo Batino, 
Philippine defense undersecre-
tary, told reporters in Washington 
that the deal to allow shared use 
of Philippine military bases with 
U.S. forces was about 80 percent 
done, according to Reuters.

“The proposed agreement 
will allow the sharing of defined 
areas within certain AFP (Armed 
Forces of the Philippines) facili-
ties with elements of the U.S. mili-
tary,” Batino said.

Officials declined to go into fur-
ther details on the future military 
arrangements.

The U.S. has also increased mil-
itary engagements and supplies in 
recent years. The country’s flag-
ship, along with its second-most 
capable vessel, are decommis-
sioned U.S. Coast Guard cutters.

Even those ships can’t compete 
with China’s rapidly modernizing 
military, which now ranks distant-
ly second in spending to the Unit-
ed States. However, the country’s 
recent shift from internal security 
to external defense spending, cou-
pled with a stronger agreement 
with the U.S., sends Beijing a mes-
sage, De Castro said.

“It would make the Chinese 
think twice, that at least we could 
put up a fight,” De Castro said. 
“But I think it’s a signal also di-
rectly to Washington, D.C. We 
will not appease China, so this is 
where the value of the alliance 
comes in.”
slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter: @eslavin_stripes

 KELBY SANDERS/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Sailors man the rails as the U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge arrives in Manila, the Philippines, for 
a port visit  last week.  

Philippines takes island claims to court
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PACIFIC

BY ASHLEY ROWLAND

Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
top U.S. military commander in 
South Korea told U.S. lawmakers 
Tuesday that North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un  is more dangerous 
and unpredictable than his father.

In testimony that came within 
hours of North Korea’s latest mis-
sile launches, Gen. Curtis Scap-
arrotti, who assumed leadership 
of U.S. Forces Korea six months 
ago, said that of the dozens of 
missiles fired by the North since 
late February,  many were fired 
in a demonstration to members 
of his regime, as well as the U.S. 
and South Korea. It shows that the 
North has the capability to launch 
missiles “on short notice, with 
very little warning,” he told the 
 Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee in Washington .

The North launched two mid-
 range ballistic missiles  early 
 Wednesday on the Korean Pen-
insula. Both missiles fell into the 
ocean between the peninsula and 
Japan without incident.  

The series of missile launches, 
which began on Feb. 21, have coin-
cided with annual U.S.-South Ko-
rean spring training drills, among 

the largest exercises the two allies 
hold each year. The exercises typi-
cally prompt angry criticism from 
the North. Last spring Pyongyang 
launched an intense period of 
threats of war that raised tensions 
on the peninsula to their highest 
level in years. 

But despite the ongoing mis-
sile launches, Pyongyang has 
remained relatively quiet dur-
ing this year’s exercises, possibly 
due to pressure from neighboring 
China. When asked about Beijing’s 
willingness to push the North to 
return to denuclearization talks, 
Scaparrotti said, “I believe we’ve 
seen some results of China’s pres-
sure on North Korea … in the 
muted rhetoric of Kim Jong Un in 
the past several months, particu-
larly after the assassination of his 
uncle.” 

Kim ordered the execution of 
his uncle and close adviser, Jang 
Song Thaek, in December, in a 
move that surprised analysts and 
led to speculation that Kim might 
be trying to control internal chal-
lenges to his power. A Depart-
ment of Defense report released 
 this month said the purge was 
“the most significant step to date 
in Kim’s establishment of his au-
thority, eliminating arguably the 

most influential senior Party of-
ficial remaining from his father’s 
era.” 

“The sudden and brutal purge 
sends a strong message to regime 
elites that the formation of factions 
or potential challenges to Kim 
Jong Un will not be tolerated,” the 
annual report to Congress said. 

While China does exert influ-
ence over Kim, Scaparrotti told 
lawmakers that the Korean dicta-
tor is “clearly” in charge. 

“From what I’ve seen, he also 
is an independent actor and will 
tend to go his own way, which [I] 
believe has frustrated China as 
well,” he said. 

The U.S. Pacific commander, 
Adm . Samuel Locklear, who also 
testified, said his top priority in 
the Asia-Pacific region is main-
taining stability on the Korean 
Peninsula and containing the Kim 
regime. 

On that front, Scaparrotti said 
that replacing U-2 manned sur-
veillance aircraft with Global 
Hawk drones — a cost-saving 
measure contained in the 2015 
defense budget — could hurt the 
command’s ability to gather intel-
ligence quickly . 

“In my particular case as the 
operational commander in Korea, 

the U-2 provides some unique ca-
pability that at least presently the 
Global Hawk … won’t provide, 
and it will be a loss in intelligence 
that’s very important to our indi-
cators and warnings,” he said. “As 
they look at the retirement of the 
U-2, we have to look at the capa-
bilities of the Global Hawk, and 
perhaps building those capabili-
ties so that I don’t have that intel-
ligence loss.” 

Scaparrotti also discussed the 
consolidation of most U.S. troops 
in the country to a location south 
of Seoul. 

Initial troop movements to 
Camp Humphreys — the Pyeong-
taek base that is the centerpiece 
of a massive relocation plan for 
USFK — have yet to begin, but 
should take place this year, he 
said. 

Most forces will move in 2016, 
though the project faces slight 
delays.  

“We’re on track, fundamental-
ly,” he said. “We’re not exactly on 
the timeline, primarily because 
of construction, about a three 
months’ lag on that. But I think 
— I think we’ll be OK,” he said.  

The relocation will see most 
troops stationed in and north of 
Seoul moved to hubs in Pyeong-

taek and Daegu. After the relo-
cation, the number of U.S. forces 
stationed in the Humphreys area
will increase from 9,000 to  about
24,000. About 2,700 command-
sponsored families would be sta-
tioned in the area, Scaparrotti
said. 

U.S. forces were initially sup-
posed to move to Humphreys in
2008, but the project was delayed 
to 2012 and again to 2016. 

 Scaparrotti’s testimony came as 
the U.S. and South Korea prepare
to kick off the annual Ssang Young 
drill, which he described as “one
of the most comprehensive am-
phibious exercises in the world.” 

The drill is part of the ongoing
Foal Eagle field exercise, which
ends next month. Officials have
said this year’s Ssang Young,
which runs  Thursday through
April 7, will be larger than in pre-
vious years. Nearly 10,000 U.S.
troops will participate in Ssang 
Yong, along with about 4,500
South Korean troops. 

Locklear told lawmakers  the
U.S. military does not have the
ability to carry out a contested
amphibious operation in the re-
gion during a crisis.
rowland.ashley@stripes.com 

Kim Jong Un called more dangerous than father
USFK commander notes North Korea’s missile capability and unpredictability of its leader
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MILITARY

BY JENNIFER HLAD

Stars and Stripes

 Rear Adm. Margaret Klein will be the 
first senior adviser for military profession-
alism, Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel an-
nounced Tuesday.

Klein will report directly to Hagel on 
issues related to military ethics, charac-
ter and leadership, 
Hagel said in a writ-
ten statement.

A flight officer, 
Klein was commis-
sioned after she grad-
uated from the U.S. 
Naval Academy in 
1981, according to her 
official biography. 

She is the chief of 
staff for the strategic 
plans and policy di-
rectorate of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Klein “brings to the position a wealth of 
operational and leadership experience,” 
Hagel said, including experience as the 
commandant of midshipmen at the Naval 
Academy.

“She knows that ethics and character 
are absolute values that must be constantly 
reinforced,” he said.

In February, Hagel said some members 

of the military have been falling short of 
the high standards they are expected to 
meet, and he announced he would appoint 
a general officer to his staff to report to 
him on ethics and character issues.

“This will be an absolute top priority for 
the service secretaries, the service chiefs, 
[chairman of the Joint Chiefs] General 
Dempsey and me,” Hagel told reporters.

That was a day after CNN reported 
that Brig. Gen. Martin Schweitzer was 
no longer allowed to brief Hagel because 
Schweitzer made inappropriate sexual 
comments about a congresswoman in an 
email he sent to Army colleagues.

A colonel with the 82nd Airborne Di-
vision at the time, Schweitzer emailed a 
colleague that the lawmaker was not only 
knowledgeable but also “smoking hot,” ac-
cording to the Dallas Morning News.

Klein will work with the joint staff and 
the services to coordinate efforts and re-
port back to Hagel weekly on the progress, 
he said.

“Competence and character are not mu-
tually exclusive,” Hagel said. “They are 
woven together, and they must be. And an 
uncompromising culture of accountability 
must exist at every level of command.”
hlad.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @jhlad

Klein

Rear admiral picked
to advise on values  BY BROCK VERGAKIS 

The Associated Press

NORFOLK, Va.  — A civilian who dis-
armed a guard and fatally shot a sailor 
on a docked destroyer before being 
killed himself entered the base on a 
tractor-trailer with a transportation 
worker’s credential, according to the 
Navy and a military official.

Navy officials were still searching 
for answers Wednesday about what 
might have motivated the civilian, who 
has not been identified. The civilian 
was shot and killed late Monday night 
by Navy security forces — a sailor as-
signed to the USS Mahan, said the mili-
tary official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the person was not 
authorized to publicly release the infor-
mation about the civilian or the victim.

The civilian was authorized to be on 
Naval Station Norfolk, the Navy’s larg-
est base, but it wasn’t immediately clear 
for what reason or why he would want to 
approach the guided-missile destroyer, 
which shares a pier with a hospital ship, 
the USNS Comfort.

The Navy said the civilian was com-
ing toward the ship’s quarterdeck, 
which is traditionally the ceremonial 
entry point of a ship, when he got into 
a struggle with the Petty Officer of the 
Watch, whom he was able to disarm.

The sailor who was killed was the 
chief of the guard, a security role, the 
military official said. The Navy has not 
released his name, but  Decondi Mayo 
told The Associated Press on Wednes-
day that the victim was his son, sailor 
Mark Mayo, of Maryland.

Mayo, 24, had been a military police-
man since completing training in 2008, 
and he patrolled the Norfolk base, his 
mother, Sharon Blair, told The Herald-
Mail newspaper . He spent his adoles-
cence in Hagerstown, Md., she said.

 No other injuries were reported from 
Monday’s encounter on the ship.

To get onto the base, civilians must 
be escorted or have identification that 
allows them to be there. Authorized ci-
vilians include Department of Defense 
employees, contractors and military 
family members.

Capt. Robert Clark, Naval Station 
Norfolk’s commanding officer, said 
Tuesday that identification found with 
the civilian indicates it is unlikely he 
was a military dependent authorized to 
be on base for that reason.

Clark said the civilian was found with 
a TWIC card, a transportation worker’s 
credential issued by the Transportation 
Security Administration to personnel 
such as truck drivers who require unes-
corted access to secure areas. 

Norfolk shooter reported
to have had worker card
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BY CHRIS CARROLL 
Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Amid all the talk of a 
shrinking military and declining levels of 
readiness, veterans groups are increasing-
ly sounding an alarm of their own — that 
federal budget woes could translate into a 
shortage of services for veterans just as the 
need is growing.

The American Legion, which bills itself 
as the nation’s largest wartime veterans 
service organization, is meeting for its an-
nual conference in Washington this week, 
with leaders testifying before Congress 
and members descending on Capitol Hill 
to make their concerns known.

American Legion National Commander 
Dan Dellinger sat down Tuesday with 
Stars and Stripes to discuss the Legion’s 
work with legislators, its partnership with 
the Department of Veterans affairs and 
its plans for the future. The interview has 
been condensed for space reasons.  

 With the Afghanistan War ending and 
the defense spending on a downward 
trajectory, could veterans fall between 
the cracks?

 Most definitely. As we’ve seen after pre-
vious wars, once a war is over, the veteran is 
forgotten about. We just want to make sure 
they continue to get the best health care 
possible. With an estimated 1.2 million of 
them coming off active duty in the next four 
years, we need to make sure that they have 
education and jobs, and that they and their 
families are being taken care of — medical-
ly, and mentally and psychologically, too.

 A big point of the conference this 
week is pushing the American Le-
gion’s legislative priorities. How well 
are you getting along with Congress at 
the moment?

 We get good reception in Congress for 

the things we back. We all know there’s 
a fiscal strain right now, and the Budget 
Control Act has had an effect. But the only 
sector of America to have its paycheck cut 
because of that was veterans, with the 1 
percent reduction in COLA [in the recent 
two-year bipartisan budget deal.] But Con-
gress rethought it and with our advocacy, 
they reversed their decision. But what 
got me was that portion was done behind 
closed doors.

 Speaking of retirement, what’s the 
Legion’s take on recent Pentagon 
ideas about changing the retirement 
system for future troops?

 They put together [the Military Compen-
sation and Retirement Modernization Com-
mission] to study this, and I’d rather see it 
left alone until the commission comes out 
with its findings, which are due next Feb-
ruary. Then we’ll take a hard look at each 
proposal. I mean, they have so much stuff 
flying in the air right now that I’m not re-
ally sure what we could say that would be 
accurate at this point.

 What do you think about proposals 
 such as introducing a 401(k)-type sys-
tem, or reduced benefits for working-
age retirees, or becoming eligible for 
some retirement payments before 20 
years?

 We’re going to fight that.
 Does the Legion worry about wheth-

er the VA will lack funds to care for a 
new wave of veterans? 

 That is a big concern. It just isn’t that 
generation, but it’s also the older genera-
tion. More veterans are coming into the 
system — the older veterans now — be-
cause of the limitations in the health care 
that they are getting or have access to. 
With the new Obamacare, a lot of them are 
losing or are going to have to pay a greater 

amount of money for private health care, 
so they’re coming to the VA. The VA has to 
be ready for that plus the 1.2 million who 
are now coming back.

 How do you grade the ongoing ef-
fort to reduce the VA disability claims 
backlog and reduce wait times for 
veterans?

 They’ve spent a billion dollars trying to 
get the seamless electronic medical records 
up and running. They’ve failed miserably. 
They need to get it done now, because the 
claims process takes so long. It’s an aver-
age now of 282 days — that’s what I saw 
two weeks ago from the VA numbers — to 
process a claim. And the majority of that 
time is waiting for paper records to come.

 What’s the big holdup?
 Right now they just aren’t staffed. They’ve 

been getting the disability backlog down by 
22 percent in the last three years, and the 
way they’ve done it is through overtime. 
If you had more staff you wouldn’t have to 
pay overtime, and get it down the way that’s 
needed.

 What’s the Legion doing to help?
 We have almost 3,000 volunteer service 

officers assisting every day to help veter-
ans through the process. We concentrate 
on what we call “fully developed claims,” 
where all the paperwork’s there once it goes 
in. We’re actually seeing less than 100 days 
from the time that they process that until 
they get a check in hand. I had a discus-
sion with a gentleman in a town I visited 
about a month ago who told me: “You just 
can’t imagine. I spent six months trying to 
get through this bureaucracy.” It was only 
when our service office assisted him that 
he actually got everything filed. He had his 
money in less than 100 days.

 How is the American Legion  doing as 
an organization these days?

We’re strong. We’ve got 2.4 million
members and I’m looking to grow this 
year and continue to grow. We’ve put in 
place a five-year-and-beyond membership 
plan to get more members to help run this. 
What we do in our communities, too, is just
phenomenal.

 What’s your plan to attract veterans
from recent wars?

I say this: “Build it and they will come.”
And we’ve built it. We’re getting younger
veterans in; they’re coming slowly. It was 
10 years after I got off active duty that I
came to the American Legion. I was rais-
ing a family, starting a business, trying to 
get my master’s. But when I saw the good
things it was doing in our community,
that’s why I joined. And that’s why they’ll 
join — because of what we do for America. 
We continue to serve after taking that uni-
form off.
carroll.chris@stripes.com 
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

American Legion leader looks ahead

 Courtesy photo

Dan Dellinger is the national commander 
 of The American Legion.

 BY CAROL ROSENBERG

The Miami Herald 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY 
BASE, Cuba — As the U.S. mili-
tary was grappling with the long-
running prisoner hunger strike 
last year, U.S. Army guards 
and other detention center staff 
were simultaneously shaken by 
a tuberculosis scare, the prison 
camps commander revealed last 
week.

No active case was found among 
the 2,100-strong Pentagon prison 
staff or the 154 captives in their 
custody. But the Navy mobilized a 
public health team to the remote 
base in southeast Cuba over the 
summer and into fall to methodi-
cally test both troops and detain-
ees, Rear Adm. Richard Butler 
said in an interview Wednesday 
with the Miami Herald and EFE 
news service.

Most of Guantanamo’s prison-
ers were brought to the prison 
camps in Cuba in 2002, where 
they’ve been held without charge 
or trial ever since. Now, more 
than a dozen years later, Butler 
said, “well over half of them have 
latent TB” — an increase over the 
original baseline — and a par-
ticular cause for concern among 
extra Navy medical staff sent to 

the base a year ago to cope with 
the food protests.

Tuberculosis, caused by a bac-
terium that typically attacks the 
lungs, can be fatal. It is spread 
through the air from one per-
son to another through coughs 
and sneezes. Prison populations 
can be particularly vulnerable, 

according to the World Health 
Organization.

Butler said the suspicions were 
fueled by a population of prison-
ers already losing weight in the 
food strike. On June 28, when 
the U.S. military was still dis-
closing hunger strike figures, 
the prison reported a record 106 

of the then-166 captives were on 
hunger strike. Less than a month 
later, on July 16, a record 46 of the 
hunger strikers were designated 
for forced feedings, strapped to a 
restraint chair with a tube snaked 
up each captive’s nose if they re-
fused to drink a can of nutritional 
supplement on their own.

The crisis in the camp put 
guards and the majority of cap-
tives in constant contact for the 
first time in years. Before the 
strike erupted in early 2013, the 
military had systematically given 
the captives greater privileges 
and independence inside commu-
nal lockups with guards watching 
on the outside.

To crush the protest, the mili-
tary put most prisoners under 
lockdown, each man alone inside 
his cell. Captives were suddenly 
dependent on U.S. troops to de-
liver meals and other supplies 
through a slot in a steel door.

Troops at the prison had more 
close contact with captives: The 
Army guard force systematically 
searched the genitals of captives 
as they came and went from legal 
and other meetings, to check for 
contraband. 

In addition, the guard force 
increasingly used a technique 

called a “forced-cell-extraction” 
on hunger strikers who refused to 
leave their cells for tube-feedings
— sending a unit of troops charg-
ing inside a cramped cell to tackle
and shackle a defiant captive for a
tube feeding.

In the aftermath of the TB
scare, Butler said, Navy health
officials have decided to check
each prisoner annually. Some
would get questionnaires asking
if they’ve been coughing a lot, he 
said. Other might get blood tests
or chest X-rays.

For that reason, the military was
maintaining a nearly 1-to-1 ratio 
of Navy health provider to prison-
ers even as the hunger strike has 
dipped below 40 participants. 

Guantanamo prison hit by TB scare over the summer

AP

 Military guards  enter the Camp Delta 1 military-run prison at  Guan-
tanamo Bay  Nav y Base, Cuba, in a photo from several years ago. 

Commander says budget woes are real, but so are needs of veterans



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                PAGE 7Thursday, March 27, 2014

NATION

 BY ROBERT BARNES

 The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A divided 
Supreme Court seemed inclined 
to agree Tuesday that the religious 
objections of business owners may 
protect them from a requirement 
in the Affordable Care Act that 
health insurance plans cover all 
types of contraceptives.

With both spring snow and dem-
onstrators gathering on the side-
walk outside, the justices spent a 
spirited 90 minutes debating reli-
gious conviction, equal treatment 
for female workers and whether 
the court would be opening the 
door for religious challenges to all 
sorts of government regulation.

It is difficult to predict a pre-
cise outcome based on the jus-
tices’ wide-ranging questions and 
statements. 

But a majority did seem to come 
together on the threshold question 
of whether a corporation can even 
hold religious views.

The conservative wing of the 
court seemed to agree that the 
challengers in the two cases — 
closely held corporations owned 
by families whose religious beliefs 
the government does not question 
— could be covered by a federal 
law that provides great protection 
for the exercise of religion.

For the contraceptive require-
ment to apply to the companies, the 
government would have to show 
that it has a compelling interest 
in enforcing the requirement, that 
it does not impose a substantial 
burden on religious exercise, and 
that there was no less intrusive 
way to provide coverage to female 
workers.

As is often the case, Justice An-

thony Kennedy — who voted two 
years ago to find the health care 
law unconstitutional — seemed to 
hold the deciding vote.

Some of his remarks and ques-
tions favored the government. 
He was concerned, for instance, 
about workers being denied cov-
erage to which they were entitled 
by law because of their employers’ 
objections.

But Kennedy may have signaled 
a deeper concern when he raised 
the worry that the government’s 
reasoning would mean there was 
little that employers could object 
to funding. Kennedy told Solicitor 
General Donald Verrilli Jr. that 
under Verrilli’s view, a corpora-
tion “could be forced in principle 
to pay for abortions.”

Verrilli said there are laws 
against that.

“But your reasoning would per-
mit that,” Kennedy responded.

Verrilli wanted to talk more 
about Kennedy’s other point and 
tried to get the justices to focus on 
the rights of the employees, who 
would be denied the best type of 
contraceptive coverage for them.

The three liberal and female 
justices were skeptical and ag-
gressive questioners of Paul 
Clement, the Washington lawyer 
representing two companies that 
object to providing coverage for 
emergency contraception and in-
trauterine devices .

Justices Sonia Sotomayor and 
Elena Kagan continually pressed 
Clement on whether his argument 
could be extended to employers 
that decline to pay for blood trans-
fusions or vaccines because of re-
ligious objections.

“The entire U.S. code” as it ap-
plies to corporations would have 

to be held to the highest constitu-
tional scrutiny, Kagan said.

“So another employer comes in, 
and that employer says, ‘I have a 
religious objection to sex discrim-
ination laws.’ And then another
employer comes in, ‘I have a reli-
gious objection to minimum wage
laws.’ And then another, fam-
ily leave. And then another, child
labor laws,” Kagan said.

Clement said that there is no
reason to believe that would hap-
pen, and that courts could decide 
 whether such claims had merit.

Also on Tuesday, less than a
mile away, the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the D.C. Circuit heard
a challenge to another part of the
law.

The consolidated cases before
the Supreme Court ask a question
the court has never confronted:
whether the Constitution or the
Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act , which protects an individu-
al’s exercise of religion, extends
to secular, for-profit corporations
and their owners.

The 1993 religious-freedom law
prohibits the federal government
from imposing a “substantial bur-
den” on a person’s exercise of reli-
gion unless there is a “compelling
governmental interest” and the 
measure is the least-restrictive
means of achieving the interest. 

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — People 
who’ve started applying for health 
insurance but aren’t able to fin-
ish before the March 31 enroll-
ment deadline will get extra time, 
the Obama administration has 
announced.

“We are experiencing a surge in 
demand and are making sure that 
we will be ready to help consum-
ers who may be in line by the dead-
line to complete enrollment, either 
online or over the phone,” Health 
and Human Services spokesman 
Aaron Albright said Tuesday.

The White House is scrambling 
to meet a goal of 6 million signed 
up through new online markets 
that offer subsidized private 
health insurance to people without 
access to coverage on the job. The 
HealthCare.gov website got more 
that 1 million visitors Monday, and 
the administration wants to pre-
vent a repeat of website problems 
that soured consumers last fall.

Officials said the grace period 
will be available to people on the 
honor system, meaning applicants 
will have to attest that special 
circumstances or complex cases 

prevented them from finishing by 
March 31.

It’s unclear how long the exten-
sion will last. Some have urged the 
administration to allow until April 
15, the tax filing deadline. People 
who are due refunds may be will-
ing to put some of that money to-
ward health care premiums.

The latest tweak to the health 
care rollout is certain to infuriate 
Republican critics of  the law. It 
follows delays of the law’s require-
ments that medium-sized to large 
employers provide coverage or 
face fines.  

Court weighs religious objections to ACA

Insurance sign-up time extended

CHARLES DHARAPAK/AP

Margot Riphagen, of New Orleans, wears a birth control pills 
costume as she protests in front of the Supreme Court in 
Washington on Tuesday  as the court heard a challenge to a birth 
control provision in the Affordable Care Act. 
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 BY PHUONG LE
AND MANUEL VALDES

The Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Wash. — Res-
cuers using small bulldozers and 
their bare hands pushed through 
sludge strewn with splintered 
homes and twisted cars to find 
10 more bodies in the debris of a 
Washington state mudslide, au-
thorities said.

Despite the grim discoveries 
as the search entered its fifth day 
Wednesday — and the likelihood 
that more bodies will be found — 
officials were still hoping to find 
survivors.

“We haven’t lost hope that 
there’s a possibility that we can 
find somebody alive in some 
pocket area,” said Travis Hots, a 
county fire chief.

Two bodies were recovered 
Tuesday, while eight were locat-
ed in the debris field from Satur-
day’s slide 55 miles  northeast of 
Seattle, Hots said.

That brings the likely death toll 
to 24, though authorities are keep-
ing the official toll at 16 until the 
eight other bodies are recovered.

The National Weather Service 
said rain and showers forecast 
through Saturday in Western 
Washington will make the search-
and-recovery effort  messy and 
also increase soil instability in 
the area.

Forecasters say 1 to 3 inches 
of rain could fall by the week-
end, adding moisture to hillsides, 
including the one that gave way 
Saturday.

Part of that mudslide blocked 
the North Fork of the Stillagua-
mish River at Oso. The river is 
flowing through the blockage, 
but forecasters say there is some 

flooding upstream and the threat 
of a flash flood downstream if the 
debris dam suddenly gave way.

With scores still missing, au-
thorities are working off a list 
of 176 people unaccounted for, 
though some names were be-
lieved to be duplicates.

Hundreds of rescuers and 
heavy equipment operators 
slogged through the muck and 
rain, following the search dogs 
over the unstable surface.

“Going on the last three days 
the most effective tool has been 
dogs and just our bare hands and 
shovels uncovering people,” Hots 
said.

As the increasingly desperate 
search progressed, reports sur-
faced that warned of the potential 
for dangerous landslides in the 
community.

A 2010 report commissioned 
by Snohomish County to comply 
with a federal law warned that 

neighborhoods along the Still-
aguamish  were among the high-
est-risk areas, The Seattle Times 
reported.

The hillside that collapsed 
Saturday outside  Oso was one 
highlighted as particularly dan-
gerous, said the report by Cali-
fornia-based engineering and 
architecture firm Tetra Tech .

A 1999 report by geomorpholo-
gist Daniel Miller, although not 
about housing, raises questions 

about why residents were allowed
to build homes in the area and
whether officials had taken prop-
er precautions.

“I knew it would fail cata-
strophically in a large-magnitude
event,” though not when it would
happen, said Miller, who was
hired by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to do the study.

A year later, the Army Corps
of Engineers warned in another 
study that lives would be at risk if 
the hillside collapsed, The Daily
Herald, of Everett, reported.

 Snohomish County Emergency 
Department director John Pen-
nington said local authorities 
were vigilant about warning the
public of landslide dangers, and
homeowners “were very aware of
the slide potential.” 

 BY JOSH LEDERMAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A Secret 
Service agent found drunk by 
staff at a Dutch hotel was recalled 
to the U.S. along with two of his 
colleagues, the day before Presi-
dent Barack Obama was set to ar-
rive in the Netherlands.

Word of another embarrassing 
incident to hit the elite agency 
came as the president was mid-
way through a weeklong, four-
country trip to Europe and Saudi 
Arabia. The Secret Service said 
the three agents were benched on 
Sunday for “disciplinary reasons” 
but declined to elaborate.

The Secret Service was alerted 

to the situation by U.S. Embassy 
officials in the Netherlands after 
hotel staff reported finding the 
highly intoxicated agent in the 
hotel, said a person familiar with 
the situation who wasn’t autho-
rized to discuss the alleged behav-
ior on the record and demanded 
anonymity. The other two agents 
were deemed complicit because 
they didn’t intervene despite 
being in a position to assist the 
drunken agent or tamp down his 
behavior, the person said.

“It wasn’t like a big, crazy 
party,” the person said.

The three agents were part of 
the president’s Counter Assault 
Team, but have been placed on 

administrative leave, according 
to The Washington Post, which 
first reported the disciplinary ac-
tion. The newspaper said one of 
the agents was a “team leader.”

Secret Service spokesman Ed 
Donovan said the incident did 
not compromise the president’s 
security in any way. Obama left 
the Netherlands late Tuesday 
for Brussels, and there were no 
known security issues during his 
stay.

Still, the incident represents a 
fresh blemish for an agency strug-
gling to rehabilitate its tarnished 
reputation following a high-pro-
file prostitution scandal and 
other allegations of misconduct. 

An inspector general’s report in 
December concluded there was 
no evidence of widespread mis-
conduct, in line with the service’s 
longstanding assertion that it has 
no tolerance for inappropriate 
behavior.

Before Obama travels any-
where abroad, a slew of Secret 
Service and other government of-
ficials are dispatched in advance 
to prepare the intense security 
operation needed to protect the 
president in unfamiliar territory. 
Typically, counter assault teams 
travel with the president in his 
motorcade and if he came under 
fire, the team would be called 
upon to engage any attackers 

while the president was hustled
to safety.

Stricter rules implemented in
the wake of the prostitution scan-
dal in Colombia bar agents from 
drinking alcohol within 10 hours
of starting a shift .

 Obama last year named veteran 
Secret Service agent Julia Pier-
son as the agency’s first female
director and signaled his desire
to change the culture at the male-
dominated service. Less than a
year later, two additional officers
were removed from Obama’s de-
tail following allegations of sexu-
ally related misconduct that came 
to light after an incident at a  hotel
next to the White House . 

NATION

Mudslide effort presses on with dogs, hands

3 Secret Service agents sent home from Obama detail

MARCUS YAM, THE SEATTLE TIMES/AP

Rescue workers carry an inflatable boat to the flooded area in the debris field caused by the massive 
mudslide above the North Fork of the Stillaguamish River  as recovery efforts continue near Oso, Wash., 
on Tuesday .  

TED S. WARREN/AP

People gather Tuesday  at a 
candlelight vigil in Arlington, 
Wash., for  mudslide victims    . 
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Firefighters battle five-alarm Houston blaze
A man views a five-alarm fire that ignited inside an apartment construction site  in Houston on Tuesday . 
 The  fire gutted the 396-unit, 4½-acre Axis Apartments project in the city’s hip Montrose district. No 
injuries have been reported. Fire officials said more than 200 emergency personnel battled the fire for 
2½ hours before bringing it under control. The cause of the fire is still under investigation.

MAYRA BELTRAN, HOUSTON CHRONICLE/AP

 BY EILEEN SULLIVAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — The Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee three 
years ago secretly considered 
— but ultimately rejected — al-
ternate ways for the National Se-
curity Agency to collect and store 
massive amounts of Americans’ 
phone records, The Associated 
Press has learned.

One of those options, outlined 
in a classified 2011 NSA analy-
sis and reviewed in detail during 
closed committee meetings, was 
similar to what President Barack 
Obama is now advocating: that the 
government stop the bulk collec-
tion of Americans’ phone records 
and instead ask phone companies 
to search their own business re-
cords for terrorism connections.

After reviewing the 2011 NSA 
analysis, the Senate overseers de-
cided not to move forward with any 
alternate arrangement, according 
to two government officials famil-
iar with the review. The officials 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorized 
to discuss the classified report.

The 2011 report is significant 
because not much has changed 
— operationally — with the 
NSA’s phone records program in 
the past three years. What has 
changed is that Americans now 
know the extent of the once-clas-
sified, massive surveillance oper-

ation, and they’re not happy with 
what they consider to be invasions 
of privacy.

Obama’s decision to call for 
changes in the program is not be-
cause he believes the program is 
flawed. It’s because he needs to 
regain the trust of the American 
public.

“I want to emphasize once 
again that some of the dangers 
that people hypothesize when 
it came to bulk data, there were 
clear safeguards against,” Obama 
said Tuesday in the Netherlands 
at the close of a summit on nu-
clear security. “But I recognize 
that people were concerned about 
what might happen in the future 
with that bulk data.”

The bulk collection of Ameri-
cans’ phone records is authorized 
under Section 215 of the USA Pa-
triot Act. When the program was 
up for reauthorization in 2011, it 
was hotly debated behind closed 
doors among members of the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee, said 
Democratic Sen. Jay Rockefeller, 
a member of the committee.

Most members of that commit-
tee decided that the current sys-
tem in which the NSA holds the 
phone records was better than 
the alternatives, Rockefeller said.

“It’s the only way,” Rock-
efeller said. Shifting the sole 
custody of the records to the 
phone companies, he said, would 
be “disastrous.” 

 BY OSKAR GARCIA

The Associated Press

HONOLULU  — A key Hawaii 
lawmaker considering an anti-
prostitution bill says he and Ho-
nolulu police have agreed to get 
rid of a longtime exemption that 
allowed police officers to have 
sex with prostitutes.

State Sen. Clayton Hee, head of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
said he and police agreed at a meet-
ing Tuesday that the exemption 

ran contrary to popular opinion.
Honolulu police said during 

the meeting that they’re OK with 
making it expressly illegal for 
officers to have sex with prosti-
tutes, as long as undercover offi-
cers can still say they’ll have sex 
so they can make arrests.

Honolulu police spokeswoman 
Teresa Bell told The Associated 
Press that officers have never 
been allowed to have sex with 
prostitutes under departmental 
rules, so making it illegal won’t 

change how officers operate. 
 A bill passed the House without

a clause that would have made sex 
with prostitutes illegal for officers
after police lobbied to have the lan-
guage removed, arguing it would
inhibit undercover investigations 
by giving criminals knowledge of
what police can and cannot do. 

Hee said the version of the bill 
that moves through his commit-
tee Friday will remove sexual
penetration from the police ex-
emption from prostitution laws . 

Honolulu cops may lose hooker exemption

Officials: Senate 
considered phone 
company option
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As a result, business leaders 
have been lobbying against tough 
measures.

“Germany will be harder hit 
than almost all other countries” 
by sanctions, especially if Putin 
retaliates by halting gas ship-
ments, Holger Schmieding, chief 
economist at Berenberg Bank in 
London, told Bloomberg News. “A 
stop of Russian energy imports 
throughout next winter — that 
would stall the European and the 
German economic recovery.” 

In response to more extensive 
economic sanctions,  Russia could 
look east to China as an alterna-
tive market, leaving Europe in the 
lurch.

 A week after Russia’s annexa-
tion of Crimea, there is no sign 
that limited Western sanctions, 
and threats of more to come, have 
caused Moscow to reconsider its 
intervention in Ukraine. But  there 
are signs that Putin could already 
be looking beyond the peninsula.

 Russia  has been building up  
forces along its eastern border 
with Ukraine, prompting worries 
that its troops could soon march 
across the heart of that country to 
seize Trans-Dniester, a breakaway 
enclave in neighboring Moldova 
that is home to a Russian-speak-
ing population. 

“There is a danger that if Rus-
sia’s leaders continue to think that 
Western countries are less-than-
committed to supporting Ukraine, 
they will think they can get away 
with doing more,” Lough said.

Even if Russia moved to claim 
Trans-Dniester, a Western mili-
tary intervention against any Rus-
sian offensive would be virtually 
inconceivable given the fact that 
Moldova is not a NATO member. 

Still, the crisis in Ukraine has 
galvanized NATO in recent weeks 
as  the alliance ratcheted up opera-
tions near Russia’s border. Those 
includ e an air policing mission in 
the Baltics and the deployment   
of surveillance aircraft along 
Ukraine’s western border . NATO 
 also  is examining the need to re-
position forces in other parts of 
eastern Europe.

Since the mid-1990s, NATO has 
been expanding eastward, taking 
in the former Soviet Baltic repub-
lics, the Warsaw Pact nations, and 
Croatia and Albania. Putin is un-
likely to venture into any of those 
states. 

NATO Secretary-General An-
ders Fogh Rasmussen, speaking 
in Brussels on Friday, described 
Russia’s actions in Ukraine as 
a game-changing event and a 
“wake-up call” for Europe as a 
whole.

“Our vision of a Europe whole, 
free and at peace has been put into 
question because this is not an iso-
lated incident,” Rasmussen said.

The redeployment of forces is an 
important step in trying to deter 
more Russian aggression and will 
reassure wary NATO members, 
such as Poland, experts say. What 
isn’t clear is how such NATO pos-
turing could dissuade Russia from 
conducting interventions in other 
regions that don’t enjoy the NATO 
security guarantee, known as Ar-
ticle 5, which ensures that an at-
tack on one member  would trigger 
a collective response. 

“Article 5 is iron-clad, but when 

it goes beyond that, it gets much 
more complicated politically. 
There will be differences in the al-
liance about how forward-leaning 
it wants to be,” said Ian Lesser, an 
expert with the German Marshall 
Fund of the United States.

Beyond the debate over sanc-
tions, if the crisis in Ukraine 
persists, it will force a re-exami-
nation of how U.S. military forces 
in Europe are positioned as well 
as spark a debate over nuclear and 
arms control strategies, Lesser 
said. 

If economic sanctions must be 
the primary  tool to deter Russia, 
experts say, NATO’s efforts to re-
assure alliance members in the 
east are also  a key aspect in coun-
tering Russia.

“I think there are things NATO 
can and will do to deter Russia,” 
Lesser said. “This is opening up a 
whole set of conversations that go 
from crisis management to grand 
strategy. None of this will be set-
tled anytime soon.”

NATO’s Article 5 security pact 
all but rules out a Russian incur-
sion into the former Warsaw Pact 
members and  Baltic republics. 
 Russian  military intervention in 
those countries  would be tanta-
mount to launching a large-scale 
war. However, other  non-NATO 
states such as  Georgia, which 
fought a brief war with Russia 
in 2008, and Moldova could be 
viewed as fair game by Putin if 
he sought to reassert himself in 
areas that once fell under the So-
viet Union. 

Those ambitions could only 
grow if the West failed to take 
concrete measures such as harsh 
economic sanctions,  analysts say. 
In addition, the U.S. should bol-
ster military aid to countries at 
risk of Russian intimidation, ac-
cording to the global security firm 
STRATFOR.

“A failure to engage at this point 
would cause countries around 
Russia’s periphery, from Estonia 
to Azerbaijan, to conclude that 
with the United States withdrawn 
and Europe fragmented, they 
must reach an accommodation 
with Russia,” wrote George Fried-
man, chairman of STRATFOR, in 
a Tuesday analysis. “This will ex-
pand Russian power and open the 
door to Russian influence spread-
ing on the European Peninsula 
itself.”

Attack helicopters, communi-
cations systems and anti-missile 
technology should be sent to coun-
tries to counter a growing Russian 
threat, Friedman said.

“The United States has an inter-
est in acting early because early 
action is cheaper than acting in 
the last extremity,” he said.

 Lough said Russia’s commod-
ity-based economy would be vul-
nerable to sustained economic 
pressure from the West, but that 
Europe must be willing to pay 
the short-term costs of such ac-
tion. So far, there are few signs 
Europe has the appetite for such a 
confrontation.

“We’re still in the early stages 
of this crisis,” Lough said. “What’s 
at stake is the independence of a 
country (Ukraine) that is pivotal 
to European security .  It’s a mis-
take to think we can ignore what 
the Russians are doing.”
vandiver.john@stripes.com

Pain: No signs that limited sanctions 
have deterred Russia from intervention

UKRAINE UNREST

 BY NATALIYA VASILYEVA

The Associated Press

MOSCOW  — Russia accused 
Ukrainian officials on Wednesday 
of barring Russian commercial 
airline crews from going outside 
their planes in Ukrainian airports. 
Ukraine denied the allegation.

Tensions between Moscow and 
Kiev have been rising since Russian 
forces occupied the Crimean Pen-
insula and stayed there throughout 

the referendum earlier this month 
when voters overwhelmingly sup-
ported Russia’s annexation.

Russian authorities previously 
complained that Ukrainian border 
guards have singled out Russian 
men at the frontier and blocked 
their crossing, fearing that they 
may be activists coming to stir up 
unrest.

Russia’s foreign ministry said in 
a statement that Ukrainian border 
guards have been forcing cabin 

crews of Aeroflot, the state-con-
trolled Russian airline, to stay in-
side their planes. The ministry said 
the decision violates international
law and ultimately “poses a threat to
the safety of civil aviation” because
the crews cannot rest properly. 

 Ukrainian soldiers on Tues-
day began their westward jour-
ney from Crimea after Ukraine’s
fledging government ordered the
withdrawal of its troops from the 
Black Sea peninsula. 

PAVEL GOLOVKIN/AP

Ukrainian soldiers transport  tanks from their base in Perevalnoe, outside Simferopol, Crimea, on 
Wednesday . Ukraine has started withdrawing  troops and weapons from Crimea, now controlled by Russia.  

Russia: Ukraine bars plane 
crews from leaving aircraft
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 BY JIM KUHNHENN

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS  — President 
Barack Obama and European 
Union leaders presented a unified 
front Wednesday against Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea and promot-
ed adoption of trans-Atlantic trade 
as an antidote to Russia’s influ-
ence in the region that would help 
Europe become less dependent on 
Moscow for its energy needs.

Obama said if anyone in Russian 
leadership thought they could drive 
a wedge between  Europe and the 
United States through its aggres-
sion, “they clearly miscalculated.”

Obama spoke during a news con-
ference at the Council of the Euro-
pean Union, after a working lunch 
with European Council President 
Herman Van Rompuy and Euro-
pean Commission President Jose 
Manuel Barroso that participants 
said was dominated by discussion 
of Ukraine. Van Rompuy called 
Russia’s action in Crimea “a dis-
grace in the 21st century, and we 
will not recognize it.”

Obama said coordination be-
tween the U.S. and Europe on 
economic sanctions against Rus-
sia has been excellent and warned 
that if Russia continues on its cur-
rent course, “the isolation will 
deepen.”

The leaders also expressed 
confidence they would reach an 
ambitious trans-Atlantic trade 
partnership, which Obama noted 
has a Ukraine connection because 
it could provide a counterweight 
to Russian energy leverage in 
Europe.

Obama’s stewardship of U.S.-
European relations has been hurt 
by revelations of communications 
prying by the U.S. National Se-
curity Agency. Van Rompuy said 
EU leaders conveyed their con-
cerns directly to Obama in their 
meeting, and Obama agreed to 
take aggressive steps to address 
the issue. Van Rompuy called for 
“equal treatment of EU and U.S. 
citizens,” who have more privacy 
protections.

With tensions running high 
on the continent, Obama ear-
lier called for a recommitment to 
peace during a solemn pilgrimage 

to Flanders Field American Cem-
etery and Memorial in northwest 
Belgium.

“This visit, this hallowed 
ground, reminds us that we must 
never ever take our progress for 
granted,” Obama said. “We must 
commit perennially to peace, 
which binds us across oceans.”

Followed by the stirring sound 
of a bugler playing taps, Obama 
joined Belgian Prime Minister 
Elio Di Rupo and King Philippe in 
laying a trio of wreaths at the white 
stone monument at the center of 
the cemetery, the site of a signifi-
cant World War I battle. The three 

leaders 
then walked 
among 
some of 
the white 
crosses 
that mark 
the burial 
site of 368 
American 
troops, 
most of 
whom gave 
their lives 
in liberat-
ing Bel-

gium from German occupation.
The Belgian leaders did not 

mention Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin by name in remarks 
afterward, but clearly were refer-
encing his audacious annexation 
of Crimea as they recalled the les-
sons of world war. 

“Our countries have learned the 
hard way that national sovereign-
ty quickly reaches its limits” when 
confronted with armed adversar-
ies, who don’t respect that sover-
eignty, said King Philippe. 

Obama came to Brussels to 
shore up commitments he re-
ceived from allies in The Hague, 
Netherlands, to reassure Eastern 
European members of NATO that 
the alliance will stand by them and 
to make a larger point about Euro-
pean security a quarter-century 
after the fall of the Iron Curtain. 

He held a working lunch with 
European Union officials and later 
was to meet with NATO Secretary 
General Anders Fogh Rasmussen, 
embracing the alliance born as a 
bulwark against the Soviet Union. 

 BY TODD PITMAN 
AND ROB GRIFFITH

The Associated Press

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia  —
A French satellite scanning the 
Indian Ocean for remnants of 
a missing jetliner found a pos-
sible plane debris field contain-
ing 122 objects, a top Malaysian 
official said Wednesday, calling 
it “the most credible lead that 
we have.”

Defense Minister Hisham-
muddin Hussein also expressed 
exasperation with the anger ris-
ing among missing passengers’ 
relatives in China, who berated 
Malaysian government and air-
line officials earlier in the day in 
Beijing. About two-thirds of the 
missing are Chinese, but His-
hammuddin pointedly said that 
Chinese families “must also un-
derstand that we in Malaysia also 
lost our loved ones” as did “so 
many other nations.”

Eighteen days into the search 
for Malaysian Airlines Flight 
370, the latest satellite images are 
the first to suggest that a debris 
field from the plane — rather 
than just a few objects — may be 
floating in the southern Indian 
Ocean, though no wreckage has 
been confirmed. Previously, an 
Australian satellite detected two 
large objects and a Chinese satel-
lite detected one.

All three finds were made in 
roughly the same area, far south-
west of Australia, where a desper-
ate, multinational hunt has been 
going on for days.

Clouds obscured the latest sat-
ellite images, but dozens of ob-
jects could be seen in the gaps, 
ranging in length from one  yard  
to  25 yards . 

At a news conference in Kuala 
Lumpur, Hishammuddin said 
some of them “appeared to 

be bright, possibly indicating 
solid materials.”

The images were taken Sun-
day and relayed by French-based 
Airbus Defence and Space, a divi-
sion of Europe’s Airbus Group; its 
businesses include the operation 
of satellites and satellite commu-
nications. The company said in 
a statement that it has mobilized 
five observation satellites, includ-
ing two that can produce very 
high resolution images, to help 
locate the plane.

Various floating objects have 
been spotted in the area by planes 
over the last week, including on 
Wednesday, when the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority said 
three more objects were seen. The 
authority said two objects seen 

from a civil aircraft appeared to be
rope, and that a New Zealand mili-
tary plane spotted a blue object.

None of the objects was seen on
a second pass, a frustration that 
has been repeated several times
in the hunt for Flight 370, missing 
since March 8 with 239 people
aboard.

Australian officials did not say 
whether they received the French
imagery in time for search planes
out at sea to look for the possible
debris field, and did not return
repeated phone messages seek-
ing further comment.

It remains uncertain whether
any of the objects seen came
from the plane; they could have 
come from a cargo ship or some-
thing else. 

MALAYSIAN REMOTE SENSING AGENCY/AP

This graphic   shows satellite imagery taken  March 23  with the 
approximate positions of objects seen floating in the southern Indian 
Ocean .  

Satellite spots 122 objects 
in search for Malaysian jet

Obama extols US-Europe 
bond amid Russia tension

‘ We must 
commit 
perennially 
to peace, 
which binds 
us across 
oceans. ’

President 
Barack Obama 

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP

President Barack Obama speaks during a joint news conference  at 
the EU-U.S. summit meeting on Wednesday  in Brussels .

 The Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey  — A Turkish 
court ordered the telecommuni-
cations authority to restore access 
to Twitter on Wednesday, issuing 
a temporary injunction five days 
after the government blocked the 
social network in Turkey.

Deputy Prime Minister Bulent 
Arinc told reporters the telecom-

munications authority would 
obey the court decision when it 
received official notice, but re-
served the right to appeal. 

The ban came shortly after 
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan threatened to “rip out the 
roots” of the social network 
that has been a conduit for links 
to recordings suggesting govern-
ment corruption.

The telecommunications au-
thority had closed off access to 
Twitter, accusing it of disobeying
Turkish court orders to remove 
content. The move drew interna-
tional criticism and many Turkish 
users flouted the ban, finding im-
mediate ways to circumvent it. 

Even Turkish President Abdul-
lah Gul tweeted his opposition
to the blockage. 

Turkish court orders halt to Twitter ban
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Legal heavyweights see Hobby Lobby’s dilemma
BY KATHLEEN PARKER

WASHINGTON

When it comes to tackling com-
plicated legal issues, one would 
be hard-pressed to conjure a 
less likely partnership than 

Harvard law professor Alan Dershowitz 
and Baylor University President Ken 
Starr.

Well, OK, there was the David Boies and 
Ted Olson confederacy fighting for gay 
marriage rights after they took opposite 
sides during the 2000 Bush-Gore election 
dispute. Still, witnessing Dershowitz and 
Starr discuss and largely agree on reli-
gious liberty issues raised by the popularly 
known Hobby Lobby case was pleasantly 
jarring.

The two convened at the Willard Hotel 
on Monday, the day before Hobby Lobby 
oral arguments were presented to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. In a delightful back-and-
forth punctuated by yarns and anecdotes, 
the two legal luminaries affirmed at least 
two points of agreement: (1) separation of 
church and state is good for religion; (2) 
corporations are people and people are 
corporations (echo Mitt Romney?) and, 
therefore, Hobby Lobby should be permit-
ted an exemption from the contraceptive 
mandate imposed by the Affordable Care 
Act.

To back and fill a bit: Hobby Lobby Stores 
Inc., a family-owned arts and crafts chain 
of 500 stores and 13,000 employees, is the 
lead plaintiff in a lawsuit against the fed-
eral government. Hobby Lobby President 
Steve Green, who told a dinner crowd Mon-
day night that he has distributed Bibles to 
a billion people worldwide through his per-
sonal ministry, claims that he shouldn’t be 
forced to participate in what he views as 

life-terminating contraception, including 
IUDs and the so-called morning-after pill.

The core of the argument is that Green’s 
business is protected by the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act, passed by Con-
gress and signed by President Bill Clinton 
in 1993. The RFRA basically requires that 
the government prove “compelling inter-
est” when someone’s religious rights are 
“substantially burdened” by what the state 
wishes to do. Although individuals and re-
ligious groups are clearly covered by the 
RFRA, it isn’t clear whether the RFRA’s 
protections also extend to companies.

Dershowitz and Starr kicked off an after-
noon of discussions as part of a symposium 
co-sponsored by Baylor University and 
Georgetown University’s Berkley Center 
for Religion, Peace & World Affairs. Starr, 
who pointed out that 84 amicus briefs have 
been filed in the case, described the law-
suit as a “conflict of vision” — big govern-
ment versus a family that has devoted itself 
to Christian mission work. While Starr’s 
stewardship of a Baptist university made 
his views unsurprising, Dershowitz’s were 
pleasantly jarring.

Proclaiming his love both for religion 
and the separation of church and state, he 
called the government’s brief “silly and 
trivial.” And though he thinks birth control 
is good for society — and he approves of 
the ACA — neither of those considerations 
matter.

It’s the principle.
Contrary to protestations from certain 

entities that subvert all issues for political 
gain, the case is not about birth control or 
women’s rights or even universal health 
care. It is, in Dershowitz’s summation, 
about “whether or not the statutes in the 
penumbra of the Constitution require a re-

ligious exemption.”
Period.
As a final note of clarification, the Green

family did not pick this battle. The federal 
government did when it imposed what
could be considered a secular belief sys-
tem on people who happen to be business 
owners with strong religious convictions
about abortion and abortifacients.

In a brief sidebar: Don’t you find it curi-
ous that the biological fact of life at concep-
tion is characterized as an article of faith
(religious), while denial of that life vis-a-
vis its involuntary termination is viewed
as ultimately sacred? One of life’s little 
mysteries.

Whatever one’s views on these matters,
they are of no consequence. The fact that I
personally favor birth control doesn’t alter
the logic of what I’ve just written. It merely
suits me to believe as I do in order to get
through life as I find most convenient. It
doesn’t make me right, except under sec-
ular law, which a great many people find 
less compelling than the higher laws of na-
ture — or of God. Your choice.

In any case, the first principle of reli-
gious freedom should be treated as para-
mount, as often and at every stage possible,
both Starr and Dershowitz agreed. And
both hope that the Supreme Court will find 
a way to accommodate Hobby Lobby.

The court’s ruling is expected sometime 
in June. In the meantime, one wishes only
to bottle the gracious, erudite and humor-
ous civility of Dershowitz and Starr and in-
fuse the water supply of the nation’s capital.
Perhaps a dash or two of their significant
brain power might also filter through.
Kathleen Parker is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.
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Geography puts Ukraine in tough position
BY GEORGE F. WILL

WASHINGTON

Igor Stravinsky, the Russian com-
poser, said of Poland, perilously posi-
tioned between Russia and Germany: 
“If you pitch your tent in the middle 

of Fifth Avenue, it is quite likely you will 
be run over by a bus.” Poland has been run 
over hard and often; indeed, between 1795 
and 1918 it disappeared from the map of 
Europe.

Geography need not be destiny, but it 
matters, as Ukraine is being reminded. 
During its hazardous path to the present, 
all or bits of it have been parts of Poland, 
the Austro-Hungarian empire, the Ot-
toman empire, the Russian empire, the 
Soviet Union and now another Russian em-
pire. Czarist Russia, which Lenin called 
“the prison of the peoples,” is re-emerging 
and has in Vladimir Putin an ambitious 
warden.

In last week’s Kremlin address, he said, 
“Do not believe those who want you to fear 
Russia, shouting that other regions will 
follow Crimea. We do not want to divide 
Ukraine; we do not need that.” The word 
“need” is not reassuring. It suggests that 
Russia’s needs are self-legitimizing, and 
recalls the definition of a barbarian as 
someone who thinks his appetites are their 
own justification.

Speaking of which: Six months after 
Germany’s absorption of Austria, which 
was quickly ratified by a plebiscite, Adolf 
Hitler, on Sept. 26, 1938, spoke about the 
Sudeten region of Czechoslovakia, home 
of many ethnic and linguistic Germans. 
Speaking three days before the Munich 
Conference began, he said, “This is the last 
territorial demand I have to make in Eu-

rope.” On March 15, 1939, six months after 
Germany’s annexation of the Sudetenland 
agreed to at Munich, Hitler swallowed the 
rest of Czechoslovakia.

Then his attention turned to “protect-
ing” the German-speaking population in 
Poland. On Sept. 1, 1939, Germany invad-
ed Poland on the pretext of responding to 
a Polish provocation. Ten days before, he 
had told senior military officers: “I shall 
give a propagandistic cause for starting 
the war, whether it be plausible or not. The 
victor shall not be asked, later on, whether 
we told the truth or not.” On the night of 
Aug. 31, a German prisoner was dressed in 
a Polish uniform, killed and displayed as 
a casualty of a Polish attack on a German 
radio station.

Putin, whose lamented Soviet Union was 
then Hitler’s ally, knows Hitler’s tactics. If 
Putin had a sense of humor he would jus-
tify as “R2P” his policy of bringing home 
to the safety of mother Russia many of the 
Russians residing in contiguous countries. 
R2P — “responsibility to protect” — was 
the moral principle the Obama administra-
tion invoked to justify involvement in the 
seven-month assault on Moammar Gad-
hafi, who posed no threat to us but suppos-
edly did to Libyans.

On Sept. 26, 1938, Hitler said “10 million 
Germans” lived “in two large contiguous 
regions” outside the Reich, and that “if 
I were simply to renounce 10 million ... I 
would then have no moral right to be fueh-
rer of the German people.” Putin, whose 
Russia had about 142 million people before 
he added the 2 million in Crimea, must en-
velop many more if he is to match the 200 
million the last czar, Nicholas II, ruled 100 
years ago.

Can NATO help restrain Putin? After
NATO was created in 1949, its first secre-
tary general, Lord Ismay, said its purpose
was to protect Europe by keeping “the Rus-
sians out, the Americans in and the Ger-
mans down.” The task of keeping Russia
out of its neighbors is being complicated by
something that would have improved the
last century — German passivity. Angela
Merkel may think that bringing Barack
Obama to a confrontation with Putin is like
bringing a knife — a butter knife — to a 
gun fight.

In a recent New Yorker interview, 
Obama praised himself for being “com-
fortable with complexity” and unraveled 
the Middle East’s complications: “It would
be profoundly in the interest of citizens
throughout the region if Sunnis and Shias 
weren’t intent on killing each other.” This
is the president as poseur — detached, la-
conic, arch, almost droll: If only — apolo-
gies to Kipling — the lesser breeds without
the law would  behave .

Obama evidently harbors the surreal
hope that Putin will continue to help re-
garding Syria and Iran. Continue? Putin’s
client in Damascus, Bashar Assad, is win-
ning his civil war. And regarding attempts 
to halt Iran’s nuclear weapons program, 
Putin’s helpfulness, if not fictitious, has
been ineffective.

Obama, always a slayer of straw men, has
eschewed something  no one  has contem-
plated, “a military excursion in Ukraine.” 
The American Heritage Dictionary de-
fines “excursion” as “a usually short jour-
ney made for pleasure.”
George F. Will is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.
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BY KATIE MILLER

In 2010, at age 20, I made the decision 
to leave the U.S. Military Academy. I 
was ranked at the top of my class and 
looking forward to a long career in the 

military, but I was also a lesbian and found 
it impossible to reconcile my desire to serve 
as a U.S. Army officer with the daily half-
truths required of me under the “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” gay ban. Since that time, I’ve 
watched proudly as the U.S. military has 
undergone once-unthinkable changes: the 
repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell,” the lifting 
of the ground combat exclusion policy and, 
just earlier this month, Senate passage of 
a record number of reforms to the way the 
military handles sexual assault. 

I know that DADT repeal, the lifting of 
the combat exclusion policy and the push 
for military criminal justice reform are 
not decisions that have just happened to 
women. It is not true, as one might think 
from media coverage, that the ultimate old 
boys club — the Joint Chiefs of Staff — one 
day woke up to the necessity of treating 
the other 20 percent of the force, women, 
as full equals. These are victories that 
military women have actively shaped and 
influenced for themselves, often working 
under the radar, fully part of and loyal to 
the institution they’ve helped bring into 
the 21st century. 

Take the ground combat exclusion pol-
icy . Women have already been in combat 
positions for years. In the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan wars, the Marine Corps and the 
Army realized that women were necessary 
in certain combat units because men could 
not conduct pat-downs for weapons at se-
curity checkpoints or engage with Muslim 
women according to cultural standards. 
The military responded by creating Fe-
male Engagement Teams, or FETs, which 
were attached to Army and Marine combat 
units. FET members lived in the same for-
ward operating bases, and even conducted 
routine patrols with the men, but were not 
formally assigned to these units.

In other words, throughout the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars, the military was trip-
ping over itself to put women with combat 
units while still abiding by its very own 
combat exclusion policy. 

Not to mention, more than 150 women 
laid down their lives in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and another 800 were wounded. They 
didn’t die by accident or collateral fire. 
These women were killed in action, de-
fending your freedom and mine.

The centrality of women was similarly 
obscured during the controversy before, 
during and after “don’t ask, don’t tell.” 
Much of the conversation during the lifes-
pan of that policy involved high-ranking 
military officials throwing around words 

like “unit cohesion” and “privacy” with 
shower anxiety and, in particular, sau-
sage-gazing, as the ever-present subtext. 
The truth of the matter, however, was that 
DADT was, to a large extent, a women’s 
issue. Lesbians serve at a much higher rate 
than gay men in the U.S. military, and were 
disproportionately targeted for “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” offenses. Although, from 1997 to 
2009, they comprised between 14 percent 
and 15 percent of gay military personnel, 
they were more than twice that proportion 
— 30 percent — among those discharged 
under DADT . 

Since the end of the ban, the most prom-
inent torch-bearers for LGBT equality in 
the military have also been women. In 
fact, the first openly gay general, and the 
second — Brig. Gen. Tammy Smith and 
Maj. Gen. Tricia Rose, respectively — are 
women. The U.S. armed forces have yet to 
see an openly gay male general or flag offi-
cer active in the ranks, despite the fact that 
men make up an overwhelming proportion 
of the highest ranking officers. Smith and 
Rose, just by doing their jobs and being 
who they are, have led a quiet revolution. 

The shameful, once-secret epidemic of 
sexual abuse in the military has become 
public knowledge thanks to the bravery 
of women: female veterans such as Kori 
Cioca (Coast Guard) and Sarah Plummer 
(Marine Corps), who came forward to tell 

their heartbreaking and brutal stories, and
female veterans in Congress such as Rep.
Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill., and Rep. Tulsi 
Gabbard, D-Hawaii, who played a large
role in passing much-needed reforms that
bring the military criminal justice system
into the modern day. This despite the fact 
that, in truth, the majority of victims of 
sexual assault in the ranks — 53 percent 
— are  men.

It’s easy to see why the distinct contri-
butions of military women are often over-
looked. Our female leaders in the fight for
gender-neutral qualification standards, 
the ability to talk about a spouse openly, or
to have a fair shot in the military court sys-
tem have greatly downplayed the histori-
cal nature of their contributions even as
they made an indelible mark on traditional 
military culture. When the ultimate goal is
to fit in and be seen as equal, to be labeled
a feminist or an activist — to stand out as a
woman — can seem antithetical to the mis-
sion. Even if these brave warriors — and
their commanders — don’t understand or 
acknowledge that the concept of gender
equity is still quite revolutionary, particu-
larly within the military, there’s no reason
we civilians can’t honor their quiet efforts. 

Katie Miller is a research associate at the Center 
for American Progress.

 BY THOMAS GEOGHEGAN

Bloomberg News

When this November we elect 
the people to lead our coun-
try, maybe 40 percent or even 
fewer will go to vote. Is it too 

late to stop this disgrace?
To take a page from “Nudge,” by Rich-

ard Thaler and Cass Sunstein, we might try 
“nudging” people to vote. Here’s one way: a 
personal, guilt-inducing letter of invitation 
to everyone to vote, mailed by every secre-
tary of state to every citizen, registered or 
not, for whom there is a driver’s license or 
state identification of any kind.

Some may groan: If increasing turnout 
is the goal, why not change the election 
date to Sunday? Why not mail a ballot to 
everyone? Indeed, why not have compul-
sory voting?

But apart from starting brawls, all those 
things require a change in the law. Nothing, 
not one thing, stops the secretary of state 
of Illinois, or Massachusetts, or California, 
from just sending out an innocent little let-
ter inviting citizens to vote, and reminding 
them of their civic obligation to do so.

At the moment, polarization is driving 
our politics, and our divided government 
leads to gridlock, which frustrates voters 
and makes it all seem pointless. Naming 
and shaming people who don’t vote has the 
potential to change that.

You might say: “Bah, humbug. No letter 
of invitation will have any effect on me.” 
You probably don’t even care what your 
neighbors are doing.

But we don’t care about you. By your 
very reading of this op-ed column, you 
have already demonstrated a higher-than-
average propensity to vote. The purpose 
here is to prey on people who don’t know 
what they ought to do.

This little epiphany came to me of late 
while traveling in a foreign country, where 
they always do things differently — and 
in particular, it happened on a trip in Sep-
tember to Berlin, just before the national 
elections. A friend there handed me such 

a letter of invitation — to be sure, more 
stiffly Teutonic than feel-good American 
in style. Yet reading it, I felt, well, nudged, 
and even envious that I had no chance to be 
a good German.

Suppose with a nudge the U.S. voting 
rate in 2014 went up from the typical 40 
percent to 50 percent and maybe from 
60 percent to 70 percent in a presidential 
year — which is only a modest turnout by 
the standard of other democracies on this 
planet. Are we so sure that our system of 
government would still be so dysfunction-
al? Even a nudge of just two points would 
still justify a letter.

Of course, we liberals especially should 
be much more than nudge-niks; and if it 

were possible legislatively, we should be 
swinging a stick. If we require people to 
serve on juries, we can require them to 
vote — yes, compulsory voting, just like 
in Australia and Belgium. “Oh, it’s in the 
Constitution that we don’t have to vote.” 
Where? In the text, there is neither an ab-
solute right to vote nor a right not to vote. It 
simply requires the eligibility be the same 
as eligibility for voting for the state Leg-
islature. “Oh, it violates our right to con-
science, or the First Amendment.” How? 
It’s fine to cast a blank ballot, as they do 
in Australia, which has compulsory vot-
ing — and where you’re fined if you don’t. 
Once they go to the polling place, they can 
do whatever they like.

Besides, not every abridgment of speech 
or conduct violates the First Amendment,
and there is nothing “content based” about 
an obligation to cast a vote of some kind,
blank or not, which is neutral as to for
whom or how the citizen votes at all. Spare
me the First Amendment — tell it to the tea
party.

It is true the Constitution is broken. But 
let’s not blame the Founders too much. It 
was our own era that came up with the “si-
lent” filibuster. It was our digital age that 
perfected the gerrymander.

Is it possible that the Constitution might 
work better if we had voting rates of 80
percent, or perhaps even just 70 percent?
It’s possible. And not because at 70 percent
the Democrats would triumph: They might 
not. But both parties would be different. 
A bigger percentage of the “99 percent” 
or just the “bottom 90 percent” would be
there to ballast against the “1 percent” or
the “10 percent” at the top. The “have-not”
faction, to take a concept from Federalist
No. 10, would be much larger relative to
the “haves,” and all the false conscious-
ness and cognitive dissonance in the world
could not cancel out the good effect. Good
things would start to happen. The problem 
of economic inequality at least on the scale
we have would sooner or later solve itself.

Maybe the red states would never do it
— but think what would happen if the blue
states had compulsory voting and the red
states did not. It would pile up popular ma-
jorities so lopsided for the blue-state presi-
dential choice that red states would have to
relent. To keep the Electoral College from
becoming a total joke, they would have to
resort to compulsory voting, too.

Can’t one blue state, just one of them, try
compulsory voting by initiative and see if 
it sets off a constitutional chain reaction?
After all, the states are supposed to be 
“laboratories for experiment.” That’s why
we have 50.
Thomas Geoghegan is a labor lawyer in Chicago. 
He is the author, most recently, of “Were You Born 
on the Wrong Continent?” 

Not voting shouldn’t be a choice in the US

Female GIs have worked hard to be treated as equals

LIONEL CIRONNEAU/AP

A child casts his mother’s ballot in a polling station in Frejus, France, in the first round 
of the municipal elections on Sunday .  Unlike the U.S., some nations, such as Australia 
and Belgium, have compulsory voting. Germans get an invitation/reminder to vote.
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FACES

 BY LAURI NEFF

The Associated Press

 Spending your days killing 
zombies apparently takes 
its toll. Actress Lauren 
Cohan said being on 

AMC’s “The Walking Dead” for 
three seasons has had an effect 
on her.

“My temperament has changed 
since I’ve been on the show be-

cause of being immersed in this dark 
material all the time,” Cohan said in a 
recent interview.

Cohan plays Maggie Greene on the 
post-apocalyptic zombie drama. So 
far this season [Spoilers ahead!] Mag-
gie has seen her father beheaded, was 
separated from her husband and doesn’t 
know whether her sister Beth is alive, 
dead or undead.

Cohan said that while she loves the 
show, it’s sometimes difficult to sepa-
rate herself from her character and that 

she’s become more “subdued.”
“You come out of doing the show 

when you’re like, ‘OK, remember how to 
relax and remember picking up hobbies 
or whatever,’ but remembering how to 
have frivolity as well has been difficult,” 
the 32-year-old actress said.

Cohan said that in some ways, she feels 
that she’s changed for the better because 
she doesn’t have as many highs and lows 
as she used to, but adds that she now has 
a “serious feeling in my heart” that she 
sometimes wishes wasn’t there.

Maggie and her husband were reunit-
ed in the show’s penultimate episode. 
Now the couple and a host of other char-
acters are headed for Terminus, which 
promises “sanctuary for all. Those who 
arrive survive.”

Is that a good thing? Cohan isn’t giving 
away any spoilers for the season finale, 
which airs Sunday  in the U.S. “It sounds 
too good to be true,” Cohan said, adding 
that like everything else on the show, “It 
probably is.”

 Lauren  Cohan says it’s tough working   on the series “The Walking Dead.” 
 AMC /AP

Dark role takes toll
on ‘Walking Dead’ star

COLIN YOUNG-WOLFF, INVISION/AP 

 Gwyneth Paltrow, left , and  Chris Martin —  in   Beverly Hills, 
Calif., in January —  are separating after 11 years of marriage.   

 Paltrow, Martin separate

Angelina Jolie surprises CinemaCon to tout ‘Unbroken’

Eminem, Outkast top
2014 Lollapalooza lineup

 Eminem and Outkast will headline a di-
verse lineup of more than 130 acts at this 
year’s three-day Lollapalooza music festi-
val in Chicago, Jane’s Addiction lead sing-
er and Lollapalooza founder Perry Farrell 
announced Wednesday.

The lineup also includes recent Gram-
my darling Lorde, rockers Kings of Leon 
and Arctic Monkeys and electronic dance 
music stars Calvin Harris and Skrillex.

“Every year you’re shooting to have just 
an incredible bill that people will look at 
and say, ‘I’m there,’ ” Farrell said in an in-
terview. “The music is going to entertain 
them and do wonders for their heart and 
so is the city.”

This year marks the festival’s 10-year 
anniversary in Chicago’s lakefront Grant 
Park. This year, acts will perform on eight 
stages Aug. 1-3. The full lineup is available 
on Lollapalooza’s website, lollapalooza.
com.

 Eminem last played Lollapalooza in 2011. 
“He’s on top of his game and he’s doing a 
great show,” Farrell said. “His live show is 
incorporating really well-made video and 
guest appearances.”

High  speed  cause
of   actor’s deadly crash

 “Fast & Furious” star Paul Walker and 
friend Roger Rodas were going up to 94 
mph in a 45 mph zone in a Porsche with two 
9-year-old tires when they lost control, hit 
a light pole and died immediately when the 
car burst into flames, according to a new 
investigation of the November accident.

Investigators with the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department and Califor-
nia Highway Patrol concluded that unsafe 
speed, not mechanical problems, caused 
the Nov. 30 crash, the sheriff’s department 
said Tuesday.

Based on post-crash calculations, ac-
cident reconstruction specialists with the 
Highway Patrol believe Rodas was driving 
his 2005 Porsche Carrera GT between 81 
mph and 94 mph, according to their in-
vestigative report. The CHP declined to 
comment. 

The Associated Press reported in De-
cember that investigators had found no 
evidence that the car had mechanical 
problems and had ruled out debris or other 
roadway conditions. Subsequently, Porsche 
sent engineers to California to review the 
rare car’s wreckage. T he engineers  found 
no problems with the car’s electrical sys-
tems, brakes, throttle, fuel system, steer-
ing, suspension or other systems.  

Other news 
�   History has found that the key to 

the audience’s heart lies with looting and 
pillaging. And so the channel has given a 
green light to a third season of its dramatic 
series “Vikings.”  The series has averaged 
3.4 million total viewers in its second 
season .

�  Robin Roberts is taking on some night 
work as a guest judge on ABC’s “Dancing 
with the Stars.” The “Good Morning Amer-
ica” anchor will appear on the show  March 
31 in the U.S. alongside the regular panel-
ists. She’s the first of several guest judges 
scheduled this season, including Ricky 
Martin and Redfoo from the band LMFAO.

�   The organizers of New York Comic 
Con, ReedPOP, announced Wednesday 
they will launch BookCon during Book-
Expo America, a weekend gathering in 
New York in late May. The “massive pop 
culture” event will feature author John 
Grisham, actress-author Amy Poehler and 
other well-known guests. BookExpo  is pri-
marily a trade show held for booksellers, 
librarians and others in the industry. Book-
Con will be open to the general public.
From wire services

CHRIS PIZZELLO, INVISION/AP 

Angelina Jolie, director of “Unbroken,” 
introduced a trailer for the film during 
a  presentation at CinemaCon 2014 on 
Tuesday  in Las Vegas.  

BY JESSICA HERNDON 
The Associated Press 

 Angelina Jolie took to the stage at Cin-
emaCon, the annual convention of theater 
exhibitors, on Tuesday to reveal footage 
from the upcoming survival saga “Unbro-
ken,” which she directed and produced.

“I wanted to make this film because its 
message is one that we all need now more 
than ever,” said Jolie in front of the crowd 
of theater owners at the Caesars Palace in 
Las Vegas.

Shot in Sydney last year, the film tells 
the true story of Lou Zamperini, a World 
War II hero and track star who ran in the 
1936 Berlin Olympics. 

Zamperini, who is played by Jack 
O’Connell, spent a harrowing 47 days 
afloat in the Pacific Ocean following the 

1943 crash of his U.S. military plane. He 
spent the following two years as a prisoner 
of war after washing up behind Japanese 

enemy lines.
Developed originally by Universal Pic-

tures in 1957, the biopic was supposed to
star Tony Curtis, said Universal chair-
woman Donna Langley before introduc-
ing Jolie. But after many false starts, the
project never took shape. 

It wasn’t until Zamperini’s story caught
the attention of Jolie, that the film really
began to evolve.

 “Unbroken,” to be released in Decem-
ber, is based on Laura Hillenbrand’s book
“Unbroken: A World War II Story of Sur-
vival, Resilience, and Redemption,” which
chronicles Zamperini’s life.

 The footage teased revealed affecting 
scenes of Zamperini’s struggles, from his
efforts to escape from his military plane
after it crashed into the ocean, to the beat-
ings her underwent as a prisoner. 

 The Associated Press

Gwyneth Paltrow and Chris 
Martin, one of Hollywood’s 
highest-profile couples, are 
separating after more than a 
decade of marriage, according 
to a message posted Tuesday 
on the “Iron Man” star’s blog.

Paltrow, 41, and Martin, 37, 
were married in 2003. The ac-
tress and the musician have 
two children: daughter Apple, 
9; and son Moses, 7.

“We have been working hard 
for well over a year, some of it 
together, some of it separated, 
to see what might have been 
possible between us, and we 
have come to the conclusion 

that while we love each other 
very much, we will remain 
separate,” read the message 
titled “Conscious Uncoupling” 
on Goop.com.

It was signed by both Pal-
trow and Martin, and a spokes-
woman for Martin confirmed 
the separation.

“We are parents first and 
foremost, to two incredibly 
wonderful children, and we 
ask for their and our space and 
privacy to be respected at this 
difficult time,” the message 
also said. “We have always 
conducted our relationship pri-
vately, and we hope that as we 
consciously uncouple and co-

parent, we will be able to con-
tinue in the same manner.”

Martin, the Grammy-win-
ning lead vocalist of Cold-
play, and Paltrow, who won 

an Oscar for her performance
in “Shakespeare in Love,”
shared an extraordinary level
of fame in different entertain-
ment mediums.    
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The amount
lost by a 
Shawano 
County, Wis.,
couple in a
scam. Gor-

don and Agnes Schlender got a phone
call recently telling them their grandson
was in jail and that they needed to wire
$2,000 to Florida. Agnes Schlender
said they thought they were helping
their grandson, but that wasn’t the
case. After talking with their grandson,
they realized it was a scam, but it was 
too late: They had wired the money.
Gordon Schlender said they’ll be more
aware when “things don’t sound just
right.”

the clip got caught in the chain.
The boy’s mother told the sta-

tion her son is going to be OK and 
will probably have nothing more 
than a scar.

It was a policy at the Rapid City 
elementary school to give stu-
dents a lanyard at recess before 
lunch hour.

 Man drives van into 
backyard pool, dies

NJ MANALAPAN — Police 
said a New Jersey man 

who drove his minivan off a road, 
through a fence and into a swim-
ming pool may have suffered a 
medical episode before the dead-

ly accident occurred.
Manalapan police told the 

Asbury Park Press  that Robert 
Koenig, 49, of Marlboro, was west-
bound when his minivan struck a 
parked car about 2:20 p.m. Satur-
day and left the roadway.

The van then entered the back-
yard of a residence on a nearby 
lane, crashed through a vinyl 
fence and sank in the pool.

Police and emergency respond-
ers soon arrived on scene and 
went into the pool to try to free 
Koenig, who was trapped. He was 
pulled unconscious from the pool 
and later died at a hospital.

The cause of death hasn’t been 
determined. 

 Pedestrian injured 
during wild car chase 

NY NEW YORK — A pe-
destrian was injured 

after being struck by a vehicle 
fleeing the New York Police 
Department.

Authorities said the driver led 
police on a wild chase through 
the Upper West Side, Central 
Park and the Upper East Side on 
Sunday night. The New York Post 
said the pedestrian was taken 
to a hospital with bruising and 
scrapes to his leg and right arm.

At one point, the police car 
ran into the driver’s fender and From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

$2K

 ‘Thunder’ case suspect 
says he’s mentally ill

NV LAS VEGAS — A man 
accused of firing a gun 

as he tried to make off with cos-
tumes and props used by Thun-
der From Down Under male 
performers in Las Vegas denies 
the allegations against him.

In jailhouse interviews Friday 
with KLAS-TV and the Las Vegas 
Sun, Joey Kadmiri, 24, said he 
suffers from mental health and 
drug problems and needs outpa-
tient therapy.

He said he’s also convinced all 
police are out to get him, and he 
believes everyone is an officer 
when his hallucinations intensify.

Kadmiri said that’s why he re-
fused to go to court Friday for his 
arraignment on felony attempted 
murder, armed robbery, burglary 
and weapons charges

 Suspected robber with 
part of till arrested

UT MAGNA — Police said 
a robbery suspect was 

arrested in a Salt Lake City sub-
urb after they found him running 
down the street with a ski mask 
covering his face, a gun in one 
hand and part of a cash register 
in the other hand.

Unified Police Lt. Justin Hoyal 
said two officers caught the sus-
pect even before the robbery, 
which occurred Friday afternoon 
at a Magna convenience store, 
was reported by an employee in 
a 911 call. Hoyal said the suspect 
ran away when they tried to stop 
him but was apprehended outside 
a nearby home.

Scott Trumble, 33, is accused 
of demanding money from a store 
clerk at gunpoint. The suspect 
asked for more money but be-
came frustrated after being told 
there was no more money. He 
then left. 

 Horses run into parade 
spectators; 3 injured

CA SAN JUAN CAPIST-
RANO — Two horses 

ran into a crowd at a Southern 
California parade, injuring three 
spectators, including a double 
amputee who was knocked out of 
his wheelchair.

Orange County Fire Authority 
spokesman Steve Concialdi said 
the horses were pulling a car-
riage filled with people when they 
bolted at the start of the Swallows 
Day Parade route in San Juan 
Capistrano.

He said the double amputee was 
taken to the hospital with moder-
ate injuries after a horse fell on 
him. Two women who stood near-
by suffered minor injuries.

 School district bans 
lanyards after incident

SD RAPID CITY — A 
western South Dakota 

school district has banned lan-
yards from elementary school 
students after a pupil wearing 
one began to choke on it when he 
got stuck in a swing.

KOTA-TV reported that the 8-
year-old boy was wearing a lan-
yard backward around his neck 
when he jumped off the swing and 

THE CENSUS

Bill Lawrence 
competes during 
the Locust Fork 
Classic white-
water slalom 
race on the 
Locust Fork River 
near Cleveland, 
Ala., on Saturday  
The event is the 
finale for the 
Alabama Cup 
racing series.
MARK ALMOND, 
AL.COM /AP

Marine Corps veterans John Charles, left,  and Glen MacDonald wear gas masks as they are pelted with 
colored powder by members of the Alexandria Senior High School softball team during the Freedom Run 
at Freedom Fest on Saturday  in Pineville, La. The event was held to celebrate the return of troops from 
combat deployment. Proceeds benefit the veterans organization Team Red, White and Blue. 

Celebrating troops’ return

pushed it onto the curb, sending
pedestrians scrambling out of the 
way. 

The chase began after police
tried to pull the car over. The rea-
son wasn’t immediately known. 

 Car crashes into child’s 
bedroom; driver hurt

OH COLUMBUS — A 6-
year-old central Ohio 

girl escaped serious injury when
a car came crashing into her bed-
room as she slept.

It happened just after midnight
Monday in north Columbus when
the car lost control and hit the
house, shoving in the wall in and
knocking the girl out of her bed.

Columbus police said the crash 
happened after the driver of the
car fled officers. The driver, who
likely will be charged with drunk-
en driving, was taken to a hospital
with a broken leg.

No names have been released.

 Cops: Man trespassed 
at Taylor Swift’s home

RI WESTERLY — A Mas-
sachusetts man has been

ordered to stay away from Tay-
lor Swift’s vacation home on the
Rhode Island shore.

The Westerly Sun reported that 
Daniel Cole, 38, of Brewster, was 
summoned before a state judge
Friday after police say he ignored
previous warnings to not trespass 
at Swift’s mansion in the Watch
Hill section of Westerly.

Cole pleaded not guilty to tres-
passing and disorderly conduct 
charges. A Wakefield District
Court judge issued a no-contact 
order and released Cole on per-
sonal recognizance.

Westerly police said Cole
blocked the driveway to Swift’s
home with his pickup truck Dec. 
9 and was escorted off the prop-
erty. Police said he returned Dec.
21 and struggled with police while
refusing to leave.  

Race 
to the 
finish

 ERIC 
CHAPMAN, 

BRADENTON 
(FLA.) 

HERALD/MCT

MELINDA MARTINEZ, THE (ALEXANDRIA, LA.) DAILY TOWN TALK/AP
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 BY BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AND RYAN NAKASHIMA

The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — Facebook is 
buying virtual reality company 
Oculus, betting $2 billion that its 
technology will become a new 
way for people to communicate, 
learn or be entertained.

“This is a long-term bet on the 
future of computing,” Facebook 
Chief Executive Mark Zuckerberg 
said Tuesday on a call with ana-
lysts. “I believe Oculus can be one 
of the platforms of the future.”

Irvine, Calif.-based Oculus VR 
Inc. makes the Oculus Rift, a vir-
tual reality headset that’s received 
a lot of attention from video game 
developers, though it has yet to 
be released for consumers. The 
headsets cover a user’s eyes and 
create an immersive world that 
reacts to turning one’s head or 
moving back and forth.

Beyond games, Zuckerberg said 
virtual reality headsets might 
someday be used to enjoy a court-
side seat at a basketball game, 

study in a classroom, consult with 
a doctor face-to-face or shop in a 
virtual store. The technology also 
has social applications, he said.

“Imagine sharing not just mo-
ments with friends online but en-
tire experiences and adventures,” 
he said.

It is Facebook’s second big ac-
quisition in as many months.  

Zuckerberg  called Oculus a 
“unique” company with a major 
lead on rivals in technology, en-
gineering talent and developer in-
terest. Sony Corp. unveiled its own 
prototype virtual reality headset 
at a game-developers conference 
in San Francisco last week.

Zuckerberg said virtual reality 
technology is a computing plat-
form unto itself, comparing it to 
personal computers, which revo-
lutionized the world in the 1970s 
and 1980s, and mobile phones.

Facebook Inc. said Tuesday 
that the deal includes $400 million 
in cash and 23.1 million shares 
worth about $1.6 billion. Oculus 
employees are also eligible for an 
additional $300 million if the com-
pany achieves certain targets. 

A ntonio Rodriguez, general 
partner of venture capital fund 
Matrix Partners, was an early 
investor who put $18.5 million 
in Oculus starting last year. He 

said he decided to invest within 
minutes of trying on a pair of the 
goggles.  

Rodriguez said virtual reality 
could be used to enhance virtual 
tours of homes for potential buy-
ers and for getting a flavor for 
distant locations before planning 
a vacation, say to Cancun.

“Short of the sunburn and the 
smell of the sweet Caribbean Sea, 
you’re getting the whole experi-
ence,” he said. “They’re going to 
change the world.” 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (March 27) .....................$1.4154
Dollar buys (March 27) ....................€0.7065
British pound (March 27) .................... $1.70
Japanese yen (March 27)..................100.00
South Korean won (March 27) .... 1,048.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3770
British pound .....................................$1.6551
Canada (Dollar) ................................... 1.1163
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2087
Denmark (Krone) ................................ 5.4117
Egypt (Pound) ......................................6.9641
Euro ........................................ $1.3795/0.7249
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7586
Hungary (Forint) .................................226.38
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4877
Japan (Yen) ...........................................102.36
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2816
Norway (Krone) ...................................6.0434
Philippines (Peso).................................44.99
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.03
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7505
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2678
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,075.79
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8853
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.60
Turkey (Lira) .........................................2.2031
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.09
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.05
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.59

Thursday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 86 61 PCldy
Akron, Ohio 52 20 Cldy
Albany, N.Y. 40 9 Clr
Albuquerque 62 42 Cldy
Allentown, Pa. 45 17 PCldy
Amarillo 71 43 Clr
Anchorage 38 21 PCldy
Asheville 56 25 Cldy
Atlanta 63 38 Cldy
Atlantic City 45 18 PCldy
Austin 80 62 Cldy
Baltimore 48 20 PCldy
Baton Rouge 73 51 Cldy
Billings 39 27 Snow
Birmingham 66 36 Cldy
Bismarck 36 22 Cldy
Boise 53 40 Rain
Boston 40 19 PCldy
Bridgeport 38 16 PCldy
Brownsville 82 67 Cldy
Buffalo 46 13 PCldy
Burlington, Vt. 35 6 Clr
Caribou, Maine 25 10 Clr
Casper 42 28 Rain
Charleston, S.C. 64 34 PCldy
Charleston, W.Va. 62 25 Cldy
Charlotte, N.C. 60 29 Cldy

Chattanooga 63 34 Cldy
Cheyenne 46 30 Cldy
Chicago 48 35 Rain
Cincinnati 51 29 Snow
Cleveland 52 22 Cldy
Colorado Springs 56 35 Cldy
Columbia, S.C. 64 32 PCldy
Columbus, Ga. 66 40 Cldy
Columbus, Ohio 50 26 Rain
Concord, N.H. 37 6 Clr
Corpus Christi 80 68 Cldy
Dallas-Ft. Worth 85 54 Cldy
Dayton 48 29 Snow
Daytona Beach 73 48 Cldy
Denver 51 33 Cldy
Des Moines 51 44 Rain
Detroit 42 27 Rain
Duluth 34 25 Snow
El Paso 75 52 Clr
Elkins 57 16 Cldy
Erie 48 19 Clr
Eugene 55 43 Rain
Evansville 59 36 Cldy
Fairbanks 34 -3 Clr
Fargo 30 23 Clr
Flagstaff 48 30 PCldy
Flint 40 26 Snow
Fort Smith 71 46 Cldy

Fort Wayne 49 30 Rain
Fresno 70 49 Cldy
Goodland 53 38 Cldy
Grand Junction 53 36 Rain
Grand Rapids 42 25 Cldy
Great Falls 39 23 Snow
Green Bay 41 29 Rain
Greensboro, N.C. 57 27 PCldy
Harrisburg 47 18 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 43 17 PCldy
Helena 43 28 Snow
Honolulu 83 67 PCldy
Houston 77 59 Rain
Huntsville 63 37 Cldy
Indianapolis 49 32 Rain
Jackson, Miss. 71 47 Cldy
Jacksonville 70 40 Cldy
Juneau 36 18 Clr
Kansas City 61 45 Rain
Key West 78 66 Clr
Knoxville 60 31 Cldy
Lake Charles 71 56 Rain
Lansing 43 24 Cldy
Las Vegas 70 53 PCldy
Lexington 56 29 Cldy
Lincoln 50 45 Cldy
Little Rock 67 46 Rain
Los Angeles 68 56 PCldy

Louisville 57 33 Cldy
Lubbock 76 49 Cldy
Macon 66 35 PCldy
Madison 45 34 Rain
Medford 56 42 Rain
Memphis 66 44 Clr
Miami Beach 75 59 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 83 52 Clr
Milwaukee 45 33 Rain
Mpls-St. Paul 41 37 Rain
Missoula 46 30 Rain
Mobile 70 44 Cldy
Montgomery 70 39 Cldy
Nashville 63 37 Cldy
New Orleans 72 55 Cldy
New York City 41 20 PCldy
Newark 43 19 PCldy
Norfolk, Va. 50 27 Clr
North Platte 46 36 Cldy
Oklahoma City 78 48 Clr
Omaha 50 45 Rain
Orlando 77 50 Cldy
Paducah 62 39 Cldy
Pendleton 52 40 Cldy
Peoria 53 38 Rain
Philadelphia 46 21 PCldy
Phoenix 75 58 Clr
Pittsburgh 55 21 Cldy

Pocatello 48 33 Snow
Portland, Maine 34 9 Clr
Portland, Ore. 54 43 Rain
Providence 41 19 PCldy
Pueblo 60 39 Cldy
Raleigh-Durham 58 26 PCldy
Rapid City 44 26 Cldy
Reno 52 36 Cldy
Richmond 55 23 PCldy
Roanoke 54 24 Cldy
Rochester 45 13 Clr
Rockford 48 35 Rain
Sacramento 65 49 Cldy
St. Louis 63 43 Rain
St. Petersburg 76 56 Cldy
St. Thomas 85 75 Clr
Salem, Ore. 56 43 Rain
Salt Lake City 57 40 Snow
San Angelo 87 58 Clr
San Antonio 85 61 Cldy
San Diego 66 60 Cldy
San Francisco 63 51 Cldy
San Jose 65 48 Cldy
San Juan, P.R. 85 73 Clr
Santa Fe 59 34 Clr
St. Ste Marie 33 14 Snow
Savannah 66 36 PCldy
Seattle 52 44 Rain

Shreveport 73 49 Rain
Sioux City 44 43 Rain
Sioux Falls 38 37 Snow
South Bend 49 32 Rain
Spokane 48 36 Rain
Springfield, Ill. 56 38 Rain
Springfield, Mo. 65 42 Rain
Syracuse 38 10 Clr
Tallahassee 71 36 Cldy
Tampa 77 50 Cldy
Toledo 49 24 Cldy
Topeka 65 46 Cldy
Tucson 74 54 Clr
Tulsa 76 47 Clr
Tupelo 66 39 Clr
Waco 81 54 Cldy
Washington 50 24 PCldy
W. Palm Beach 74 57 Cldy
Wichita 70 46 Clr
Wichita Falls 82 53 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 43 12 Cldy
Wilmington, Del. 45 20 PCldy
Yakima 55 36 Cldy
Youngstown 52 17 Cldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Tue., 96, Death Valley, Calif. 
Lo: Tue., -27, 1 Mile Northwest Of
Clayton Lake, Maine

WEATHER OUTLOOK

Mildenhall/
Lakenheath

46/32

Ramstein
48/35

Stuttgart
50/33

Lajes,
Azores
54/48

Rota
57/48

Morón
57/41 Sigonella

62/47

Naples
50/48

Aviano/
Vicenza
59/41

Pápa
66/44

Souda Bay
66/62

THURSDAY IN EUROPE

Brussels
50/33

Bahrain
73/69

Baghdad
86/58

Doha
80/61

Kuwait
City

86/62

Riyadh
83/62

Djibouti
84/78

Kandahar
70/46

Kabul
55/42

Manas
54/40

THURSDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
52/37

Guam
86/78

Tokyo
61/45

Okinawa
71/63

Sasebo
68/47

Iwakuni
65/48

Seoul
67/44

Osan
67/40 Busan

66/52

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

Facebook buying virtual reality company
‘ Imagine sharing not just 
moments with friends online 
but entire experiences and 
adventures. ’

Mark Zuckerberg
Facebook chief executive
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BMW, 316i, 1997 $3000.00
Great car with no problems.
Silver. Automatic transmission.
Seat heaters. Summer tires and
winter tires all on wheels. Call or
email. Willing to negotiate!
016092963047 erinelizabef@h
otmail.com

Alfa Romeo, MiTo, 2009
$7750.00 Great car for Italy and
Europe: low miles, great fuel
economy, Blaupunkt radio with
CD, sport package, sport seats,
leather steering wheel, 18" alloy
rims, very clean, no damage,
E u r o  s p e c s
alfa.mito@yahoo.com

BUERSTER, TRAILER 530TL
CITY, 1983 $500.00 German
camper that is currently regis-
tered in the U.S. USAREUR
System. Registration is good
until July 2014. Please contact
me if you would like more
pictures or more information.
Camper is located in Pfungstadt.
j g e r s h e n @ h o t m a i l . c o m
01622717145

Dodge, Grand Caravan, 2001
$3800.00 2001 Dodge Grand
Caravan.120K miles, power
steering, power brakes, power
windows, power doors, AC,
AMFM CD Player. New tires and
brakes. Runs well drives great!
Vehicle located in Stuttgart,
Germany. Passed Inspection
SEP 13. Hail Damage. Contact
Bob, timelost@gmail.com or +33
626 593 885 (temp number in
France). 004915151617599

Land Rover, Range Rover
Evoque, 2013 $41000.00 in
maritus blue with black leather
interior. Bought new in July
2013 has about 7000KM and it
in excellent condition. This has
the 190 hp diesel engine mated
to a 6spd manual. Why this
combination is not imported in to
the US is beyond me. Gets
about 40mpg on the Bahn.
Email for more details at
jlwolff911@hotmail.com

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Dodge, Journey RT AWD,
2009 $13000.00 Bought new in
October 2009 from AAFES car
sales. Has every option availa-
ble for this vehicle for the year.
Vehicle is close to immaculate
even though its 5 years old.
Everything works and the car
will be dealer serviced again
with a 2 year inspection for the
new buyer. It has been with us
for 5 years and selling only
because of the family getting
smaller with children going off to
college and PCS. 01622341454
somaratna@juno.com

Autos for Sale
- Italy 144

Suzuki, GSXR1000, 2007
$9500.00 US Specs; great con-
dition; comes with tons of
extras: ASV levers; Ohlins TTX
shock, fork cartridge kit with
extended caps; and steering
damper; Galfer wave rotors and
steel braided brake lines (plus
extra set of new brake pads);
stock and gel seats; Kenny
Roberts Carbon exhaust with db
killers; IDM Suzuki ECU custom
tune; BMC air filter; 520 Chain
upgrade with 1+2- sprockets
plus stock size; speedo healer;
tail delete and lots more.
onebas3@yahoo.com

Toyota, Sienna XLE, 2000
$3200.00 Make an offer. Re-
cently passed inspection; En-
gine: 6-Cyl 3.0L, Automatic
Transmission, Mileage: 165K,
U.S. Specs, 4 Brand New
TIRES! Front Wheel Drive,
Cruise Control, AC, Moon Roof,
Tilt Wheel, Leather Seats, Pow-
er Steering, Power Windows &
Seat, AM FM Stereo, 6 CD
Changer, ABS, Tow Package,
Roof Rack, Alloy Wheels, Dual
Air Bags. KBB value is $3720
for 'fair condition'. Absolutely
mechanically sound and in
excellent running condition.
Phone: 017031⁄460446

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

BMW, X-5, 2007 $24000.00
Excellent Condition, 59,000
miles navigation, power every-
thing, panoramic moonroof,
heated front and rear seats, rear
climate, power lumbar, leather
seats, xenon lights, comfort
access, European navigational
discs included. US Specs. Con-
tact Bi l l  032212156795
01622970602 william.e.funcheo
n.mil@mail.mil

Suzuki, DL1000 V-Strom, 2002
$3950.00,German spec. 36K
(23,000 miles) Complete service
records. New Metzeler tires. Givi
rack and large side cases.
Always garaged. $3,950 Ans-
bach jgbocek@yahoo.com

GTI500, Car roof Carrier, 1990
$60.00 Car roof carrier (GTI
500) suitable for all cars; for
extra luggage or skis; TUV
inspected; Thule mounting
pieces included. hasenbuhlerh
@yahoo.com

VW, Polo, 2000 $2000.00
VWPolo, 1.4 MPI, blue-met., 04
1⁄4000, 60PS, AC, ABS, 5-dr.,
new clutch in Nov., 4 Summer-
tires 4wintertires on Alloy rims,
great on fuel (5,5L1⁄800km),
service book proof, 2000$ or
1500, location: Offenbach &
Wiesbaden. Call 0172-6944749
or contact: nstubbygmx.net

Land rover , 110 Defender,
2009 $27500.00, German spec
with Ford common rail diesel 2.4
engine with 6spd manual. This
is a seven seater and for a
Defender is speced out with AC
and heated seats. It has been
near bullet proof in reliability
with 67,000Km. I bought the
Defender new in Dec 20008. All
service up to date and per-
formed by Fuhrmeister in Mainz.
FWIW, the Defender will end
civilian production in 2015.
Email for more info jlwolff911
hotmail.com

Dodge, Grand Caravan ES,
2001 $3900.00 Great family
vehicle. Selling due to conus
pcs. Tan Leather, Heated Seats,
Tri-Zone AC, Power Seats,
Power Mirrors, 2 Captains
Chairs in 2nd row, Seats 7,
Newer Tires & Brakes, USAR-
EUR Inspection good until
March 2015, 2nd owner (1st
owner was my wife's grand-
mother), 111,000 miles.
0 1 6 0 - 9 7 0 8 - 0 6 1 3
n8_wells@yahoo.com

Subaru, Legacy,  1992
$1500.00 Up for sale today is a
beautiful 1992 Subaru Legacy
for $1500 that runs like a charm
and has just past inspection.
This car has electric windows,
seat warmers, and nice speak-
ers. A plus to buying this car
now is that you will not have to
bring it back to inspection for a
year as long as you buy it in the
next  20  days.  En joy
owendarrow@gmail.com

Chrysler, Town & Country
Touring Plus, 2010 $16500.00
Outstanding touring van just in
time for Spring Break! Fits 7
passengers plus luggage with
stow & go and roof rack. 70K
mile Bumper to Bumper warran-
ty and remainder of 5yr1⁄800K
powertrain warranty. Seller
guarantees inspection. Has 4
snow tires (mounted) and 4
additional rims for summer tires.
Great vehicle for Europe, has fit
in all parking garages, even with
roof rack. 65,000 miles, US
specs. Email me at: Chrysler.4s
ale@yahoo.com for more de-
tails. 01511-6502218

VW, Golf GTI, 2012 $19900.00
very clean car with sunroof 4
doors US spec Graf area pics.
a t  c a r 1 2 3 @ t - o n l i n e . d e
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5 ,
sreinhold@freenet.de

BMW, M3 Convertible, 2011
$53000.00 Own one of the last
V8 M3's. New car condition with
less than 8,000 miles and 100%
OEM stock. Jerez Black with 3M
Scotchgardâ„¢ Paint Protection
Film, Black Novillo Leather
interior. Garaged, winter stored,
never tracked & loaded! im-
2l8@msn.com

Honda, VTX 1300C, 2007
$5000.00 in very good condition.
It has 6,500 miles, 200 rear tire,
Cobra drag pipes with remova-
ble baffles, aftermarket mirrors,
Kuryakyn cold air intake, custom
made saddle. Any other ques-
tions, please feel free to ask.
01626946773

Dodge, Caliber, 2011 $7500.00
Good reliable car. Bought new
from military car sales back
June of 2011. Winter tires
included. PCSing. Need to sale.
Ethan.king@netzero.net

Jeep Grand Cherokee, SUV,
2012 $29200.00 Economical
3.6Lt ENG, Black with BLK
leather, 4X4, sunroof, PWR DRs
INs, Touch Radio w ith CD
HDDRV & BT, still under factory
warrantee. 01743229616

Steel blue, gray leather, sun
roof, heated power seats, front
and rear fog lights. All mainte-
nance completed by Jeep pa-
perwork available. Excellent car.
Negotiable.email: tom.lorenzini
@ h o t m a i l . c o m ,  c e l l
01727105195

Trucks 174

BMW, 735i 4-door, 1997
$4300.00 stunning dark blue
sedan; meticulously maintained,
summer & winter tires on sep
rims, located in Wiesbaden;
Price neg., email, or call after
1800 at 0171-3039599

Chevrolet, Camaro, 1996
$2200.00 350 LT1 from a 96
Z28. This was going to go into
my 92 RS, but I no longer have
the car so selling my stockpile. I
have everything for the fuel
injection setup (intake, wiring
harness, PCM, etc.), but I also
have everything to convert it to
carburated which is what I was
planning to do. Will sell in stock
trim for 1500, or with everything
to go carburated for 2200, this
will also include EFI stuff.
016091505042 mcgarnicle@ho
tmail.com

Volvo, XC70 (US specification),
2007 $14500.00 For Sale by
original owner 5 cylinder turbo-
injection, standard fuel (not
diesel),208 HP Lots of extras!
Meticulous maintenance record
No lien, buyer pays all applica-
ble taxes, title, and licensing
fees. Sold as is. Please contact:
0176-47267302

Chrysler, Town and Country,
2005, 7 seats power sliding
doors, hatch, mirrors, windows,
front seats heated front seats
leather interior back seats are
stow and go 83, 765 miles at
time of original posting in August
2013 automatic available now
bttrflypin@yahoo.com

Pontiac, Sport Coupe SE, 1985
$6000.00 All new brakes, clutch,
and electrical (distributor, alter-
nator, headlights and motor,
computer) .  01712078784
kyoungcox@aol.com

Jeep, Grand Cherokee Limited,
2007 $17900.00 Steel blue, gray
leather, sun roof, heated power
seats, front and rear fog lights.
All maintenance completed by
Jeep paperwork available. Ex-
cellent car. Negotiable.
01727105195
tom.lorenzini@hotmail.com

Honda, Nighthawk S 700
CB700SC, 1984 $2650.00 US
Spec One of the best bikes ever
built. This is a rare 30 year old
classic in great condition. Nearly
impossible to find in Europe.
Shaft driven and hydraulically
adjusted valves make this Night-
hawk S virtually maintenance
free. Only 24,560 miles. Honda
service manual included. In-
spection good until September. I
hate to give this bike up, but I
just don't have the time to ride.
Cell & text 0175-251-7575 (only
checked after duty hours..I don't
take my cell phone in the office)
r e d l e g 8 9 @ m e . c o m
0175-251-6957

BMW, X5 , 2010 $1000.00 Bolt
Pattern: 5 X 120 Stud Size: 14 X
1.5b Hub Center bore: 74.1
Purchased tires and rims from
BMW a month before the winter
season. So they are actually still
new. Tires come with TPM
monitor also billyblanks257@g
mail.com

VOLVO, XC70 AWD, 2007
$15000.00 Crosscountry AWD
Automatic millage 87K leather,
pwr heated front seats,AC, DVD
with wireless headphones, park
assist, tow package, sun roof,
electric windos, geartronic
transmission,dealer maintained,
o r  0 1 7 6 6 1 2 6 6 5 9 5
w.ssims@yahoo.com

Honda, Odyssey, 2006
$6000.00 Comfortable, reliable,
automatic sliding doors, heated
seats, room for 8 plus LOTS of
space in the back, includes set
of winter tires. Perfect family car
for your time in Europe.
015140018534 wellmankeri@y
ahoo.com

Pontiac Fiero, Sport Coupe SE,
1985 $6000.00 V6 Engine, 2.8
liters, 4 speed transaxle,
111,605 miles. New brakes,
clutch, electrical (alternator, dis-
tributor, headlights and motor,
computer) - Car has been
garaged since purchase,(14
years) worked on as a hobby.
Runs great! 01712078784
kyoungcox@aol.com

BMW, 735I, 1996 $5000.00
Body type : limousine: Executive
Model ( 5 seats ) Mileage:
176,000 km Power: 173 kW
(235 hp) fuel: gasoline Exterior
color : Green Metallic Interior:
Full Leather Tan Vehicle De-
scription of the provider Interior:
Full leather, Tan , center
armrest - front, Multi -function
steering wheel , leather steering
wheel , wood interior trim ,
power steering , climate control,
5 Seats, El . adjustable seats -
front, programmable seats ,
leather seats , el. heated seats -
front, Power Windows billyblank
s257@gmail.com

Jeep, Grand Cherokee, 1995
$2500.00 They don't make them
like this anymore. This time-
tested tank of solid steel and
sex appeal could turn heads on
and off the autobahn with you in
the driver's seat! With a mileage
of 165,000, she sports a new
engine with just over 50,000
miles. Also has new brakes,
automatic transmission, and 4-
wheel drive components.
Passed inspection just last
week. US specs? Yep. Steady
roar like a lion? You betcha.
Need to worry about pesky little
nicks? No way. Intermittently
working tape player? Included!
49-951-5191291

Harley Davidson, VRSCB,
2005 $11000.00 Custom VROD
with 240mm wide tire kit,
passenger footboards, and re-
movable ultimate touring wind-
s h i e l d .  0 1 5 1 1 5 2 8 7 1 0 0
cwatts7622@me.com

VOLVO, XC70 AWD, 2007
$15000.00 2007 Crosscountry
AWD Automatic millage 87K
leather, pwr heated front
seats,AC, DVD wireless head-
phones, park assist, tow pack-
age, sun roof, electric windos,
geartronic transmission,dealer
maintained, or 017661266595
w.ssims@yahoo.com

HARLEY DAVIDSON, ROAD
GLIDE, 2002 $10500.00 JUST
SHIPPED FROM MIAMI,
BLACK STOCK HD ROAD
GLIDE, ALWAYS GARAGED,
NEVER DROPPED, NEW
TIRES, BATTERY! MUST SEE!
0 6 1 4 4 6 6 2 1
barrio73@yahoo.com

Chrysler, Dodge Grand Cara-
van SE, 2009 $13490.00, A
GREAT FAMILY CAR - 7 seats -
Stow and Go feature - DVD
player with Rear Entertainment
Center - Dual Sliding Doors -
Navigation System - Automatic
Transmission - Cloth Seats -
Keyless entry - Power Windows,
locks, mirrors - ABS Brakes -
Cruise control - Front, Side and
Curtain Airbags - AM FM Radio
with CD Player with MP3 and
AUX - Hard Drive (HDD) for
storing music - 16 " Alloy
Wheels - Steering Wheel with
touch controls - Dual zone
Climate Control - Luggage Rack
-  E n g i n e  3 . 3 L  V 6
0151-2606-7460 onassisromer
o@yahoo.com

Opel, Zafira, 2005 $8500.00
2005 Opel Zafira 2.2 liter direct
injection. Automatic, AC, 7
seats, top box included, 1 year
old summer and winter tires with
r i m s . G e r m a n  s p e c s
015164197159

VOLVO, V40, 2001 $2000.00,
wagon. Second owner. Summer
a n d  w i n t e r  t i r e s .
LJIGGY1977@YAHOO.COM

BMW, 525i Kombi Wagon, 2005
$13500.00 76,000 miles Gray
with charcoal leather interior,
BMW navigation, BMW dealer
service all current electric heat-
ed seats very clean, non-
smoking comfortable car. Tires
less then 1 year. More photos
available. Gasoline 09843
936819 & 015166131273 DSN
467-4327, giz356gmail.com

Audi, A4 Avant S-Line 17
$250.00 4 Audi S-Line 17" 5
spoke rims. Used with a few
scratches. Car was totalled with
winter tires on it and now I have
these rims sitting in my garage.
Current tires on them are
Dunlop summers 235.45. R17
but they won't pass inspection.
(Needed to get new tires for this
summer, but no longer have to
thanks to idiot running the red
light in front of me. Thanks,
Idiot!) Pictures available on
request. Jay 0151-57863351
Wiesbaden

Chrysler, Crossfire Limited
Coupe, 2005 $8500.00 This is a
beautiful gray metallic limited
edition coupe. It has power
windows, power steering, power
seats, ac, and heated seats.
The car is in beautiful condition.
Best offers will be considered.
rralix@gmail.com

Volvo, S60 T5, 2012 $22000.00
US spec. a very clean car, full
loadet sunroof leather mirrow
camera Graf area pics please
c a r 1 2 3 @ t - o n l i n e . d e
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5 ,
sreinhold@freenet.de

OPEL, Vectra, 2001 $3500.00
2.2 TurboDiesel Station Wagon,
180,000Km, 5 Speed, Good
condition, 35-40 Mpg, New
Inspection (Mar 7), Complete
new AC system, brakes, fuel
tank, windshield, battery. Tint,

winter & summer tires w
ims, Good stereo with Bluetooth
& Ipod & USB connect. Well
maintained with recent service.
$3500 negot iable.  Cal l
0173-8241703

4 BMW Alloy OEM 15" Rims
$80.00 I am selling 4 bmw alloy
oem 15" rims taken off my `93
318i. The rims are in fair
condition. Good for any BMW
owner who need rims or spares.
ss2day@gmail.com

Harley Davidson, FLHX Street
Glide, 2009 $17000.00 This is a
beautiful Black Pearl Street
Glide with many extras including
4 point docking station with
detachable sissy bar and Lug-
gage rack inspection good until
Aug 2015. So much fun to ride
especially on long trips very
comfortable. Very powerful
Screaming Eagle 103. Received
an oil change and a Harley
Dealership inspection every
spring. Call 061457098 Wiesba-
den area Clear Title. prefer ID
Card Holder 015738439984

BMW, X5 - 35i, 2011 $31000.00
Only selling to make room for an
upgrade before we PCS - we
love the X5 that much! Fully
loaded - Alpine white with cocoa
brown interior and dark walnut
trim. The amenities go on and
on for this vehicle...too long to
list in the limited space here.
Contact me for full list. Car is
available on Clay Kaserne M-F
or can meet you after work &
weekends. $31,000 o.b.o. - want
to see this car go to loving
owners rather than trade it in -
hurry, don't delay will trade in o
& a 31Mar14 0160 946 28 435
cjm_1206@yahoo.com

Harley-Davidson , SOFTAIL
CUSTOM FXSTC, 2010
$13000.00 This bike is NEW
never ridden, never registered,
no taxes paid. Harley Davidson
has stopped production of this
model and is no longer availa-
ble. This is a US Specification
motorcycle. This sharp looking
bike with lots of chrome has
extremely low miles is ready to
ride. The bike is for experienced
riders who want that Fist in the
Air Experience. This is an
unbelievable price for this low
mileage machine. The bike is
located in Germany. Buyer is
responsible for vehicle pick-up
or shipping. ++ 49 171 869 2073

Automotive 140
Chrysler, 200 Limited, 2011
$16500.00 3.6 l, 6 speed
automatic transmission, Color:
black with clear coat, black
leather seats, dealer main-
tained, low mileage, all weather
tires w rims, extra set of winter
tires with rims included, in very
good condition. 0171-76995 Ti
mothyjlane@live.com

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
for help with a drinking problem call

+49 (0) 1803 224 357 or visit
www.alcoholics-anonymous.eu

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

Audi, A4 S-Line Quattro, 2005
$8500.00 German specs, 2.0
Turbo, AWD, 6 speed Manual
Transmission, Sport Package,
Quartz Grey Pearl, Bose 10
speaker stereo system, 6 disk
CD changer, Audi Navigation
Plus (GPS), Nokia cell phone
cradle, automatic climate control
system, audible backup sen-
sors, auto lights and wipers,
adjustable heated seats, leather
seats shifter steering wheel
handbrake, custom fit Audi
rubber floor mats and trunk mat,
very clean inside and out.
Passed Vehicle Inspection
3,5,2014 and is valid for two
years. 314-570-2341 mike.grah
am@usace.army.mil

Announcements 040
Volkswagen VW, Passat, 2007,
Great running US Specs, 71735
miles, 2.0 T 4-cylinder engine,
200 HP, manual transmission, 6
CD changer, automatic AC-
climate control, leather interior,
seat heat, power seats, power
windows, sunroof, brand new
brakes, comes with set of winter
tires, alloy wheels, all mainte-
nance services done and up to
date, registration current! $9,400
OBO Please contact me by
email perry.k.doegah@us.army
.mil or cell phone 0162-2566765

Nissan,  Sentra ,  2012
$13000.00 in excellent condi-
tion. Only 31K original miles and
original owner. Automatic trans-
mission, tinted windows, cruise
control, GPS navigation, AF FM
CD MP3 player, Bluetooth com-
patible, Air Conditioner. This car
looks great and runs good.
Regular maintenance has been
performed since I bought it
brand new 2 years ago. Must
s e e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e .
015238737776 fredpinnix@hot

mail.com

Autos for Sale
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Ford, Ranger, 2011 $20500.00
Ford Ranger XLT SuperCab
4X4. US Spec, Black, 4.0L v-6,
5-speed manual, Power Steer-
ing, Power Brakes, Air, 4-doors,
runs great. Paint has minor
scratches in bed and on bed
rails but then it is a truck. Asking
$20,500 OBO (below NADA and
blue book). A great truck for a
reasonable price. Call +49
160-9024-8715 or email joe
joes-bugs.com, for more info
or pictures.

Harley Davidson, Road Glide
Ultra (FLTRU), 2012 $22000.00
US spec; Big Blue Pearl color;
cross-spoke wheels; 9,500mi.
Excellent condition, always ga-
raged, no issues whatsoever.
$6K in parts and upgrades to
this bike (full exhaust, dynojet,
12" apes, monotubes, seat with
driver backrest). Too much to
list here; if interested in addition-
al details or photos send me a
request. Private sale and I have
the Title in hand. Serious
inquiries only. Bike located in
Wiesbaden. 0151 275 18471

Yamaha, FZ8, 2011 $6500.00
StreetFighter Brand New tires
Power Commander Two Broth-
ers Exhaust Auto Tuner HID
Projector Headlight with ring
Modded Airbox Synthetic Oil
K&N filter US Spec. 314
521-2172 nejelskij@yahoo.com

Chevrolet, Camaro, SS, 2011
$21500.00 Black, Green Strips
V8, 426 HP Details: AM FM CD
(Single Disc) Radio, Adjustable
Steering Wheel, Air Condition-
ing, (BREMBO)Anti-lock Brakes,
dimming Mirror, Automatic
Headlights, Power Seat Bucket
Seats, Cruise Control, Front
(Dual) and Rear Side Airbags,
Keyless Entry, Leather Steering
Wheel, MP3, OnStar Communi-
cation System, Power Mirrors,
Power Steering, Tinted Power
Windows, Premium Wheels,
Tachometer jkountz16@hotmail
.com

Nissan Infiniti , G35x, 2006
$12000.00 Beautiful car in ex-
cellent condition dealer maintain
with records, and garage kept.
Black exterior, black leather
interior, Engine 3.5L V6 280 HP,
and fully loaded with every
option. 0172 6327869 samuelm
lawrence@gmail.com

BMW, R65, 1981 $2500.00 US
specs, Blue, Boxer motor, elec-
tronic ignition, saddlebags +2
seats,16438 miles; clean and
excellent condition. hasenbuhle
rh@yahoo.com

Ford, Fusion Sport, 2010
$16000.00 Excellent condition,
Sport Blue, 3.5l V6, Completely
new brakes replaced on 14
March with 10,000 mile Ford
warranty, brand new high per-
formance summer tires on OZ
rims, winter tires mounted on
Alu rims, Ford racing suspen-
sion, leather, Sync, non smoking
first and only owner, dealer
maintained, well cared for.
0151-22346825 mineralgrey@y
ahoo.com

Chevrolet, Camaro, 2011
$21500.00 Black Camaro with
Green Stripes, 425 HP, brand
new wheels, great condition.
Car was purchased in U.S. Must
sell due to move. jkountz16@h
otmail.com

BMW, F650GS, 2012 $8500.00
798cc. Heated grips, comp,
luggage, compft seat, center
stand, cruise control, Warranty,
clean, Inc extras. e-mail: for pics
and details $8500 OBO
jbean114@gmail.com

Yamaha, Fazer 600, 2003
$2250.00 pcs back to states and
need to sell my Yamaha Fazer.
35700 kilometers. This bike has
a naked headlight conversion.
Has minor damage on right roll
bar from being dropped. other-
wise, it is in really great shape.
Has a brand new front michelin
pilot 3 tire. Includes outdoor
cover. Location- Garmisch. Mes-
sage for more details.
015226072206

Fiat, Doblo, 2004 $3600.00
(VAN) 172,000KM, Blue Metalic.
1 Set of Summer and Winter
Tires. AC, Central Lock, Electric
Windows. German Inspection
Until June 2015 $3600 OBO.
Call 06122-7034551 or email
johncaparco@gmail.com
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NISSAN, ARMADA, 2008
$21500.00 2008 Immaculate
Family SUV, Exceptional Condi-
tion with low miles.Charcoal
G r e y , E v e r y  A v a i l a b l e
Option(except nav)leather,DVD
Entertainment,Moonroof,Heated
Seats,Priced below KBB &
includes 4 X Blizzak Snow Tires
($800). Must be seen to be
appreciated. Must Sell, Owner
Retiring, Hohenfels Area. Seri-
ous Enquiries only please!
015111545427 liamolongbow@
hotmail.com

Suzuki, Hayabusa, 2011
$10498.00 A red, black and
chrome American spec Busa
with only 3,600 miles. NADA
(average) retail $12,674. Only
mods are incredible sounding
dual Yoshimura 011 49 9662
420 695 lamonte.r.chatman.mil
@mail.mil

Toyota, Tacoma,  2011
$26000.00 Fuel Economy: City
16

wy 20
omb 18 MPG Max Seating: 5
Doors: 4 Engine: V6, 4.0 Liter
Drivetrain: 4WD Transmission:
Automatic, 5-Spd wverdrive
EPA Class: Small Pickup Trucks
Body Style: Pickup Country of
Origin: Japan Country of As-
sembly: United States Color:
White Mileage: 37,000 Engine:
V6, 4.0 Liter Transmission:
Automatic, 5-Spd wverdrive
Drivetrain: 4WD Accessory
Packages: TRD Off-Road Pkg
Braking and Traction: Downhill
Assist Control Traction Control
Stability Control ABS (4-Wheel)
Comfort and Convenience: Key-
less Entry Air Conditioning Slid-
ing Rear Window Power Win-
dows Power Door Locks Cruise
Control Steering Power Steering
Tilt & Telescoping Wheel Enter-
tainment and Instrumentation:
AM FM Stereo MP3 (Single
Disc) Safety and Security: Back-
up Camera Dual Air Bags F&R
Side Air Bags F&R Head
Curtain Air Bags Lighting: Day-
time Running Lights Cargo and
Towing: Bed Liner Towing Pkg
Wheels and Tires Alloy Wheels
K&N Cold Ai r  In take
01626946773

Fiat, 500, 2011 $9500.00 Metal-
lic red Fiat, air conditioning, CD
player, Bluetooth, USB, custom
seat covers,sun roof panel.
Great car, we have all service
and warranty records. Heading
back to States or we would not
be selling.Looking for good
home.Janet Ramstein +49

16094908450

Fiat 5 speed, 500, 2011
$10500.00 Fun, Red ,
63kw(85ps). Wet Okole seat
covers, all season tires and
extra summer tires. Sun roof,
CD player, air conditioning. Full
service and warranty records,
European specs. Hate to sell but
heading back to states. It has
been a great car. +49 160
94908450

Mercedes Elegance 320CLK
convertible 2001, German
specs- one owner- loaded-
excellent condition--garage
kept-serviced by Mercedes-
$12,500 or best offer--original
cost 45k--four summer and
winter tires with rims,heated
seats, parktronic and more--
65,000 miles 07031280681,
email fritz_32@hotmail.com

Chevrolet, Camaro, 1989
$11000.00 350 TPI motor, has
about 15,000 miles since lower-
end rebuild. Transmission is a
T-56 from a 95 Z28, shifts great!
The rear end is from a 2000
Trans am with 4.10 gears. Full
exhaust work from the headers
back with 3 inch cutout, 2
summers ago I did an exterior
refresh with new paint, new
decal and stripes, had the
original rims stripped and polish-
ed, new windshield, all new
weatherstipping. 12" rotors all
around, (LS1 car brake set-up).
Aluminum driveshaft. autometer
gauges, pwr- wind,mirr,seat
016091505042
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SPORTS BRIEFS

Navy RB McKamey, 19, dies while in coma
The Associated Press

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — United 
States Naval Academy college 
football player Will McKamey, 
who was hospitalized since col-
lapsing at practice on Saturday, 
died Tuesday while in a coma. He 
was 19.

The academy said the running 
back died at the University of 
Maryland Shock Trauma Center 
in Baltimore with his family by 
his side.

He collapsed during spring 
practice Saturday and was air-
lifted to the hospital.

Earlier this week, McKamey’s 
family said in a statement re-
leased through the school that 
their son did not sustain “a bad hit 
or unusual or extreme contact.”

McKamey was hospitalized in 
2012 with a brain injury but was 
cleared to play after seeing four 
neurosurgeons and undergoing 
several CAT scans and MRIs, his 
family said.

He did not play in a game last 
season.

Source: Allen gets 
$15.5M from Bears

Free agent pass rusher Jared 
Allen agreed to terms with the 
Bears on a four-year deal to 
help replace Julius Peppers in 
Chicago.

A person with knowledge of the 
agreement told The Associated 
Press that Allen will get $15.5 
million guaranteed on a deal that 
could be worth as much as $32 
million. The person requested 
anonymity because the terms of 
the deal have not been officially 
announced.

The 31-year-old Allen spent 
the previous six seasons with the 
NFC North rival Minnesota Vi-
kings. He had 11 ½ sacks last sea-
son and has reached double digits 
in sacks for seven straight years.

He also had talks with the Se-
ahawks and Cowboys.

The Bears were in the market 
for a pass rusher after Peppers 
left to sign with the Green Bay 
Packers. Their defense ranked 
30th in the NFL last season.

In other NFL news:
� New Orleans Saints general 

manager Mickey Loomis said 
Wednesday the club has agreed 
to terms on a one-year contract 
with quarterback Luke McCown, 
who was Drew Brees’ backup last 
season, as well as the holder on 
field goals.

McCown, whose re-signing 
was announced on Wednesday, is 
entering his 11th NFL season out 
of Louisiana Tech. 

VCU’s Rhoades named 
Rice basketball coach 

HOUSTON — Mike Rhoades is 
the new men’s basketball coach at 
Rice.

School officials on Wednes-
day announced they had hired 
Rhoades, the associate head coach 
at Virginia Commonwealth. The 
Rams went 137-46 during his five 
seasons at VCU, including a trip 
to the 2011 Final Four.

Rhoades takes over for Ben 
Braun, who resigned March 13 
after the Owls finished the season 
at 7-23.

Rhodes will formally be intro-
duced during a news conference 
Thursday afternoon in Houston.

In other college basketball 
news:
� South Florida’s deal to hire 

Steve Masiello as its new bas-
ketball coach has fallen apart 
because the rising young star 
doesn’t have a college degree.

The Bulls confirmed Wednes-
day that they had an agreement 
in principle to lure Masiello away 
from Manhattan, but that the con-
tract was contingent on “a verifi-
cation of credentials.”

USF requires its basketball 
coach to have at least a bachelor’s 
degree. The 39-year-old Masi-
ello did not receive a degree after 
attending Kentucky, where he 
played for Rick Pitino and Tubby 
Smith from 1996 to 2000. 

MLB hopes for new 
drug deal this week

NEW YORK — Baseball play-
ers and management hope to 
reach a new drug agreement this 
week that would increase initial 
penalties for muscle-building ste-
roids and allow a decrease of sus-
pensions for some positive tests 
caused by unintentional use, peo-
ple familiar with the negotiations 
told The Associated Press.

For future suspensions, the deal 

also would eliminate the loophole
allowing Alex Rodriguez to earn
almost $3 million during his sea-
son-long ban, the people said. 
They spoke on condition of ano-
nymity in recent days because
talks are ongoing.

The sides hope to reach an
agreement by Sunday, when
the Los Angeles Dodgers open
the U.S. portion of the major
league schedule at the San Diego
Padres.

While the lengths have not
been finalized, a person involved
with the talks said Wednesday
the most likely penalties would be
about 80 games for an initial test-
ing violation and a season-long
ban for a second. 

In other baseball news:
� Zack Greinke and the Los

Angeles Dodgers have knocked
Alex Rodriguez and the New
York Yankees off baseball’s pay-
roll perch, part of an offseason 
spending spree that has the aver-
age salary approaching $4 mil-
lion for the first time.

The Dodgers are ending the
Yankees’ 15-year streak as base-
ball’s biggest spenders and as of
Tuesday had a projected payroll
of $235 million, according to
study of all major league con-
tracts by The Associated Press. 

Houston is last at $45 million, 
up from $27 million at the start of 
last year .  

U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY/AP

Navy football player Will 
McKamey died Tuesday while 
in a coma after collapsing at 
football practice on Saturday.
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

College basketball

College baseball

Deals

NCAA Men’s tournament
EAST REGIONAL

Regional Semifinals
At Madison Square Garden

New York
Friday, March 28

UConn (28-8) vs. Iowa State (28-7)
Michigan State (28-8) vs. Virginia (30-

6)
Regional Championship

Sunday, March 30
Semifinal winners

SOUTH REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals

At FedExForum
Memphis, Tenn.

Thursday, March 27
Dayton (25-10) vs. Stanford (23-12)
Florida (34-2) vs. UCLA (28-8)

Regional Championship
Saturday, March 29

Semifinal winners
MIDWEST REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals
At Lucas Oil Stadium

Indianapolis
Friday, March 28

Michigan (27-8) vs. Tennessee (24-12)
Kentucky (26-10) vs. Louisville (31-5)

Regional Championship
Sunday, March 30

Semifinal winners
WEST REGIONAL

Regional Semifinals
At The Honda Center

Anaheim, Calif.
Thursday, March 27

Wisconsin (28-7) vs. Baylor (26-11)
San Diego State (31-4) vs. Arizona (32-

4)
Regional Championship

Saturday, March 29
Semifinal winners

Men’s NIT
Quarterfinals

Tuesday, March 25
Clemson 73, Belmont 68
Minnesota 81, Southern Miss 73

Wednesday, March 26
Louisiana Tech (29-7) at Florida State 

(21-13)
California (21-13) at SMU (25-9)

CBI
Semifinals

Wednesday, March 26
Illinois State (18-15) at Siena (17-17)
Old Dominion (18-17) at Fresno State 

(19-16)

CIT
Quarterfinals

Wednesday, March 26
VMI (21-12) at Ohio (24-11)
Yale (17-13) at Columbia (21-12)
San Diego (18-16) at Pacific (17-15)

Thursday, March 27
Towson State (25-10) at Murray State 

(20-11)

NCAA Men’s Division II
tournament
Quarterfinals

At Evansville, Ind.
Wednesday, March 26

S. Connecticut vs. Central Missouri
Tuskegee vs. Metro State
Drury vs. West Liberty
Cal State Chico vs. S. Carolina Aiken

NAIA Men’s tournament
Championship

Tuesday, March 25
Vanguard 70, Emmanuel 65 

NCAA Women’s tournament
LINCOLN REGIONAL
Saturday, March 22

At Durham, N.C.
Duke 87, Winthrop 45
DePaul 104, Oklahoma 100

At Los Angeles
Nebraska 74, Fresno State 55
BYU 72, N.C. State 57

Sunday, March 23
At Storrs, Conn.

Saint Joseph’s 67, Georgia 57
UConn 87, Prairie View 44

At College Station, Texas
James Madison 72, Gonzaga 63
Texas A&M 70, North Dakota 55

Second Round
Monday, March 24

At Los Angeles
BYU 80, Nebraska 76

At Durham, N.C.
DePaul 74, Duke 65

Tuesday, March 25
At Storrs, Conn.

UConn 91, Saint Joseph’s 59
At College Station, Texas

Texas A&M 85, James Madison 69
Regional Semifinals

At Lincoln, Neb.
Saturday, March 29

UConn (36-0) vs. BYU (28-6)
DePaul (29-6) vs. Texas A&M (26-8)

Monday, March 31
Regional Championship

Semifinal winners
STANFORD REGIONAL

First Round
Saturday, March 22

At Ames, Iowa
Florida State 55, Iowa State 44
Stanford 81, South Dakota 62

Sunday, March 23
At Seattle

South Carolina 73, Cal State North-
ridge 58

Oregon State 55, Middle Tennessee 36
At Chapel Hill, N.C.

Michigan State 91, Hampton 61
North Carolina 60, UT-Martin 58

At State College, Pa.
Penn State 62, Wichita State 56
Florida 83, Dayton 69

Second Round
Monday, March 24

At Ames, Iowa
Stanford 63, Florida State 44

Tuesday, March 25
At Seattle

South Carolina 78, Oregon State 69
At Chapel Hill, N.C.

North Carolina 62, Michigan State 53
At State College, Pa.

Penn State 83, Florida 61
Regional Semifinals
At Stanford, Calif.
Sunday, March 30

Stanford (30-3) vs. Penn State (24-7)
South Carolina (29-4) vs. North Caro-

lina (26-9)
Regional Championship

Tuesday, April 1
Semifinal winners

NOTRE DAME REGIONAL
First Round

Saturday, March 22
At Toledo, Ohio

Arizona State 69, Vanderbilt 61
Notre Dame 93, Robert Morris 42

At West Lafayette, Ind.
Oklahoma State 61, Florida Gulf Coast 

60, OT
Purdue 84, Akron 55

At Lexington, Ky.
Kentucky 106, Wright State 60
Syracuse 59, Chattanooga 53

At Waco, Texas
California 64, Fordham 63
Baylor 87, Western Kentucky 74

Second Round
Monday, March 24

At Toledo, Ohio
Notre Dame 84, Arizona State 67

At West Lafayette, Ind.
Oklahoma State 73, Purdue 66

At Lexington, Ky.
Kentucky 64, Syracuse 59

At Waco, Texas
Baylor 75, California 56

Regional Semifinals
At Notre Dame, Ind.
Saturday, March 29

Kentucky (26-8) vs. Baylor (31-4)
Notre Dame (34-0) vs. Oklahoma State 

(25-8)
Regional Championship

Monday, March 31
Semifinal winners

LOUISVILLE REGIONAL
First Round

Saturday, March 22
At Knoxville, Tenn.

Tennessee 70, Northwestern State 46
St. John’s 71, Southern Cal 68

Sunday, March 23
At College Park, Md.

Maryland 90, Army 52
Texas 79, Pennsylvania 61

At Iowa City, Iowa
Louisville 88, Idaho 42
Iowa 87, Marist 65

At Baton Rouge, La.
LSU 98, Georgia Tech 78
West Virginia 76, Albany (N.Y.) 61

Second Round
Monday, March 24
At Knoxville, Tenn.

Tennessee 67, St. John’s 51
Tuesday, March 25

At College Park, Md.
Maryland 69, Texas 64

At Iowa City, Iowa
Louisville 83, Iowa 53

At Baton Rouge, La.
LSU 76, West Virginia 67

Regional Semifinals
At Louisville, Ky.

Sunday, March 30
Tennessee (28-5) vs. Maryland (26-6)
Louisville (32-4) vs. LSU (21-12)

Regional Championship
Tuesday, April 1

Semifinal winner

Women’s NIT
Third Round

Wednesday, March 26
San Diego (24-8) vs. Washington (19-

13)
Thursday, March 27

George Washington (23-10) at South 
Florida (21-12)

Northwestern (17-15) at Indiana (20-12)
Michigan (20-13) at Bowling Green 

(29-4)
Seton Hall (20-13) at Rutgers (24-9)
Auburn (19-14) at Mississipi State (21-

13)
Minnesota (22-12) at South Dakota 

State (24-9)
Friday, March 28

Colorado (19-14) vs. UTEP (26-7)

NCAA Women’s Division II
tournament
Quarterfinals

At Erie, Pa.
Tuesday, March 25

West Texas A&M 81, Limestone 4
Nova Southeastern 72, Concordia-St. 

Paul 64
Cal Poly Pomona 79, Edinboro 61
Bentley 74, Drury 66

Wednesday, March 26
At Erie, Pa.
Semifinals

West Texas A&M vs. Nova Southeast-
ern

Bentley vs. Cal Poly Pomona
Friday, March 28

At Erie, Pa.
Championship

Semifinal winners

NAIA Women’s tournament
Championship

Tuesday, March 25
Oklahoma City 80, Freed-Hardeman 

76

Tuesday’s scores
EAST

Baruch 2, Mount St. Vincent 1
CCNY 5, Merchant Marine 5, tie, dark-

ness
Northeastern 7, Boston College 0
St. John’s 12, Hofstra 4
W. New England at Brandeis, ppd., wet 

grounds
West Virginia 6, Pittsburgh 3

SOUTH
Appalachian St. at High Point, ppd.
Asbury at Lindsey Wilson, ccd.
Bethel (Tenn.) 7, Christian Brothers 2
Brescia 4-8, Mid-Continent 1-5
Bryan 8-13, Emmanuel (Ga.) 3-1
Charlotte 11, Winthrop 2
Chowan at Mount Olive, ppd.
Cincinnati at N. Kentucky, ccd.
Clemson 16, Georgia 4
Cumberland (Tenn.) 14, Tenn. Wes-

leyan 8
Cumberlands 13, Alice Lloyd 7
Davidson 3, Duke 2
Elon at Wake Forest, ccd.
Erskine 8, Newberry 3
Florida 4, Florida St. 1
Francis Marion 23, Barton 8
Louisville at W. Kentucky, ppd.
Loyola (NO) 13-3, Tougaloo 4-13
Maryland at George Mason, ppd.
Mercer 4, Georgia Tech 1
Middle Tennessee 7, Lipscomb 5
NC State at Campbell, ppd.
North Florida 8, Georgia Southern 7
Ohio at E. Kentucky, ccd.
Pfeiffer 10, St. Andrew’s 4
Radford at James Madison, ppd.
S. Illinois at Murray St., ppd.
Spalding 14, Franklin 8
Spring Hill 7-4, Thomas 0-5
Tennessee Tech 4, Miami (Ohio) 1
Thomas More at Transylvania, ppd.
Tusculum 6, Lee 4, 10 innings
Union (Ky.) at St. Catharine, ccd.
Vanderbilt 2, Belmont 1
Virginia Tech at Liberty, ppd.
Winston-Salem St. at Lenoir-Rhyne, 

ppd.
Xavier at Kentucky, ppd.

MIDWEST
Evangel 5-11, Baker 4-1
Ill.-Chicago at Notre Dame, ppd.

SOUTHWEST
Concordia-Austin 5, Trinity (Texas) 1
Houston 6, Rice 2
Houston Baptist 3, Texas Southern 1
LeTourneau 7, Wiley 6
Lubbock Christian 13-14, Wayland 

Baptist 10-2
Mary Hardin-Baylor 12, Southwestern 

(Texas) 5
McMurry 3-4, Arlington Baptist 2-0
New Mexico 14, New Mexico St. 4
Sam Houston St. 8, Texas A&M 1
Texas 5, Texas St. 1
Texas A&M-CC 6, UTSA 1
Texas A&M-Kingsville 3, Texas A&M-

International 1
Texas-Arlington 14, Baylor 3
TCU 11, Texas-Pan American 0

Spring training
 Tuesday’s games

Boston 4, Tampa Bay 2
Atlanta 12, Detroit 3
Miami 6, St. Louis 5
Pittsburgh 22, Toronto 5
Washington 7, N.Y. Mets 3
Minnesota 4, Baltimore 1
Texas 5, Cleveland 0
San Francisco 5, Milwaukee 4
Oakland 8, Cincinnati 4
Colorado 4, Chicago White Sox 1
L.A. Angels 8, Chicago Cubs (ss) 4
Philadelphia 6, N.Y. Yankees 0
Seattle 9, Kansas City 6
San Diego 5, Chicago Cubs (ss) 5, tie

Wednesday’s games
Miami vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla.
Pittsburgh vs. Minnesota at Fort My-

ers, Fla.
N.Y. Yankees vs. Toronto at Dunedin, 

Fla.
Detroit vs. Philadelphia at Clearwater, 

Fla.
Baltimore (ss) vs. Boston at Fort My-

ers, Fla.
Washington vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, 

Fla.
Kansas City vs. San Diego at Peoria, 

Ariz.
L.A. Angels vs. Oakland at Phoenix
Seattle vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz.
Cincinnati vs. Chicago White Sox at 

Glendale, Ariz.
Milwaukee vs. Cleveland at Goodyear, 

Ariz.
Colorado vs. San Francisco at Scotts-

dale, Ariz.
Chicago Cubs vs. Arizona at Scotts-

dale, Ariz.
N.Y. Mets vs. Houston at Kissimmee, 

Fla.
Baltimore (ss) vs. Tampa Bay at Port 

Charlotte, Fla.
Thursday’s games

Washington vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. 
Lucie, Fla.

Atlanta vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla.
Toronto vs. Philadelphia at Clearwa-

ter, Fla.
Miami vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla.
N.Y. Yankees vs. Pittsburgh at Braden-

ton, Fla.
Arizona (ss) vs. Cincinnati (ss) at 

Goodyear, Ariz.
Cincinnati (ss) vs. Milwaukee at Phoe-

nix
Chicago White Sox vs. Chicago Cubs 

at Mesa, Ariz.
Cleveland vs. Arizona (ss) at Scotts-

dale, Ariz.
Minnesota vs. Boston at Fort Myers, 

Fla.
Tampa Bay vs. Baltimore at Sarasota, 

Fla.
L.A. Angels at L.A. Dodgers
Oakland at San Francisco 

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Optioned RHP 

Brad Brach to Norfolk (IL).
CLEVELAND INDIANS — Selected the 

contract of DH Jason Giambi from Co-
lumbus (IL).

DETROIT TIGERS — Optioned RHP Her-
nan Perez to Toledo (IL).

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Claimed LHP 
Patrick Schuster off waivers from San 
Diego. Designated OF Carlos Peguero 
for assignment. Optioned 2B Johnny Gia-
votella to Omaha (PCL).

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Selected the 
contract of INF John McDonald from Salt
Lake (PCL).

NEW YORK YANKEES — Optioned C 
John Ryan Murphy to Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre (IL).

MINNESOTA TWINS — Selected the 
contract of OF Jason Kubel from Roches-
ter (IL).

SEATTLE MARINERS — Released RHP 
Scott Baker, LHP Randy Wolf, OF Endy
Chavez and C Humberto Quintero from 
their minor league contracts.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Released LHP Erik 
Bedard from a minor league contract.

TEXAS RANGERS — Optioned RHP Nef-
tali Perez to Round Rock (PCL). Assigned 
LHPs Rafael Perez and Aaron Poreda 
to Round Rock. Agreed to terms with C 
Chris Snyder on a minor league contract. 
Added RHP Daniel McCutchen from the 
minor league camp.

National League
CHICAGO CUBS — Released LHP Tsuyo-

shi Wada from a minor league contract.
CINCINNATI REDS — Selected the con-

tract of C Ramon Santiago from Louis-
ville (IL).

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Reinstated
OF Carl Crawford from the paternity list.
Optioned infielder Alex Guerrero to Albu-
querque (PCL).

MIAMI MARLINS — Selected the con-
tract of OF Reed Johnson from New Or-
leans (PCL). Optioned RHP Arquimedes
Caminero and RHP Carter Capps to New
Orleans. Reassigned RHP Chaz Roe to mi-
nor league camp. Released INF Ty Wig-
ginton.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Selected
the contracts of LHP Zach Duke, 1B Lyle
Overbay and 1B-3B Mark Reynolds from
Nashville (PCL).

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Released
SS Ronny Cedeno from a minor league
contract.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Acquired
RHP Vance Worley from Minnesota for
cash. Optioned OF Jaff Decker, RHP Jared
Hughes and 1B/OF Andrew Lambo to
Indianapolis (IL). Reassigned RHPs Jay
Jackson and Zack Thornton, INFs Robert 
Andino and Michael Martinez, LHPs Dan-
iel Schlereth and Adam Wilk, OF Chris 
Dickerson and C Omir Santos to minor
league camp.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Released
LHP Michael Gonzalez, RHP Chris Young
and INF Jamey Carroll. Optioned RHP 
Ryan Mattheus, LHP Xavier Cedeno and 
1B/OF Tyler Moore to Syracuse (IL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Claimed FB
Bradie Ewing off waivers from Atlanta.

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Signed FB 
Jamize Olawale.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Reas-
signed D Ilari Melart to Springfield 
(AHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Assigned C
Cory Emmerton to Grand Rapids (AHL).

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Reassigned
F Filip Forsberg to Milwaukee (AHL).

PHOENIX COYOTES — Recalled G Mark 
Visentin on emergency recall from Port-
land (AHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

PORTLAND TIMBERS — Announced the
addition of G Daniel Withrow.

SPORTING KANSAS CITY — Waived D
Josh Gardner.

COLLEGE
FLORIDA — Signed men’s basketball 

coach Billy Donovan to a three-year con-
tract extension.

GEORGE MASON — Announced the
retirement of athletic director Tom
O’Connor, effective June 30.

HARVARD — Named Mike Donovan as-
sistant defensive line coach.

MARQUETTE — Announced the res-
ignations of men’s basketball assistant 
coaches Brad Autry and Isaac Chew.

MICHIGAN — Named Justin Dickens
director of football operations.

ST. JOHN’S (NY) — Announced sopho-
more F JaKarr Sampson will enter the 
NBA Draft.

Tennis

Sony Open
Tuesday

At The Tennis Center at Crandon Park
Key Biscayne, Fla.

Purse: Men, $5.65 million (Masters 
1000); Women, $5.43 million (Premier)

Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Singles

Men
Fourth Round

Novak Djokovic (2), Serbia, def. Tom-
my Robredo (16), Spain, 6-3, 7-5.

Kei Nishikori (20), Japan, def. David 
Ferrer (4), Spain, 7-6 (7), 2-6, 7-6 (9).

Alexandr Dolgopolov (22), Ukraine, 
def. Stanislas Wawrinka (3), Switzerland, 
6-4, 3-6, 6-1.

Andy Murray (6), Britain, def. Jo-Wil-
fried Tsonga (11), France, 6-4, 6-1.

Milos Raonic (12), Canada, def. Benja-
min Becker, Germany, 6-3, 6-4.

Roger Federer (5), Switzerland, def. 
Richard Gasquet (9), France, 6-1, 6-2.

Tomas Berdych (7), Czech Republic, 
def. John Isner (10), United States, 6-3, 
7-5.

Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Fabio Fog-
nini (14), Italy, 6-2, 6-2.

Women
Quarterfinals

Maria Sharapova (4), Russia, def. Pe-
tra Kvitova (8), Czech Republic, 7-5, 6-1.

Serena Williams (1), United States, 
def. Angelique Kerber (5), Germany, 6-2, 
6-2.

Doubles
Men

Quarterfinals
Michael Llodra and Nicolas Mahut (8), 

France, def. Feliciano Lopez, Spain, and 
Max Mirnyi, Belarus, 7-6 (6), 6-0.

Bob and Mike Bryan (1), United States, 
def. David Marrero and Fernando Ver-
dasco (5), Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (5).

Women
Second Round

Martina Hingis, Switzerland, and Sabi-
ne Lisicki, Germany, def. Sorana Cirstea, 
Romania, and Anastasia Pavlyuchenko-
va, Russia, 6-2, 6-1.

Quarterfinals
Raquel Kops-Jones and Abigail Spears 

(8), United States, def. Garbine Muguru-
za and Carla Suarez Navarro, Spain, 1-6, 
6-4, 10-5.

Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, and Elena 
Vesnina (2), Russia, def. Alla Kudryavt-
seva, Russia, and Anastasia Rodionova, 
Australia, 3-6, 6-3, 10-8.

Pro baseball

Pro soccer

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
Houston 2 0 0 6 5 0
Columbus 2 0 0 6 5 1
Toronto FC 2 0 0 6 3 1
Philadelphia 1 1 1 4 3 3
Sporting Kansas City 1 1 1 4 2 2
Chicago 0 1 2 2 4 5
New York 0 1 2 2 3 6
New England 0 2 1 1 0 5
Montreal 0 3 0 0 2 6
D.C. 0 2 0 0 0 4

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
FC Dallas 2 0 1 7 7 4
Seattle 2 1 0 6 4 2
Vancouver 1 0 2 5 5 2
Real Salt Lake 1 0 2 5 5 4
Chivas USA 1 1 1 4 5 6
Colorado 1 0 1 4 3 1
Portland 0 1 2 2 2 4
San Jose 0 1 1 1 3 4
Los Angeles 0 1 1 1 1 2

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Saturday, March 22
New England 0, Vancouver 0, tie
Montreal , Seattle FC
Real Salt Lake 1, Los Angeles 1, tie
Toronto FC 1, D.C. United 0
Colorado 2, Portland 0
Columbus 2, Philadelphia 1
Sporting Kansas City 1, San Jose 0
FC Dallas 3, Chivas USA 1

Sunday, March 23
Chicago 1, New York 1, tie
Seattle FC 2, Montreal 0

Saturda’s games
Chicago at D.C. United
Montreal at Philadelphia
Sporting Kansas City at Colorado
Houston at Vancouver
Portland at FC Dallas
Toronto FC at Real Salt Lake
Columbus at Seattle FC
New England at San Jose

Sunday’s game
Chivas USA at New York

AP sportlight
March 27

1939 — Oregon beats Ohio State 46-33 
in the NCAA’s first national basketball 
tournament.

1942 — Joe Louis knocks out Abe 
Simon in the sixth round at Madison 
Square Garden to retain his world heavy-
weight title.

1945 — Oklahoma A&M beats New
York University 49-45 for the NCAA bas-
ketball championship.

1951 — Bill Spivey scores 22 points to
lead Kentucky to a 68-58 win over Kansas 
State for the NCAA basketball title.

 1978 — Jack Givens scores 41 points 
to lead Kentucky to a 94-88 victory over 
Duke for the NCAA basketball title. 
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BY DAVE ORNAUER

Stars and Stripes

KADENA AIR BASE, Oki-
nawa — They’re separated by 
some 800 miles, they play soccer 
for different DODDS schools and 
club teams. But Yuji Callahan 
and Gaku Lange are similar in so 
many respects, they might as well 
be twin sons of different mothers.

They’re seniors. They’ve played 
soccer virtually all their lives, 
matriculating in some of the finer 
Japanese club programs. They’re 
coached by their fathers. They 
will play Division I soccer next 
year, Callahan at Holy Cross, 
Lange at Pacific.

They’re returning Far East 
Most Valuable Players who led 
their teams to tournament titles 
last season, Lange for the second 
straight year. As such, they bear 
responsibility as both returning 
MVPs and team captains.

“Because I’ve been through 
high-level programs, lots of peo-
ple are expecting me to deliver 
all the time,” said Lange, the face 
of Matthew C. Perry soccer, with 
123 goals and 47 assists in parts 
of four seasons.

“So when I step on the pitch, 
they expect goals and assists, so 
I have to shoulder that kind of 
burden.”

“Not many people get the oppor-
tunity to carry that weight,” said 
Callahan, who had 27 goals and 
12 assists for Division I champion 
Kadena a year ago. “It’s pretty 
awesome. Even though people 
say it’s a lot of weight, I feel spe-
cial and unique to carry that kind 
of weight.”

Coaches and teammates say 
they hold the two in high regard, 
with Callahan’s father, Mike, not-
ing that Yuji has taken on a role 
in helping schedule games for the 
Panthers.

“Yuji has a lot of experience on 
the field, he’s an extra coach on 
the field, he’s well rounded as a 
player and leader,” Callahan the 
elder said. “To him, it’s not any 
kind of burden at all.”

Likewise, Samurai players view 
Lange as the “core” of the team.

“Without him, we wouldn’t re-
ally be a team,” senior Calvin 

Barker said. “He keeps us togeth-
er, makes sure we play together 
and he always has comments or 
criticism about [our play] and I 
like that part about him.”

Where Callahan and Lange 
may differ is their approach to the 
sport. While Callahan seemingly 
relishes the challenge of wearing 
the MVP bull’s-eye on his jersey, 
Lange has taken a more serious, 
more critical approach at times 
in the past. It may be because of 
their soccer backgrounds, which 
differ as well.

Callahan first hit the pitch 
when he was 10.

“I always had a thing for kick-
ing things. I like kicking balls, 
round things, play with toys with 
my feet, so I realized soccer is for 
me. Everything I have is soccer-
related,” he said.

Shortly after, Callahan began 
training with the Okinawa Dip-
lomats, the youth development 
program run on U.S. bases. As a 
freshman, he played club ball for 
Japan’s third-tier FC Ryukyu U-
15 ODP-equivalent program and 
was also selected to the Okinawa 
U-15 All-Star team.

That team traveled to various 
locations in Japan’s main islands, 

where he was scouted by several 
top high-school programs, much 
like colleges recruit in the States. 
That led him to Nagasaki Insti-
tute of Applied Science, where he 
played and trained his sophomore 
year. It was a competitive pro-
gram of 100 pulled from schools 
around Japan.

Thus, the team looks to Cal-
lahan for leadership and skills 
development.

“He leads by example,” Mike 
Callahan said. “He’s very good 
with newer team members, pull-
ing them aside and giving them 
extra instruction on certain 

things.”
Lange began playing from 

about the time he began walking
and in his middle-school years,
took 2-hour train rides back and
forth from Iwakuni to Hiroshima 
to train with the J-League Hiro-
shima San Frecce ODP-equiva-
lent program.

“Very challenging days, some-
times dark days,” Lange’s coach-
father Mark said, adding the
challenge came from the fact
that the Japanese system dif-
fers sharply from the American 
system.

“Because of the technical work 
that’s expected. If you’re injured
or aren’t playing well, you drop to
the bottom of the charts and you 
have to work your way back.”

Lange was injured for a year 
and endured exactly that, hav-
ing to still take the train trips and
rehab with the trainers.

“But it’s all been very good for 
me,” Lange said. “It’s helped me
grow and mature and I’ve real-
ized what the positives are play-
ing for a DODDS high school
team. It makes me more appre-
ciative of what I have.”

A conversation Mark Lange
had with his son helped transform 
Gaku from a player at times criti-
cal of his teammates into a more 
positive force.

“This is your senior year, enjoy
the moments, enjoy the matches 
and smile when you play,” Mark 
Lange said he told Gaku. Since 
that time, things have been pretty
good.”

Lange and Callahan played
each other last April when Kade-
na traveled to Iwakuni to play 
Perry. It’s led to a lasting friend-
ship, players and coaches said. “It
was a treat for us, seeing them 
on the field together,” Mike Cal-
lahan said.

The two very nearly ended up
committing to Holy Cross togeth-
er before Lange chose Pacific.
Both spoke excitedly about play-
ing college ball.

“That was my goal since I
started playing soccer,” Lange
said. “Anything after that would
be a positive.”
ornauer.dave@stripes.com

Kadena’s Callahan, Perry’s Lange share talent, burden to lead teams back to Far East titles

Skilled seniors undaunted by expectations

BAILEY ROY/Special to Stars and Stripes (Lange), Dave Ornauer/Stars and Stripes (Callahan)

Kadena senior Yuji Callahan, left, is one of two returning Most Valuable Players who led their respective 
teams to Far East titles a season ago. Callahan has a lot in common with Perry senior Gaku Lange, right, 
the other returning MVP. Both carry the weight of their teams each time they take the pitch.

Baseball
Cody Prince’s no-out, two-run walk-off home 

run gave Kadena its first win over Kubasaki in 
more than a year, 9-7 in the second game of Sat-
urday’s Okinawa twin bill.

Tommy Warren went 6-for-10 last week and 
drove in nine runs, including a grand slam  in Sat-
urday’s opener, an 18-2 Kubasaki win  .

Softball
Emily Cox, Selene Castro and Katie Crosby 

combined for 12 RBIs Saturday as Humphreys 

recorded the first win in the first-year program’s 
history, 18-9 over Osan at Camp Walker.

Macalah Danielsen went a combined 7-for-10 
with five doubles and three RBIs as Kadena won 
twice against Kubasaki, 15-2 and 14-5.

Right-hander Kelly Osterbrink gave up one hit 
and struck out 13 in five innings to spark Kinnick 
to a doubleheader sweep of Perry.

Boys soccer
Takeo Elliot scored the match’s lone goal, giving 

Humphreys its first win in program history, 1-0 
over Osan on Saturday.

Gaku Lange scored a hat trick and M.C. Perry 
won its sixth straight match after starting the sea-
son 1-2-1, beating Iwakuni Tech 3-1 on Saturday. 
In those six matches, Lange has 14 goals, giving 
him 20 for the season.

Girls soccer
Freshman Ally Strauss had a hat trick as Kade-

na rallied from an early 2-0 deficit for a 3-2 win 
Wednesday at Okinawa Christian International.

Evie Garrido scored twice and Sara Mason as-
sisted on two goals as Osan outlasted Humphreys 
3-2 for the Cougars’ first win of the season.

Track and field
The meet was hand-timed and the wind was

not legal, but Kubasaki senior sprinter Rahman
Farnell ran the fastest 100 time in Pacific history,
recording 10.14 on the watch Saturday at Kadena.
Adjusted upward for hand reaction and the official
meet time was 10.44. If the wind had been legal, 
that would be .10 under the Pacific record.

Edgren sophomore Shawn Robinson won the 
long jump with a leap of 18 feet, ¼ inches, as the
Eagles made their first appearance at a DODDS-
Japan track meet since 2011.
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NBA

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 39 31 .557 —
Brooklyn 37 32 .536  1½
New York 29 42 .408 10½
Boston 23 47 .329 16
Philadelphia 15 56 .211 24½

Southeast Division
x-Miami 48 21 .696 —
Washington 36 34 .514 12½
Charlotte 34 37 .479 15
Atlanta 31 38 .449 17
Orlando 20 52 .278 29½

Central Division
x-Indiana 51 20 .718 —
Chicago 40 31 .563 11
Cleveland 28 44 .389 23½
Detroit 26 44 .371 24½
Milwaukee 13 58 .183 38

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
x-San Antonio 54 16 .771 —
Houston 48 22 .686  6
Memphis 42 28 .600 12
Dallas 43 29 .597 12
New Orleans 30 40 .429 24

Northwest Division
Oklahoma City 52 19 .732 —
Portland 45 27 .625  7½
Minnesota 34 35 .493 17
Denver 32 39 .451 20
Utah 23 48 .324 29

Pacific Division
L.A. Clippers 50 21 .704 —
Golden State 44 27 .620  6
Phoenix 42 29 .592  8
Sacramento 25 45 .357 24½
L.A. Lakers 24 46 .343 25½

x-clinched playoff spot
Monday’s games

Houston 100, Charlotte 89
Miami 93, Portland 91
Phoenix 102, Atlanta 95
Chicago 89, Indiana 77
Oklahoma City 117, Denver 96
Memphis 109, Minnesota 92
New Orleans 109, Brooklyn 104, OT
San Antonio 113, Philadelphia 91
Detroit 114, Utah 94
L.A. Clippers 106, Milwaukee 98

Tuesday’s games
Orlando 95, Portland 85
Cleveland 102, Toronto 100
Dallas 128, Oklahoma City 119, OT
L.A. Lakers 127, New York 96

Wednesday’s games
Phoenix at Washington
Brooklyn at Charlotte
Toronto at Boston
Cleveland at Detroit
Atlanta at Minnesota
L.A. Clippers at New Orleans
Miami at Indiana
Denver at San Antonio
New York at Sacramento
Memphis at Utah

Thursday’s games
Portland at Atlanta
Philadelphia at Houston
L.A. Lakers at Milwaukee
L.A. Clippers at Dallas

Tuesday
Lakers 127, Knicks 96

NEW YORK — Anthony 10-21 8-8 29, 
Stoudemire 7-14 2-2 16, Chandler 5-7 2-
2 12,  Felton 3-7 0-2 6, Smith 4-6 3-4 12, 
Shumpert 0-6 0-0 0,  Prigioni 0-1 0-0 0, 
Hardaway Jr. 5-7 5-7 17, Aldrich 1-2 0-0 2,  
Tyler 0-0 0-2 0, Brown 1-1 0-0 2, Murry 0-2 
0-0 0. Totals 36-74 20-27 96.

L.A. LAKERS — Johnson 1-3 0-0 2, Hill 
4-4 1-1 9, Kaman 5-10 3-3 13,  Marshall 3-7 
0-0 7, Meeks 5-11 0-0 14, Young 6-10 3-3 
20,  Bazemore 7-14 2-2 18, Kelly 3-6 0-0 9, 
Henry 8-11 3-5 22,  Sacre 4-4 0-0 8, Brooks 
2-3 1-1 5. Totals 48-83 13-15 127.

New York 22 20 31 23— 96
L.A. Lakers 14 36 51 26—127
Three-Point Goals—New York 4-15 

(Hardaway Jr. 2-3, Smith 1-2, Anthony  
1-4, Prigioni 0-1, Shumpert 0-2, Felton 0-
3), L.A. Lakers 18-28 (Young  5-6, Meeks 
4-7, Henry 3-4, Kelly 3-5, Bazemore 2-4, 
Marshall 1-2).  Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—New York 39 (Anthony 9), L.A. 
Lakers 43 (Kaman  9). Assists—New York 
23 (Felton 6), L.A. Lakers 32 (Marshall 9). 
Total  Fouls—New York 16, L.A. Lakers 23. 
A—18,997 (18,997). 

Calendar
April 16 — Last day of regular season.
April 19 — Playoffs begin.
May 20 — Draft lottery.
June 5 — NBA Finals begin.
June 16 — Draft early entry withdraw-

al deadline.

Mavericks 128,
Thunder 118 (OT)

OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 15-27 8-
8 43, Ibaka 5-9 0-2 10, Adams 1-1 0-0 2,  
Westbrook 8-18 5-6 23, Roberson 0-1 0-0 
0, Jackson 5-11 1-1 11,  Butler 4-10 0-0 10, 
Fisher 5-9 0-0 13, Collison 3-7 1-2 7. Totals 
46-93 15-19 119.
DALLAS — Marion 5-11 0-0 11, Nowitzki 
11-23 8-8 32, Dalembert 5-6 0-0 10,  Calde-
ron 7-10 2-2 22, Ellis 6-15 5-7 17, Carter 
4-11 4-6 16,  Harris 2-4 1-1 5, Blair 0-1 2-
2 2, Wright 1-3 1-2 3, Crowder 4-6 0-0 10. 
Totals 45-90 23-28 128.

Oklahoma City 24 36 29 22 8—119
Dallas 28 31 25 27 17—128
Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 

12-33 (Durant 5-11, Fisher 3-6, Butler  2-
6, Westbrook 2-6, Jackson 0-4), Dallas 
15-38 (Calderon 6-9, Carter  4-9, Crowder 
2-4, Nowitzki 2-8, Marion 1-4, Harris 
0-1, Ellis 0-3).  Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Oklahoma City 42 (Collison, 
Westbrook 7),  Dallas 59 (Nowitzki 10). 
Assists—Oklahoma City 27 (Westbrook, 
Jackson  8), Dallas 27 (Calderon 8). To-
tal Fouls—Oklahoma City 30, Dallas 22.  
A—19,607 (19,200). 

Cavaliers 102, Raptors 100
TORONTO — Ross 5-12 2-2 16, Johnson 

6-9 0-0 12, Valanciunas 2-6 0-0 4,  Lowry 8-
18 3-7 22, DeRozan 5-16 3-7 13, Vasquez 4-
13 4-4 16,  Salmons 1-4 2-2 5, Hansbrough 
0-0 0-2 0, De Colo 1-1 0-0 3,  Hayes 2-4 2-2 
6, Novak 1-5 0-0 3. Totals 35-88 16-26 100.

CLEVELAND — Deng 7-13 3-4 19, 
Thompson 3-4 9-10 15, Hawes 4-10 2-2 
11,  Jack 6-9 1-3 13, Waiters 10-19 3-4 24, 
Dellavedova 0-2 0-0 0,  Varejao 4-8 3-4 11, 
Gee 1-4 2-2 4, Zeller 1-1 3-4 5. Totals 36-70 
26-33 102.

Toronto 17 28 36 19—100
Cleveland 26 33 29 14—102
Three-Point Goals—Toronto 14-32 

(Vasquez 4-7, Ross 4-10, Lowry 3-7, De  
Colo 1-1, Salmons 1-1, Novak 1-5, DeRo-
zan 0-1), Cleveland 4-13 (Deng  2-4, Wait-
ers 1-2, Hawes 1-3, Jack 0-1, Varejao 0-1, 
Gee 0-2). Fouled  Out—None. Rebounds—
Toronto 48 (Johnson 9), Cleveland 56 
(Thompson 13).  Assists—Toronto 30 
(Lowry 10), Cleveland 27 (Deng, Waiters 
7). Total  Fouls—Toronto 24, Cleveland 22. 
Technicals—Lowry. A—15,497 (20,562). 

Magic 95, Trail Blazers 85
PORTLAND — Batum 3-9 0-0 6, Wright 

3-11 0-0 8, Lopez 9-13 2-3 20,  Lillard 5-17 
7-8 17, Matthews 5-13 4-4 18, Williams 1-6 
0-0 3,  Barton 3-8 1-2 7, Robinson 1-4 0-0 
2, Claver 1-4 0-0 2,  McCollum 0-0 0-0 0, 
Leonard 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 32-86 14-17 85.

ORLANDO — Harkless 2-5 0-0 5, O’Quinn 
3-8 0-0 6, Vucevic 10-18 2-3 22,  Oladipo 5-
16 3-3 13, Afflalo 3-9 4-5 10, Harris 10-15 
3-4 25,  Lamb 3-4 2-5 11, Moore 0-3 1-2 1, 
Nicholson 1-3 0-0 2, Price 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 
37-85 15-22 95.

Portland 26 16 23 20—85
Orlando 23 27 29 16—95
Three-Point Goals—Portland 7-26 

(Matthews 4-8, Wright 2-6, Williams 1-4,  
Claver 0-1, Batum 0-3, Lillard 0-4), Orlan-
do 6-17 (Lamb 3-4, Harris 2-3,  Harkless 
1-2, Nicholson 0-1, Moore 0-1, Oladipo 
0-3, Price 0-3). Fouled  Out—None. Re-
bounds—Portland 53 (Lopez 13), Orlan-
do 59 (Harris 11).  Assists—Portland 17 
(Barton 4), Orlando 19 (Oladipo 6). Total  
Fouls—Portland 14, Orlando 16. A—17,896 
(18,500). 

Scoreboard

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — With Knicks 
President Phil Jackson watching 
from a luxury suite high above 
the court, his new team’s teeter-
ing playoff hopes got a big shove 
from his old team’s incredible of-
fensive show.

Xavier Henry scored 22 points, 
Nick Young hit five three-point-
ers while scoring 20 points, and 
the Los Angeles Lakers set a 
franchise record with 51 points in 
the third quarter of their 127-96 
victory over New York on Tues-
day night.

Although the Lakers have 16 
NBA championships and a lumi-
nous list of former superstars, 
those teams never had a quar-
ter to compare to the 12 magical 
minutes played after halftime by 
Los Angeles’ current patchwork 
roster.

And no Knicks defense had ever 
given up 51 points in a quarter 
until this team did it in a key game 
for its postseason chase. New York 
dropped three games behind At-
lanta for the eighth playoff spot in 
the Eastern Conference.

“We hit shots all over the place,” 
Lakers coach Mike D’Antoni 
said. “It’s infectious. When you 
start taking good shots, they start 
going in, and even the hard shots 
start going in.”

Indeed, the Lakers hit 19 of 
their 26 shots with six three-
pointers, stretching an eight-
point halftime lead to 30. Nine 
players contributed a field goal to 
the spree, led by nine points from 
Chris Kaman in his first game ac-
tion in March.

“It feels good, but it only lasts 
one night,” said Henry, who 
played exceptionally well with 
a torn ligament in his shooting 
wrist. “We’ve just got to be en-
couraged for the rest of the sea-
son from it.”

Kent Bazemore scored 18 points 
as the Lakers won consecutive 
games for the first time in more 
than three weeks with a season-
high 82 points from their reserves, 
including Henry and Young.

Jodie Meeks had four three-
pointers as Los Angeles finished 
one three-pointer shy of the sin-
gle-game club record during the 
Lakers’ highest-scoring game of 
the season. Five players hit mul-
tiple three-pointers, including 
three apiece for Henry and rook-
ie Ryan Kelly.

Carmelo Anthony scored 29 
points for the Knicks, who have 
lost two straight after an eight-

game winning streak. Tim Hard-
away Jr. scored 17 points and 
Amare Stoudemire had 16 in the 
Knicks’ seventh straight road loss 
to the Lakers since 2007.

“At the end of the day, it’s just 
individual pride,” said J.R. Smith, 
who had 12 points. “You have to 
have pride in guarding your man, 
guarding the ball, and we just 
didn’t have that the last three 
quarters.”

Mavericks 128, Thunder 119 
(OT):  Dirk Nowitzki scored seven 
of his 32 points in overtime, lead-
ing host Dallas to the win.

Nowitzki also had 10 rebounds 
and six assists. In Dallas’ loss to 
Brooklyn on Sunday, he was 2 
for 12 from the field in his worst 
shooting performance of the 
season.

Kevin Durant led Oklahoma 
City with 43 points. He has scored 

at least 25 in 36 consecutive
games in the longest such streak
since Michael Jordan’s 40-game 
run during the 1986-87 season.

Cavaliers 102, Raptors 100: 
Dion Waiters scored 24 points and 
Luol Deng added 19 as host Cleve-
land prevented Toronto from get-
ting closer to a playoff spot.

The Cavs blew a 21-point lead,
but made just enough plays down
the stretch to snap a five-game
losing streak at home.

Magic 95, Trail Blazers 85: 
Tobias Harris had 25 points and
11 rebounds, and Orlando stopped 
a nine-game losing streak.

Nik Vucevic added 22 points
and 10 boards for the Magic, who
led by just eight at the half but 
used scoring spurts in the third
and fourth quarters to put the 
game away.

MARK J. TERRILL/AP

Lakers forward Xavier Henry dunks for two of his team-high 22 
points against the Knicks on Tuesday. The Lakers won 127-96.

Lakers drop 51 in third
Roundup

LM OTERO/AP

The Mavericks’ Dirk Nowitzki 
looks to pass over the Thunder’s 
Kevin Durant on Tuesday.
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NHL
Scoreboard

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-Boston 72 49 17 6 104 230 153
Montreal 74 41 26 7 89 190 184
Tampa Bay 72 39 24 9 87 214 193

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 72 46 21 5 97 224 180
N.Y. Rangers 73 40 29 4 84 194 178
Philadelphia 71 38 26 7 83 205 201

Wild card
Columbus 72 37 29 6 80 204 196
Detroit 72 33 25 14 80 191 204

Washington 73 34 27 12 80 212 218
Toronto 74 36 30 8 80 216 231
New Jersey 72 31 28 13 75 175 187
Ottawa 72 29 29 14 72 205 243
Carolina 72 31 32 9 71 181 205
Florida 73 27 38 8 62 178 237
N.Y. Islanders 72 28 35 9 65 202 243
Buffalo 72 20 44 8 48 138 212

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-St. Louis 72 49 16 7 105 233 163
Chicago 73 42 16 15 99 244 188
Colorado 72 45 21 6 96 221 198

Pacific Division
x-San Jose 74 47 18 9 103 227 177
x-Anaheim 71 46 18 7 99 228 180
Los Angeles 73 42 25 6 90 182 155

Wild Card
Minnesota 72 37 24 11 85 180 178
Phoenix 73 35 26 12 82 202 207

Dallas 72 34 27 11 79 203 207
Vancouver 73 33 30 10 76 176 196
Winnipeg 73 32 32 9 73 202 213
Nashville 73 31 31 11 73 177 218
Calgary 72 30 35 7 67 183 211
Edmonton 73 25 39 9 59 180 241

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards in each 
conference qualify for playoffs.

x-clinched playoff spot
Monday’s games

Montreal 2, Boston 1, SO
Ottawa 4, Tampa Bay 3, SO
Calgary 2, San Jose 1, SO
N.Y. Rangers 4, Phoenix 3, OT
Los Angeles 3, Philadelphia 2
Dallas 2, Winnipeg 1

Tuesday’s games
Los Angeles 5, Washington 4, SO
Florida 3, Ottawa 2, SO
Colorado 5, Nashville 4, SO
St. Louis 5, Toronto 3
Phoenix 3, Pittsburgh 2
N.Y. Islanders 5, Carolina 4
Montreal 2, Buffalo 0
Columbus 4, Detroit 2
Chicago 4, Dallas 2
San Jose 5, Edmonton 2

Wednesday’s games
Vancouver at Minnesota
Philadelphia at N.Y. Rangers
Anaheim at Calgary

Thursday’s games
Chicago at Boston
Phoenix at New Jersey
Los Angeles at Pittsburgh
Montreal at Detroit
N.Y. Islanders at Tampa Bay
Carolina at Florida
Minnesota at St. Louis
Buffalo at Nashville
Vancouver at Colorado
Winnipeg at San Jose

Tuesday
Avalanche 5, Predators 4 (SO)
Colorado 1 1 2 0—5
Nashville 2 1 1 0—4

Colorado won shootout 2-1
First Period—1, Nashville, Josi 10 

(Bourque, Cr.Smith), 3:33. 2, Nashville, 
Josi 11 (Jarnkrok), 9:49. 3, Colorado, Lan-
deskog 22 (Stastny, MacKinnon), 19:06.

Second Period—4, Colorado, Landesk-
og 23 (Stastny), 8:41. 5, Nashville, Cullen 
8 (Ellis, Fisher), 14:43.

Third Period—6, Colorado, McLeod 4 
(Duchene, Benoit), 12:25. 7, Nashville, Cul-
len 9 (Hornqvist, Ellis), 15:17. 8, Colorado, 
Holden 9 (Landeskog, Barrie), 16:01.

Shootout—Colorado 2 (Duchene NG, 
O’Reilly G, Landeskog G), Nashville 1 
(Jarnkrok G, Ellis NG, Josi NG).

Shots on Goal—Colorado 3-9-13-3—28. 
Nashville 13-9-7-4—33.

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
0 of 0; Nashville 0 of 2.

Goalies—Colorado, Varlamov 35-14-5 
(33 shots-29 saves). Nashville, Rinne 7-
9-2 (28-24).

A—16,438 (17,113). T—2:42.

Islanders 5, Hurricanes 4
N.Y. Islanders 4 1 0—5
Carolina 2 2 0—4

First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Mc-
Donald 7 (Hickey, Strome), 3:39. 2, N.Y. 
Islanders, Clutterbuck 11 (Bailey, Ham-
onic), 5:26. 3, N.Y. Islanders, McDonald 8 
(de Haan, Hamonic), 6:12. 4, N.Y. Island-
ers, Martin 6 (Czuczman, Hickey), 10:54. 
5, Carolina, Skinner 27 (Loktionov, Harri-
son), 12:38 (pp). 6, Carolina, Loktionov 6 
(Tlusty, Bellemore), 15:06.

Second Period—7, Carolina, Semin 22 
(Jo.Staal, Liles), 2:42 (pp). 8, N.Y. Islanders, 
Martin 7 (Strome, McDonald), 16:57. 9, Car-
olina, Gerbe 16 (Jo.Staal, Hainsey), 17:19.

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Islanders 14-9-
9—32. Carolina 9-13-6—28.

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Is-
landers 0 of 3; Carolina 2 of 4.

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Nilsson 4-5-2 
(28 shots-24 saves). Carolina, Ward (9-6), 
Khudobin 15-12-0 (6:12 first, 23-21).

A—15,176 (18,680). T—2:33.

Kings 5, Capitals 4 (SO)
Los Angeles 0 1 3 0—5
Washington 2 1 1 0—4

Los Angeles won shootout 2-0
First Period—1, Washington, Ovechkin 

47 (Carlson, Brouwer), 2:24 (pp). 2, Wash-
ington, Ovechkin 48 (Brouwer, Back-
strom), 7:04 (pp).

Second Period—3, Los Angeles, Rich-
ards 11 (Martinez, Muzzin), 2:53 (pp). 4, 
Washington, Penner 14 (C.Brown), 17:18.

Third Period—5, Los Angeles, King 14 
(D.Brown, W.Mitchell), :45. 6, Los Angeles, 
Gaborik 9 (Toffoli, Muzzin), 8:41. 7, Los 
Angeles, D.Brown 14 (King, Stoll), 12:55. 
8, Washington, Kuznetsov 1 (Ovechkin, 
Fehr), 19:18 (sh).

Shootout—Los Angeles 2 (Kopitar G, 
Carter G), Washington 0 (Kuznetsov NG, 
Fehr NG).

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 7-11-15-
3—36. Washington 8-5-10-4—27.

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange-
les 1 of 3; Washington 2 of 4.

Goalies—Los Angeles, Quick 25-15-2 
(27 shots-23 saves). Washington, Halak 
28-11-6 (36-32).

A—18,506 (18,506). T—2:49.

Blackhawks 4, Stars 2
Dallas 0 1 1—2
Chicago 1 2 1—4

First Period—1, Chicago, Shaw 19 
(Sharp, Toews), 19:42 (pp).

Second Period—2, Chicago, Versteeg 
12 (Keith, Seabrook), 4:12. 3, Dallas, Gar-
butt 13 (Seguin, Jo.Benn), 10:56. 4, Chi-
cago, Keith 6 (Sharp, Shaw), 14:15.

Third Period—5, Dallas, Garbutt 14 
(Fiddler, Roussel), 14:20. 6, Chicago, Hos-
sa 26, 19:26 (en).

Shots on Goal—Dallas 8-12-7—27. Chi-
cago 16-14-12—42.

Power-play opportunities—Dallas 0 of 
2; Chicago 1 of 3.

Goalies—Dallas, Lehtonen 27-18-10 (41 
shots-38 saves). Chicago, Crawford 29-
13-10 (27-25).

A—21,493 (19,717). T—2:31.

Panthers 3, Senators 2 (SO)
Ottawa 0 2 0 0—2
Florida 0 2 0 0—3

Florida won shootout 2-1
Second Period—1, Ottawa, Stone 2 

(E.Karlsson, Turris), 11:34. 2, Ottawa, 
MacArthur 22 (Wiercioch, Turris), 16:11 
(pp). 3, Florida, Bergenheim 15 (Camp-
bell, Bjugstad), 17:32. 4, Florida, Trocheck 
3 (Upshall, Fleischmann), 17:55.

Shootout—Ottawa 1 (Turris G, Spezza 
NG, Michalek NG), Florida 2 (Trocheck G, 
Pirri G).

Shots on Goal—Ottawa 20-12-5-2—39. 
Florida 10-19-8-4—41.

Power-play opportunities—Ottawa 1 
of 2; Florida 0 of 2.

Goalies—Ottawa, Lehner 8-15-6 (41 
shots-39 saves). Florida, Luongo 23-20-7 
(39-37).

A—13,435 (17,040). T—2:43.

Blue Jackets 4, Red Wings 2
Detroit 1 1 0—2
Columbus 2 0 2—4

First Period—1, Columbus, Johansen 
28 (Jenner, Wisniewski), 1:35 (pp). 2, 
Columbus, Dubinsky 15 (Johnson, Wis-
niewski), 12:46 (pp). 3, Detroit, Nyquist 24 
(Sheahan, Tatar), 14:55.

Second Period—4, Detroit, Nyquist 25 
(Tatar), 10:58.

Third Period—5, Columbus, Atkinson 
19 (Calvert, Dubinsky), 6:58. 6, Columbus, 
Johansen 29 (Wisniewski), 19:54 (en).

Shots on Goal—Detroit 10-10-13—33. 
Columbus 6-10-12—28.

Power-play opportunities—Detroit 0 
of 2; Columbus 2 of 4.

Goalies—Detroit, Howard 17-17-11 (27 
shots-24 saves). Columbus, Bobrovsky 
(10-9), McElhinney 9-9-1 (0:00 second, 
23-22).

A—15,103 (18,144). T—2:30.

Sharks 5, Oilers 2
San Jose 0 3 2—5
Edmonton 1 0 1—2

First Period—1, Edmonton, Perron 26 
(Hall, Petry), 4:11.

Second Period—2, San Jose, Pavel-
ski 35 (Marleau, Thornton), 6:28 (pp). 3, 
San Jose, Marleau 31 (Pavelski, Burns),
9:57 (pp). 4, San Jose, Havlat 9 (Demers), 
19:29.

Third Period—5, San Jose, Pavelski 36 
(Boyle, Burns), 1:17 (pp). 6, San Jose, Pav-
elski 37 (Thornton, Stuart), 13:00. 7, Ed-
monton, Hall 25 (Ference, Eberle), 14:56.

Shots on Goal—San Jose 11-17-6—34.
Edmonton 10-7-13—30.

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 3 
of 3; Edmonton 0 of 2.

Goalies—San Jose, Niemi 36-14-7 (30 
shots-28 saves). Edmonton, Scrivens 13-
13-4 (34-29).

A—16,839 (16,839). T—2:25.

Canadiens 2, Sabres 0
Buffalo 0 0 0—0
Montreal 0 0 2—2

Third Period—1, Montreal, Pacioretty
32 (Vanek, Desharnais), 10:53. 2, Montre-
al, Briere 13 (Bourque), 16:54 (pp).

Shots on Goal—Buffalo 11-5-8—24.
Montreal 10-12-13—35.

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 0 
of 3; Montreal 1 of 6.

Goalies—Buffalo, Hackett 1-1-0 (35
shots-33 saves). Montreal, Price 30-18-5
(24-24).

A—21,273 (21,273). T—2:25.

Blues 5, Maple Leafs 3
St. Louis 2 2 1—5
Toronto 1 0 2—3

First Period—1, Toronto, Lupul 21 
(Kadri, Gardiner), 11:30 (pp). 2, St. Louis,
Oshie 18 (Polak, Jackman), 15:55. 3, St.
Louis, Backes 25 (Oshie), 19:27 (pp).

Second Period—4, St. Louis, Backes
26 (Pietrangelo, Steen), 7:32. 5, St. Louis,
Steen 31 (Shattenkirk, Berglund), 17:35.

Third Period—6, Toronto, Gunnarsson
3, 4:39. 7, Toronto, van Riemsdyk 28 (Kes-
sel, Gardiner), 15:54. 8, St. Louis, Backes
27 (Oshie, Steen), 18:53 (en).

Shots on Goal—St. Louis 23-13-13—49.
Toronto 7-7-11—25.

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 1 
of 3; Toronto 1 of 3.

Goalies—St. Louis, Miller 23-24-4 (25 
shots-22 saves). Toronto, Bernier 25-17-7 
(48-44).

A—19,505 (18,819). T—2:43.

Coyotes 3, Penguins 2
Phoenix 2 1 0—3
Pittsburgh 2 0 0—2

First Period—1, Phoenix, Moss 7
(Hanzal, McMillan), 9:06. 2, Pittsburgh, 
Jokinen 18 (Neal, Crosby), 11:51 (pp). 3, 
Phoenix, Vermette 24 (Doan, Boedker), 
14:47 (pp). 4, Pittsburgh, Pyatt 3 (Scuderi, 
Despres), 19:55.

Second Period—5, Phoenix, Boedker
18 (Doan, Stone), 13:18.

Shots on Goal—Phoenix 11-8-10—29.
Pittsburgh 10-7-8—25.

Power-play opportunities—Phoenix 1 
of 5; Pittsburgh 1 of 1.

Goalies—Phoenix, Greiss 8-5-2 (25
shots-23 saves). Pittsburgh, Fleury 34-
17-4 (29-26).

A—18,632 (18,387). T—2:36.

Leaders
Scoring

Through March 25
 GP G A PTS
Sidney Crosby, Pit 72 34 61 95
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 67 30 49 79
Phil Kessel, Tor 74 36 41 77
Tyler Seguin, Dal 70 32 43 75
Claude Giroux, Phi 71 24 50 74
Alex Ovechkin, Was 69 48 24 72
Corey Perry, Anh 71 37 35 72
Evgeni Malkin, Pit 60 23 49 72
Joe Pavelski, SJ 74 37 34 71

Roundup

Columbus rallies in third to beat Detroit

Blue Jackets pull even 
in East wild-card race

The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Detroit 
goalie Jimmy Howard felt the de-
ciding goal shouldn’t have count-
ed in the Red Wings’ 4-2 loss to 
the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Tuesday.

“I guess it’s something to re-
member here and keep in the 
back of our minds — if you knock 
the net off, just throw (the puck) in 
there,” he said. “It should count.”

Cam Atkinson scored a goal 
confirmed by video replay in the 
third period, and Ryan Johansen 
added an empty-netter for his 
second of the game to lead the 
Blue Jackets to a win that further 
tightens the already close East-
ern Conference playoff race.

On an odd-man rush, Matt 
Calvert’s shot from the left wing 
was stopped by Howard, although 
the puck popped loose behind the 
goalie. Atkinson, racing down the 
right wing, was hit by Detroit de-
fenseman Brendan Smith. Atkin-
son’s leg knocked the net off its 
moorings as he backhanded the 
loose puck into the cage as it was 
sliding away from the goal line.

The goal, at 6:58 of the third, 
was ruled good because Smith’s 
hit on Atkinson had knocked the 
net loose — bringing a loud cheer 
from the crowd of 15,103.

“I wasn’t really sure,” Atkinson 
said about the goal. “The net went 
off, but their explanation was the 
puck was going in as the net was 
coming off. Matty just made a 
good play. The puck kind of snuck 
out between his legs and I was at 
the right place at the right time.”

 Brandon Dubinsky and Johan-
sen had power-play goals in the 
first period after the Blue Jackets 
had failed to score on their previ-
ous 36 opportunities with a man 
advantage over a 10-game span. 
James Wisniewski assisted on 
both and added another helper.

  Blues 5, Maple Leafs 3: David 
Backes completed a hat trick with 
an empty-net goal to lead visiting 

St. Louis to a victory that sent To-
ronto to its sixth straight loss.

  Coyotes 3, Penguins 2: 
Thomas Greiss stopped 23 shots 
as visiting Phoenix edged sloppy 
Pittsburgh.

 Kings 5, Capitals 4 (SO): Anze 
Kopitar and Jeff Carter scored in 
the shootout as visiting Los Ange-
les came back after allowing Alex 
Ovechkin’s two early power-play 
goals to beat Washington.

 Islanders 5, Hurricanes 4: 
Colin McDonald had two goals 
and an assist and Matt Martin 
also scored twice for visiting New 
York, which beat Carolina. 

Canadiens 2, Sabres 0: Carey 
Price made 24 saves and Max Pa-
cioretty and Daniel Briere scored 
third-period goals as host Mon-
treal earned a win over Buffalo. 

Panthers 3, Senators 2 (SO): 
Vincent Trocheck and Brandon 
Pirri scored in a shootout to lift 
host Florida past Ottawa.

Trocheck also scored in regula-
tion and Sean Bergenheim scored 
a goal for the Panthers. Roberto 
Luongo made 37 saves. 

Blackhawks 4, Stars 2: An-
drew Shaw and Duncan Keith 
each had a goal and an assist as 
host Chicago held on for a win 
over Dallas.

Kris Versteeg and Marian 
Hossa also scored for Chicago, 
which needs just one more point 
to clinch a playoff berth . 

Avalanche 5, Predators 4: Ga-
briel Landeskog scored two goals 
in regulation and then netted the 
winner in the shootout to lead vis-
iting Colorado over Nashville.

Cody McLeod and Nick Holden 
also scored for Colorado, which 
ended a three-game skid. 

Sharks 5, Oilers 2: Joe Pav-
elski scored three goals and set 
up another as visiting San Jose  
snapped a two-game losing streak 
with a win over  Edmonton.

Patrick Marleau and Marty 
Havlat also scored for the 
Sharks .

PAUL VERNON/AP 

Columbus’ Cam Atkinson scores the controversial game-winning goal 
against Detroit goalie Jimmy Howard in the third period of the Blue 
Jackets’ 4-2 win on Tuesday in Columbus, Ohio. The goal was lifted 
off its moorings when Atkinson scored, but it was allowed to stand 
after the play was viewed by video replay officials.

NATHAN DENETTE, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP 

Toronto goalie Jonathan Bernier hugs the goal post as St. Louis 
forward Brenden Morrow, second from right, tries for the wraparound 
past Maple Leafs forward Nazem Kadri (43) in third period of 
Tuesday’s game at Air Canada Centre in Toronto. St. Louis won 5-3.



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                 PAGE 27Thursday, March 27, 2014

BY JOHN WAWROW

The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Buffalo Bills owner 
Ralph Wilson never forgot how he was 
made to feel like an outsider for having the 
audacity to challenge the NFL.

It was 1959, and Wilson had just invest-
ed $25,000 to join Lamar Hunt and Bud 
Adams in helping establish the upstart 
American Football League. Wilson and 
the seven other owners were immediately 
dubbed “The Foolish Club.”

“You’d go to cocktail parties back in 
those days,” Wilson recalled in an inter-
view with The Associated Press in 2009, a 
month before being inducted into the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame. “And they’d look at 
me like, ‘What kind of dope are you, going 
into a new league?’ ”

Some 54 years later, Wilson was being 
remembered as a “visionary” for playing 
a key role in helping establish the modern-

day game.
The Bills lost their sole owner, and the 

NFL lost its last surviving AFL founder 
and a person regarded as the league’s 
“conscience” on Tuesday, when Wilson 
died at his home in Grosse Pointe Shores, 
Mich. Wilson was 95.

Bills president Russ Brandon announced 
Wilson’s death at the NFL owners meet-
ings in Orlando, Fla.

“Ralph Wilson was a driving force in de-
veloping pro football into America’s most 
popular sport,” NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell said. “He brought his beloved Bills 
to western New York, and his commitment 
to the team’s role in the community set the 
standard for the NFL.”

New York Jets owner Woody Johnson 
called Wilson’s death “the end of a real im-
portant era.”

Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones 
referred to Wilson as “one of the corner-
stones of the AFL.”

And in Buffalo, where Wilson’s influ-
ence resonated as the region’s patriarch of 
professional football, he was being sorely 
missed. 

“He wasn’t my boss, he was my friend,” 
Bills Hall of Fame coach Marv Levy said. 
“He meant so much to the game that both 
of us revered, and to the community of 
Buffalo and beyond. It’s quite a loss.”

Wilson had been receiving home hospice 
care, and had been in failing health since 
having hip surgery in 2011.

Wilson gave up daily oversight of the 
club on Jan. 1, 2013, when he relinquished 
the president’s title to Brandon.

“No one loves this game more than 
Ralph Wilson,” Brandon said. “It’s very 
tough. What he’s’ meant to the entire orga-
nization. He’s our leader, our mentor our 
friend. How he loves his players and loved 
our community. Special guy. They just 
don’t make them like Ralph Wilson.”

Wilson earned a well-established repu-

tation for loyalty to fans and the stands he
took against franchise relocation.

Though he butted heads several times
with late Oakland Raiders owner Al Davis,
it did not affect their friendship.

As Davis said in 2009: “There were a
lot of guys saying (Steelers owner Dan) 
Rooney was the conscience. But certainly,
Mr. Wilson was more of a conscience of the
league.”

Wilson also earned the respect of his
players.

Bills Hall of Fame running back Thur-
man Thomas struggled with his emotions 
when discussing Wilson.

“With Mr. Wilson’s passing today, it
hurts,” Thomas said. “So I’m going to miss 
him, without a doubt. He used to call me 
his favorite son.” 

The franchise’s future is now in the hands 
of Brandon and Wilson’s second-in-com-
mand, Bills treasurer Jeffrey Littmann. 

Bills owner, AFL founder Wilson dies at 95
NFL

BY BARRY WILNER

The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — The NFL 
will place a heavy emphasis 
on enforcing its player conduct 
rules, something Rams coach 
Jeff Fisher calls “a front-of-the-
book issue.”

As the league’s spring meet-
ings wrapped up Wednesday with 
Commissioner Roger Goodell say-
ing expansion of the playoffs next 
season is possible, sportsmanship 
— and lack thereof — was the 
prime topic.

“We’re going to clean the game 
up on the field,” said Fisher, 
co-chairman of the influential 
competition committee. “The in-
your-face taunting, those types 
of things, the language. It’s all in 
the (rule) book. It’s all under un-
sportsmanlike conduct. There’s 
no change in our rule. We’re going 
to enforce the current rule.”

That includes abusive and rac-
ist language.

“It includes everything, yes,” 
Fisher said with emphasis.

He noted that everyone is fed 
up when a lack of sportsmanship 
occurs: owners, coaches, fans, 
players.

“The NCAA is hoping for us to 
do something about it and we’ve 
got to take the lead,” Fisher said, 
“and we’re going to do that.” 

Also on Wednesday, the 
owners:

� Approved experimentation 
with extra-point kicks from the 
20-yard line for two weeks in the 
preseason, but implementing lon-
ger PATs for the regular season 
has been tabled.

� Adopted proposals to extend 
the length of the goalposts 5 feet 
to 35 feet to better determine if 
kicks are good; to no longer stop 
the clock on sacks; and to allow 
video reviews on plays with a re-
covery of a loose ball on the field 
even though the play had been 
whistled dead. 

Emphasis
to be placed
on conduct
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WOMEN’S NCAA TOURNAMENT

The Associated Press

STORRS, Conn. — Kaleena 
Mosqueda-Lewis has struggled 
this season with injury and ill-
ness. But everything felt fine on 
Tuesday night.

UConn’s 6-foot junior scored 20 
points, pulled down 10 rebounds 
and had 10 assists to lead the Hus-
kies (36-0) to a 91-52 rout of Saint 
Joseph’s in the second round of 
the NCAA tournament.

It was the second triple double 
for UConn this year, the third 
in program history, and just the 
14th in the history of the women’s 
NCAA tournament.

“I’m fine now,” said Mosqueda-
Lewis, who missed 12 games this 
season with an elbow injury and 
later a bout with mononucleosis. 
“I struggled so much with my con-
fidence. Now, I’m confident and 
I’m out there playing relaxed.”

She led five players in double 
figures for the top-ranked Hus-
kies (36-0), who won their 42nd 
straight game.

Breanna Stewart added 21 
points and 11 rebounds, and Bria 
Hartley also chipped in 20 points 
for the defending national cham-
pions, who are trying to win a re-
cord ninth NCAA tournament.

Erin Shields and Sarah Fair-
banks each had 12 points to lead 
Saint Joseph’s which finished the 
year at 23-10. Natasha Cloud had 
10 and six assists for the Hawks.

UConn will face 12th-seeded 
BYU in Lincoln, Neb., on Satur-
day. The Cougars upset Nebraska 
in the second round, sparing the 

Huskies a date with the Corn-
huskers on their home court.

Mosqueda-Lewis connected on 
eight of her 14 shots, and was 3-
for-5 from three-point range.

Stefanie Dolson added 17 
points and six rebounds. She had 
UConn’s other triple-double this 
season, scoring 26 points, grab-
bing 13 rebounds and dishing out 
11 assists in a win over Oregon .

Dolson scored off the opening 
tip and UConn never trailed. A 
pair of three-pointers from Jeffer-
son and Mosqueda-Lewis made it 
8-0 and forced coach Cindy Grif-
fin to use her first timeout less 
than two minutes into the game.

  Texas A&M 85, James Madi-
son 69: Courtney Williams 
scored 23 points and Karla Gil-
bert added 20 points with 15 re-
bounds to help the Aggies to a win 
over the Dukes in College Station, 
Texas.

The victory sends the third-
seeded Aggies to the round of 16 
for the sixth time and their first 
since 2012. 

Louisville Regional
Maryland 69, Texas 64: Alys-

sa Thomas scored all 16 of her 
points in the second half as the 
fourth-seeded Lady Terrapins 
(26-6) squeezed past the cold-
shooting Lady Longhorns in Col-
lege Park, Md., to reach the Sweet 
16.

Maryland will face top-seed-
ed Tennessee in the regional 
semifinals. 

Louisville 83, Iowa 53: Shoni 
Schimmel had 26 points, seven 
assists and five steals to help the 
Cardinals (32-4) thump the Lady 
Hawkeyes (27-9) in Iowa City, 
Iowa, to earn their fifth trip to the 
Sweet 16 under coach Jeff Walz. 

LSU 76, West Virginia 67: 
Danielle Ballard had 22 points 
and 15 rebounds, and the seventh-
seeded Lady Tigers (21-12) over-
came a late seven-point deficit, as 
well as foul trouble, to upset the 
No. 2 seed Lady Mountaineers 
(30-5). 

Stanford Regional
South Carolina 78, Oregon 

St. 69: Aleighsa Welch had 21 
points and 11 rebounds and Tif-
fany Mitchell added 20 points and 
10 boards as the top-seeded Lady 
Gamecocks (29-4) used their size 
and athleticism to overwhelm the 
No. 9 seed Lady Beavers (24-11) 
in Seattle. 

North Carolina 62, Michi-
gan St. 53: Freshman Diamond 
DeShields had 24 points and a 
season-high 12 rebounds to help 
the Tar Heels (26-9) beat the 
Lady Spartans (23-10) in Chapel 
Hill, N.C. 

Penn State 83, Florida 61: 
Maggie Lucas and Dara Taylor 
each scored 22 points to send the 
third-seeded Lady Lions (24-7)  
into the Sweet 16 with a win over 
the Gators (20-13).

Penn State will play at No. 2 
Stanford (30-3) on Sunday in the 
regional semifinals. 

BY DOUG FEINBERG

The Associated Press

Two rounds in the books of the 
NCAA women’s tournament and 
everything is almost going ac-
cording to seed, well except for 
the Nebraska Regional.

Coming into the tournament 
it seemed that UConn may have 
the easiest road to the Final Four. 
That path got potentially easier 
with the upset of fourth-seeded 
Nebraska and No. 2 seed Duke.

Don’t count UConn coach Geno 
Auriemma among those looking 
at it that way.

“I’m sure all the talk will be 
for the next three days how, ‘If it 
wasn’t going to be easy enough 
for Connecticut to go to the Final 
Four, now it’s going to be real 
easy, because No. 2 and No. 4 are 
out,” Geno Auriemma said. “That 
would be kind of disrespectful to 
the teams that are already there.”

While the Nebraska Regional 
has 12 seed BYU and No. 7 seed 
DePaul still standing, the other 
three regions didn’t have too 
many surprises.

The top four seeds advanced to 
Stanford. Fifth-seeded Oklahoma 
State joined the top three seeds in 
South Bend, Ind. Seventh-seeded 
LSU crashed the Louisville re-
gion by beating No. 2 seed West 
Virginia. Then again, the Lady 
Tigers did win at home.

It marked the first time since 
2010 that two No. 2 seeds got 
knocked out in the second round.

Home-court advantage could 
be huge for Notre Dame, Stanford 
and Louisville. The trio, which 
are hosting regionals, have lost 
one game combined on their own 
courts this season.

Five things to watch for in the 
regional semifinals.

1Party crashers: BYU is 
the biggest party crasher 
to the Sweet 16. The Cou-
gars earned their first trip 

to the regional semifinals with 
a victory over Nebraska. The 
Cougars’ reward — top seeded 
UConn. Throw in seven seeds De-
Paul and LSU and there is some 
intrigue. It’s not the same as the 
men’s bracket which has three 
double-digit seeds still standing.

“You start to understand that 
the game is changing a little bit,” 
Auriemma said. “It’s not automat-

ic anymore that if you’re seeded 
higher you’re going to win. It’s
been rewarding to see teams play
great basketball and get rewarded 
with wins and having new teams 
in the regionals.”

2Dominant one seeds: All
four one-seeds advanced
to the regional semifinals
with relative ease. Only 

three times since the field ex-
panded to 64 teams in 1994 have
the top seeds not all advanced to
the Sweet 16. The last was in 2009
when ninth-seed Michigan State
upended Duke.

3Star power: Some of the 
best seniors in the wom-
en’s game are still play-
ing. Chiney Ogwumike

(Stanford), Kayla McBride (Notre
Dame), Odyssey Sims (Baylor),
Alyssa Thomas (Maryland), and 
Maggie Lucas (Penn State) were 
all instrumental in getting their 
teams to the Sweet 16.

4Go west, young women: 
North Carolina and Penn 
State will have to make
cross-country journeys to

play in the Stanford regional after
opening up at home in the first
two rounds. It will be the first
time the Lady Lions have been in
the Pacific time zone this season.
The Tar Heels played out West 
twice this season, competing in
a Thanksgiving tournament in
Mexico and taking on UCLA.

Top-seed South Carolina played 
its first two games in Seattle and
will stay out West in between
rounds.

“We’re staying out on the West 
Coast,” South Carolina coach
Dawn Staley said. “It doesn’t re-
ally make sense for us to fly 3,000 
miles to Columbia to turn around
and have to leave the next day.
We have study hall and exams
being proctored and Skyping into
classes. We want to make sure 
our student-athletes get the full 
balance of basketball and mak-
ing sure they stay on top of their
school work.”

5Top conference: The SEC
has five teams in the Sweet
16 with the ACC being the
next closest conference

with three advancing. It probably 
didn’t hurt the SEC that four of
the five teams played the first two
rounds on their home courts.

Underdogs surprise 
in Nebraska Region

Unbeaten Connecticut rolls 
into 21st straight Sweet 16

JESSICA HILL/AP 

Connecticut’s Kaleena Mosqueda-Lewis is guarded by Saint Joseph’s Kelsey Berger, left, during the 
first half of their NCAA tournament second-round game in the Lincoln Regional on Tuesday. Top-seeded 
Connecticut won 91-52 and will play 12th-seeded Brigham Young in the regional semifinals on Saturday.

Roundup

JAE C. HONG/AP 

Brigham Young’s Kylie Maeda (15) and Lexi Eaton (21) celebrate the 
team’s 80-76 upset win over Nebraska in a second-round game on 
Monday in Los Angeles. The 12th-seeded Cougars now face No. 1 
seed Connecticut in the regional semifinals on Saturday.
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out ever serving as an assistant coach.
Michigan fired Tommy Amaker and 

hired Beilein in 2007 and he has stayed in 
one place longer than any stop since being 
at LeMoyne College from 1983 to 1992.

“I just thought of that,” Beilein said. “We 
really like it here, but I don’t think I’m 
ever comfortable because we’re always 
searching for ways to be better coaches 
and mentors.”

Beilein might have done his best job of 
leading any team this season.

After losing Burke and Tim Hardaway 
Jr. to the NBA as underclassmen, stand-

tive of Burt, N.Y., graduated from Wheeling 
Jesuit in 1975.

Beilein’s first coaching job was at Erie 
(N.Y.) Community College in 1978 and he 
went on to lead Nazareth, LeMoyne, Ca-
nisius, Richmond and West Virginia with-
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No. 1 Arizona vs.
No. 4 San Diego State

AFN-Xtra
3 a.m. Friday CET
11 a.m. Friday JKT

No. 1 Florida vs. No. 4 UCLA
AFN-Sports

2:30 a.m. Friday CET
10:30 a.m. Friday JKT

No. 2 Wisconsin vs. No. 6 Baylor
AFN-Xtra

12:30 a.m. Friday CET
8:30 a.m. Friday JKT

No. Stanford vs. No. 11 Dayton
AFN-Sports

Midnight Thursday CET
8 a.m. Friday JKT

Games on AFN

Proud: Beilein leads team back to second straight round of 16

BY STEVE MEGARGEE

The Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — The 
do-or-die nature of the NCAA 
tournament is nothing new to 
Tennessee.

The Volunteers (24-12) have 
been playing with virtually no 
margin for error since late Febru-
ary, after they split their first 14 
Southeastern Conference games. 
That made them primed for the 
postseason by the time they were 
awarded an NCAA bid.

The 11th-seeded Vols are 
streaking into Friday’s Midwest 
Regional semifinal against No. 2 
seed Michigan (27-8) with eight 
wins in their last nine games. 
After beating Iowa in the First 
Four, Tennessee ousted No. 6 
seed Massachusetts and No. 14 
seed Mercer.

“I think it did a good job of just 
putting us on edge every day,” 
Tennessee guard Josh Richard-
son said. “I think we kind of had 
an advantage going into the Iowa 
game because we’d been playing 
the do-or-die games for a couple 
of weeks at that point.”

The Vols dismiss the notion that 
their rise from the First Four to 
the regional semifinals is a Cin-
derella story, but they’ve enjoyed 
responding to the skepticism that 
surrounded them much of the 
season.

“I wouldn’t call us a Cinderella 
because we have guys who were 
highly recruited out of high school, 
and we have veterans,” Tennes-
see forward Jarnell Stokes said. 
“I wouldn’t call us a Cinderella, 
but it’s definitely motivation that 
people have doubted us. We’ve 
been in so many close games this 
year, and we just haven’t found a 
way to win up until now. This is 
the right time to be winning.”

One month ago, Tennessee was 
16-11 and in danger of missing 

the NCAA tournament. Critics of 
Tennessee coach Cuonzo Martin 
had even started an online peti-
tion to bring back former coach 
Bruce Pearl, who has since been 
hired at Auburn. The Vols used 
that talk as motivation.

“We’re just fighting for each 
other, fighting for our coach 
through all this,” Tennessee 
guard Jordan McRae said. “We 
just make sure we stay together 
as a family throughout this.”

Tennessee now looks like a 
completely different team. The 
Vols’ last eight wins have been 
decided by an average margin of 
20.9 points.

In their tournament opener, 
the Vols trailed Iowa most of 
the way before rallying for a 78-
65 overtime victory that ended 
their season-long habit of losing 
close games. Tennessee followed 
that up with an 86-67 trouncing 
of Massachusetts and an 83-63 

blowout of Mercer.
Stokes has averaged 20.3 points 

and 15 rebounds in three tour-
nament games. Richardson has 
scored 19.3 points per game in 
the tournament after averaging 
9.2 points per game beforehand. 
Senior point guard Antonio Bar-
ton hasn’t committed a turnover 
in the tournament. Tennessee has 
outrebounded tournament foes 
by an average of 11 boards per 
game.

“I do think it was nerves the 
first 10 minutes of that [Iowa] 
game, just (thinking), ‘Man, we 
are in the NCAA tournament,’ ” 
Martin said. “We didn’t flow right 
defensively. We lost assignments, 
and then once we settled down 
and especially got that thing in 
overtime, we started to play well, 
and we’ve been playing well ever 
since.”

The change in Tennessee’s for-
tunes has introduced a different 

side of Martin. For much of the
season, fans grumbled on talk
radio and message boards that 
Martin didn’t show enough emo-
tion, particularly in comparison
to the gregarious Pearl. But he’s 
let a little more of his personality
show lately.

Late in the regular season, 
Martin sang a few bars of “One 
Shining Moment” while talking
to reporters about how he played
that song for his team to remind
them the NCAA tournament re-
mained within reach. And as 
Tennessee celebrated its victory
over Mercer, Martin captured the
moment by taking a selfie of the 
team and putting it on his Twitter
account.

Martin claimed he had never 
taken a selfie before someone
brought up the idea Sunday night.

“My daughter has taken 1,000 
of them,” Martin said, “but not
me.”

Vols say they’re no Cinderella story

CHUCK BURTON/AP

Tennessee guard Josh Richardson, right, celebrates Sunday after the Volunteers beat Mercer 83-63 to 
advance to the round of 16. The 11th-seeded Vols play No. 2 Michigan on Friday.

FROM BACK PAGE

as a teacher and a coach and part of his job 
is to prepare his players for life.”

One of the ways Beilein tries to accom-
plish that is by inviting military personnel 
to speak to his team.

Navy pilot Natesh Rao met Beilein in 
2010 when he took his team to Europe, 
and they’ve kept in touch with occasional 
emails.

“He always writes back, which is one of 
the ways you know he’s genuinely appreca-
tive,” Rao said. “It’s not just lip service.”

And when Rao went to a Michigan prac-
tice last year, Beilein put him to work, ask-
ing him to teach his players how to stand at 
attention so that they would be ready to do 
it before each game.

“Before every season, we talk about how 
we’re going to conduct ourselves during 
the national anthem,” Beilein said. “To me, 
that’s not a little thing. That’s a big thing.

“I always remind the guys that when the 
national anthem is playing, just remember 
there’s people freezing their tail off on a 
hill in Afghanistan while you’re getting 
ready to play a game.”

After choosing to play basketball in col-
lege instead of serving his country, the na-

out forward Mitch McGary needed back
surgery in December that likely ended his
season.

The Wolverines won the Big Ten title 
outright — by three games — for the first 
time since 1986, two years after sharing
the conference championship. He helped
them earn a spot in the NCAA tournament
in 2009 for the first time since 1998.

Michigan has won two NCAA tourna-
ment games this year, advancing to the
round of 16 in consecutive seasons for the 
first time in two decades, to make Beilein 
the sixth active coach with at least 700
victories.

After reaching the Final Four for the
first time in his career, Beilein is moti-
vated to get back to college basketball’s
showcase.

“People have told me you get hungrier
if you’ve been there, and I would agree
with that,” he said. “We’re not resting on 
anything, but we’re very focused on Ten-
nessee. They’re an experienced version of
Texas and I’m not sure we’ve seen anyone
quite like them in our league.”
Freelance writer Matthew Coles in Salt Lake City 
contributed to this report.

MORRY GASH/AP

Michigan head coach John Beilein, center, 
smiles as he directs his team during a 
practice session last week in Milwaukee. 

‘He always writes back, 
which is one of the ways 
you know he’s genuinely 
appreciative. It’s not just 
lip service. ’

Natesh Rao
Navy pilot who kept in touch with Coach John 

Beilein after being invited to practice
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BY JOHN MARSHALL

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Defense-minded 
college basketball coaches love to 
praise players for deflections, a 
statistic that many swear by even 
though it isn’t officially tracked.

“Deflections tells you how 
much energy you’re playing with 
and how active your hands are,” 
Arizona State associate head 
coach Eric Musselman said. “If 
you lack deflections, then you’re 
probably not being a very aggres-
sive team and you probably don’t 
have very active hands.”

Blocked shots, steals and the 
opponent’s field-goal percentage 
can be misleading, the coaches 
say. But deflections measure 
whether players stay close to their 
man or the ball and that they are 
active in passing lanes. And get-
ting deflections can not only lead 
to turnovers, it takes the offense 
out of its rhythm.

“You would hope that it led to 
a turnover, but at the end game, 
you’re at least disrupting the op-
ponent,” Cincinnati coach Mick 
Cronin said. “But you don’t neces-
sarily have to get the turnover.”

Though deflections don’t show 

up in the box score, many coach-
es have a team manager or some-
one on the staff keep tabs during 
games and in breaking down film 
to see if their defense is active 
enough.

And coaches say they are the 
best defensive stat.

Getting a lot of steals can be 
great, but sometimes that means 
taking chances and being out of 
position. Fail to come up with the 
ball and the other team could be 
racing off the other direction for 
a layup.

Same thing with blocked shots. 
Get a lot of ’em, it’s great, but go 
after every shot and miss a lot, 
the team is vulnerable to offen-
sive rebounding.

Shooting percentages and turn-
overs are usually solid stats for 
defensive prowess. Still, those 
numbers can be skewed, too; the 
opposing team could just be miss-
ing open shots or being careless 
with the ball.

Get 40 deflections in a game 
— the benchmark for most teams 
— and you’re going to win the 
game almost every time.

“There are so many things 
that the casual fan doesn’t under-
stand, things like deflections that 

don’t show up in the box score but 
are important because they lead 
to something,” longtime coach 
and television analyst Bill Frie-
der said. “Not only do you stop a 

possible basket, you might get a 
basket.”

Though not every team tracks 
deflections, many of the best 
teams in the country play an ag-

gressive style of defense, get-
ting their hands on lots of balls
to disrupt the opponent’s offense
and create opportunities for
themselves.

Louisville won a national
championship last year thanks, in 
part, to its in-the-jersey defense.
Virginia Commonwealth has be-
come a mid-major power with its
relentlessness on defense, leading 
the nation in steals and forcing
turnovers with quick hands.

Michigan State is in the Sweet
16 for the 12th time in 17 seasons
because of its active defense. 
Arizona has been arguably the
nation’s best defensive team this 
season and heads to the Sweet 16
this week as a popular pick to win 
it all after overwhelming Gonza-
ga with its arm-waving pressure
in Sunday’s third-round game.

“When you think of teams like
San Diego State, VCU, Louis-
ville, those teams create offense
through their defense and it starts
with being active, playing with
a great deal of energy, guarding
the ball tightly and having active
hands,” Musselman said.

Tracking deflections, at least to 
many coaches, is the best way to
figure out if that’s happening.
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BY BERNIE WILSON

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO

San Diego State’s journey to just its second Sweet 16 ap-
pearance began the day point guard Xavier Thames 
traded the wheat fields of eastern Washington for the 
beaches of Southern California.

“I think everybody would take the beach,” said Thames, who 
will lead the fourth-seeded Aztecs against top-seeded Arizona in 
the West regional semifinals Thursday night in Anaheim.

Thames started his college career at Washington State, having 
signed his letter of intent before coach Tony Bennett left Pullman 
for Virginia. He played his freshman season and then transferred 
to San Diego State, which had been on his top-five list while he 
was recruited out of Pleasant Grove High in Sacramento.

Funny, then, that San Diego State’s road to the Sweet 16 went 
through Spokane, which is 90 miles north of Pullman. The senior 
Thames scored 30 points and had five assists in leading the Az-
tecs to a 63-44, third-round victory against North Dakota State. 
Two days earlier, he had 23 points and five assists in an overtime 
victory against New Mexico State.

“I’m just glad I’m here at San Diego State,” Thames said. “It’s 
been a blessing, no doubt about that, coming here and having the 
success we’ve had the past few years. It’s been great.”

The quiet Thames doesn’t call attention to himself. His coach 
and teammates are more than happy to do that.

“He’s playing right now, in games like he had in Spokane, at an 
elite level,” coach Steve Fisher said. “You hope you can get some-
one to do that. But he’s played defensively and with his brain all 
season. It’s well-documented when he wasn’t shooting it really 
well, he went 170-some-odd minutes without a turnover, guarded 
the best player on the perimeter on the other team, great help 
defender, all of that.

“But now when he’s scoring the ball the way he has in some of 
these games, he’s as good as any guard in the country.”

Thames leads the Aztecs with 17.4 points and 3.3 assists per 
game.

In the last five games, he has 26 assists and only seven 
turnovers.

Aside from a three-game slump midway through the Moun-
tain West Conference season, Thames has had a great season. 

He was voted the conference player of the 
year and to a spot on the all-defensive 
team. He’s stepped up in big mo-
ments, including in wins at Kan-
sas and against Creighton 
and Marquette as the Az-
tecs won the Wooden 
Legacy tournament 
in Anaheim.

“That’s what 
you’re sup-
posed to do,” 
said Fisher, 
who has the 
Aztecs in the 
NCAA tourna-
ment for a school-
record fifth straight 
season. “Everybody 
aspires to do it. Talking 
about it and doing it are 
sometimes two different things. 
Xavier has that quiet confidence, 
and he’s not going to say, ‘Me, me, me, 
me, me,’ and pound his chest. The most out-
side exemplifications of his energy are he’ll 
occasionally put three fingers up if he makes 
one. But he’s not trying to draw attention to 
himself with theatrics.”

His teammates would hate to think about 
where the Aztecs would be — or rather, 
wouldn’t be — without Thames.

“I couldn’t imagine,” forward Dwayne 
Polee II said. “X is such a great player and 
great teammate and great friend. We’re 
blessed to have X on this team.”

Forward Winston Shepard, the Aztecs’ 
second-leading scorer, agrees.

“I’m not sure. I don’t know,” Shepard said. 
“He’s big-time, man. He’s been a great play-
er for us all season and he makes good plays 
in the clutch.” 

ERIC GAY/AP 

North Carolina Central forward Jay Copeland, right, tries to deflect 
a pass from Iowa State forward Georges Niang during their NCAA 
tournament second-round game on Friday in San Antonio.

Pass deflections becoming a big key on D 

Thames’ clutch play has San Diego State in Sweet 16 round

Aztecs’ X factor emerges 

San Diego State’s
Xavier Thames

ELAINE THOMPSON/AP



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                 PAGE 31Thursday, March 27, 2014

NCAA TOURNAMENT

Bears used
to stepping
up during
postseason

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS

The Associated Press

WACO, Texas — Cory Jefferson figures
not too many people really know just how
good Baylor has been in postseason play.

Not even the senior forward had put
into perspective what the Bears have done
until asked this week about their 17-3 post-
season record over the past six seasons,
which now includes a third NCAA Sweet
16 appearance.

“I’d say it’s a very low percentage, con-
sidering I didn’t even know about the 17-3 
until just now,” Jefferson said. “It’s not re-
ally something that I kept up with, but that 
sounds like a pretty good record to me.”

That is an .850 postseason winning per-
centage, better than any other Division I
team with multiple NCAA appearances in 
that six-season span. Before those three
NCAA tourneys in five years, the Bears

made it to an NIT
championship game at
Madison Square Gar-
den in 2009 — then won
that title last season.

“I think it says that 
we can compete at a
high level, and against
the best, and we’re one
of the best,” said Scott 
Drew, Baylor’s win-
ningest coach with 204
wins in his 11 seasons.

Baylor (26-11), the
No. 6 seed in the West
Regional, plays No. 2 
seed Wisconsin (28-7) 
on Thursday in Ana-
heim, Calif.

The Bears also made
it to NCAA regional

semifinal games in 2010 and 2012, winning 
both before losing in the regional final each 
time to the eventual national champ.

“This year, we had a lot of ups and
downs, but we peaked at the right time, 
and we’re still going,” senior guard Brady 
Heslip said Tuesday. “Not a lot of people 
thought we were going to make the tourna-
ment, let alone the Sweet 16. The Sweet 16
wasn’t our goal, so we’re still playing for
our goal.”

Kentucky is 17-4 (.847) in postseason
games since 2009 with a national title two
years ago. Baylor beat the Wildcats 67-62
in December at the Dallas Cowboys’ mas-
sive NFL stadium, and the two could have
a rematch there in the Final Four if both
teams win two more games.

Stanford is 10-2 in postseason games 
since 2009, but its two wins to get to this
season’s Sweet 16 are the only ones in the 
NCAAs. The Cardinal were the 2012 NIT 
champions, and won another game in that 
event last year. There was also a CBI tour-
ney appearance in that stretch.

The Bears have won 12 of 14 games 
since early February, when they were 2-8
in the Big 12. The latest was that surpris-
ingly easy 85-55 victory over Creighton on 
Sunday night.

“It was obviously tough times, going 
through 2-8, but the great thing about our 
team is nobody lost hope,” Jefferson said. 
“Everybody still believed that even while
we were 2-8, that we could make it to the
NCAA tournament.” 

‘ I think it 
says that 
we can 
compete 
at a high 
level, and 
against 
the best, 
and we’re 
one of the 
best. ’

Scott Drew
Baylor coach

Yeguete
isn’t just
statistics
French forward does
dirty work for Gators

PHELAN M. EBENHACK/AP

Florida forward Will Yeguete yells after scoring against Pittsburgh during Saturday’s 
third-round game of the NCAA tournament in Orlando, Fla.

BY MARK LONG

The Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla.

Will Yeguete is one valuable 
player for top-seeded Flor-
ida. You just have to dig a 
little deeper than statis-

tics and box scores to see how much 
he means to the Gators.

The 6-foot-8 senior forward from 
Bordeaux, France, is what coach 
Billy Donovan calls a “dirty work 
guy,” doing things in the press and 
the paint that rarely make head-
lines or highlight clips.

But his tenacity and toughness 
were on display in the third round of 
the NCAA tournament Saturday. Yeg-
uete had eight points, four rebounds, 
an assist, a steal and a blocked shot 
in the 61-45 win against ninth-seeded 
Pittsburgh.

“He just does so many different things 
in the press. He’s such a great cover guy 
with our defense. He’s a great help de-
fender,” Donovan said. “He’s the epitome 
of a guy that when you look down at the stat 
sheet it’s hard to have a level of apprecia-
tion for him. ... He really impacts winning.

“He impacts the game in a very, very 
positive way for us, and what he does is re-
ally, really rare.”

Yeguete and Florida (34-2) return to 
the court Thursday night against fourth-
seeded UCLA (28-8) in the South Region 
semifinals in Memphis, Tenn. It’s another 
chance for Yeguete to go mostly unnoticed 
— at least to outsiders.

Yeguete has the size and athleticism to 
play the front of the press, trap all over the 
court and defend anyone from a guard to 
a center. And he’s regularly diving on the 
ground for loose balls, taking charges and 
willing to sacrifice offensive fame for de-
fensive fortitude.

On Monday, he was fittingly wearing 
a white Gators T-shirt with “Intensity 
Counts” printed on the front.

His numbers — Yeguete is averaging 
4.9 points and 5.1 rebounds — are far less 
telling.

But considering how things went for 
Yeguete the last two years, just being on 
the court and contributing on a regular 
basis are accomplishments.

“It’s exciting for me just being able to 
play, just being able to be out there for the 
postseason,” Yeguete said. “That’s what 
I fight for, that’s why I’ve been working 
every single day.”

Yeguete missed the final nine games in 
2012 because of a broken right foot, and 
Florida went 4-5 without him. He was 
hoping to play had the Gators advanced 
to the Final Four, but they blew a double-
digit lead against Louisville in the regional 
final.

Yeguete faced more adversity last year 
while dealing with tendinitis in his right 

knee most of the season. The pain got so 
intense in early February that he opted 
to have arthroscopic surgery to remove 
floating chips and cartilage. He missed six 
games, wasn’t the same when he returned 
and ended up needing another surgery 
after the season.

While he seemingly has lost some leap-
ing ability, he’s still been a consistent re-
bounder and a dependable defender.

“It’s hard to find,” Donovan said. “It’s 
hard to find guys that really kind of hang 
their hat on being kind of a dirty work guy, 
and it’s hard sometimes because certainly 
it doesn’t really give them a lot of head-
lines. He’s not a headline guy. But he really 
does a lot for our team.”

Yeguete has never gotten a lot of atten-
tion in Gainesville. He was born in France, 
but grew up playing soccer in Ivory Coast. 
He picked up basketball late and really fell 
in love with Florida while watching Joakim 

Noah lead Florida to back-to-back national 
titles in 2006 and 2007. He moved to Flor-
ida Air Academy in Melbourne, Fla., be-
fore his junior year of high school and met 
teammate Scottie Wilbekin while playing 
Amateur Athletic Union ball.

Wilbekin quickly realized that Yeguete’s 
game was far from flashy.

“He’s been that way since I met him,” 
Wilbekin said. “He has a knack for it. He 
gets tough rebounds, gets his hands on tips 
and has a nose for the ball. He seems to get 
it when other players wouldn’t. It’s just an 
attitude. When you have it, you don’t really 
realize it because it just comes natural. He 
has it.”

Yeguete has no plans to change his style, 
either — preferring to alter games without 
necessarily scoring points.

“Those plays impact the game and win-
ning,” he said. “I’m not the only one doing 
those things. ... It’s a whole team effort.”
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The Associated Press

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Michigan coach 
John Beilein has had a successful career 
and family life, raising four children with 
his wife of 30-plus years and winning 700 
games.

Beilein does, though, wish he went into 
the military as many members of his rela-
tives did — and do — including extended 
family members who helped to inspire 
the Oscar-winning Steven Spielberg film 
“Saving Private Ryan.”

“That’s one of my regrets,” Beilein said 
in a telephone interview. “It wasn’t cool in 
1971 to go into the service.”

Beilein tries to make up for his regret by 
teaching his players to respect the sacri-
fices made by men and women across the 
globe.

Before the second-seeded Wolverines 
face 11th seed Tennessee on Friday night in 
Indianapolis, they will be expected to stand 
at attention during the national anthem be-
cause Beilein makes them work on it.

“He had some men from the armed 

forces come early to practice last year and 
teach us,” Utah Jazz rookie Trey Burke 
recalled this week. “From then on, he ex-
pected us to stand tall and have our hand 
on our heart to show respect.

“He always taught us that it’s the little 
things that matter.”

That’s one of many reasons Michigan ath-
letic director Dave Brandon is glad Beilein 
is leading the proud-again program.

“He’s way more than a basketball coach-
coach,” Brandon said. “He sees himself
SEE PROUD ON PAGE 26

Standing proud
Courtesy of Michigan Photography

Michigan coach John Beilein has tried to instill in his players the importance of respecting the sacrifices of U.S. military serving around the globe, including standing at attention 
during the national anthem. Beilein has invited military personnel to speak to the team, including teaching them how to stand at attention properly.

‘ I always
remind the

guys that when
the national 

anthem is 
playing, just

remember
there’s
people 

freezing their
tail off on a hill 
in Afghanistan

while you’re 
getting ready 

to play
 a game. ’
John Beilein

Michigan coach
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